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N ZSG  C A N T ER B U R Y  BRA N C H  N E WS L ETT E R  
Meetings - Parkview Community Lounge Hall, 75 Queenspark Drive, Parklands 
  Monthly – 2nd Thursday evening at 7:30pm  &  3rd Thursday morning at 10:00am 
    Visitors welcome – Gold coin donation   
Email -  CanterburyNZ@genealogy.org.nz   
Postal  -   PO  Box 38064, Parklands, CHRISTCHURCH 8842 

Facebook -  https://www.facebook.com/CanterburyNZGenealogy/  
Canterbury  Branch  Website  -  http://canterburygenealogy.wordpress.com/  
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Programme for April 2021 
 

 

Thursday 8th April - 7:30pm - Evening Meeting – Parkview Community Lounge - Hall 

MILITARY MEDALS 
Our speaker this evening is Lance Kenyon, convenor of Riccarton Branch, who until recently was in 

the NZ Navy. He joined the navy and like many of his family followed a military career. He is going to explain the 
medals that he has and those that were awarded to family members when they served in our military forces. 

 

 

 

Thursday 15th April at 10:00am  - Morning Meeting - Parkview Community Lounge – Hall  
Note new start time for our morning meetings, starting at 10:00am with morning tea while we have notices & members input, followed by the 
speaker from 10:30am – 12:00 noon.  You are most welcome to go down to the Donnington Room to continue chatting following the meeting. 

WITH THEM THROUGH HELL 
Anna Rogers is going to talk about the background to her book. She will discuss the medical services 

(Doctors, Nurses, Ambulance drivers, Orderlies) of WW I. 
 
 

Other Dates for April 2021     
 

Thursday 1st     Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 
Saturday 3rd    DNA & Genealogy drop-in sessions at Shirley Library – 10:00am to 12noon – run by Shirley 

Library & volunteers from NZSG Canterbury Branch.  Book through Shirley Library, phone 941-7923 
Saturday 10th   Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12noon – 3:00pm 
Thursday 15th    Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 
 

Saturday 17th   DNA & Genealogy drop-in sessions at Shirley Library – 10:00am to 12noon – run by Shirley 
Library & volunteers from NZSG Canterbury Branch.  Book through Shirley Library, phone 941-7923 

 

Thursday 22nd  The Great Kiwi Quiz Night  - Christchurch City Libraries invites you and/or your members to register a  
team for the Great Kiwi Quiz Night. Tūranga Central library.  6pm to 8pm (doors open  5:30pm). $20 per 
team (plus booking fee).  Test your knowledge of New Zealand's people, places, events & icons, past & 
present. It is going to be a fabulous night, we would love to see you there!  Prizes to 
be won.  Glenn Coster, Librarian - Local History 
https://christchurch.bibliocommons.com/events/604e83d78bba992f00c12366 

Saturday 24th    Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm  
Sunday 25th  ANZAC DAY – Public Holiday on Monday  
Tuesday 27th   Heritage Highlights event: New Zealand's Voices of War: the Mobile Unit 

Recordings 1940-1945.  Tūranga City Library.  Time 2.15-4pm.  At Tūranga, Central 
Library, we are hosting a free event we thought your members might be interested in.     
Sarah Johnston will be talking about (and playing some recordings of) the New Zealand Mobile 
Broadcasting Unit that travelled with New Zealand forces from 1940-1945 through North Africa, the Middle 
East, Italy and the Pacific.   
https://christchurch.bibliocommons.com/events/search/q=highlights/event/6053fa26b258336b0d7c0582  

Programme for May 2021 
 

Saturday 1st    Irish Interest Group – Bi-monthly informal group asking & answering questions, sharing information, resources & knowledge. 
Led by Tony Gordon. 10:00am.  Parkview Community Lounge – Donnington Room 

Thursday 6th     Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 
Saturday 8th   Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12noon – 3:00pm 
Thursday 13th   Evening Meeting – AGM 
Thursday 20th   Morning Meeting– “Translate Your Ancestors’ Army Records” – Douglas Mackintosh 
Thursday 20th    Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 
Saturday 22nd  Computer Interest Group – Bi-monthly informal group asking & answering questions, sharing websites, discussing computers 

& genealogy programs.  We will stop half way through for a cuppa break. Led by Fiona Lees.    
10:00am - 12noon - Parkview Community Lounge – Hall 

Saturday 22nd  Continental Europe Interests – individual research session – led by Kathy Bisman and other experienced genealogists.  
This will be from 12:30 - 2:30pm. Parkview Community Lounge – Donnington Room 

Saturday 22nd     Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 
Monday 24th Australian Interest Group - Informal group asking & answering questions, sharing information, resources & knowledge. Led by 

Atholin Pierre. 10:30am - Parkview Community Lounge – Donnington Room 
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FROM THE COMMITTEE 
Branch News:   
 

We are nearing past the end of March, a quarter through 2021 – the year has gone fast.  We are approaching Easter, daylight saving and 
the middle month of autumn.  We already have shorter days, and after the Easter weekend our days will be aligned one hour later and 
the lovely long summer evenings will be gone for the season.  With Easter, we will have that lovely big full moon. Autumn is a time for 
harvesting and storing and preparing for winter. These are times that all our ancestors experienced before us. Maybe with the shorter, 
colder days approaching we may be able to prepare to do some of that genealogy research or organising we have been meaning to do. 
 

[Daylight Saving - George Vernon HUDSON, Fellow of the Royal Society of NZ (20 April 1867 – 5 April 1946) was a British-born New 
Zealand entomologist and astronomer. Hudson is credited with proposing the modern daylight saving time. His shift-work job gave 
him leisure time to collect insects, and led him to value after-hours daylight. In 1895, he presented a paper to the Wellington 
Philosophical Society proposing a two-hour daylight-saving shift, and after considerable interest was expressed in Christchurch, he 
followed up in an 1898 paper. In 1933, Hudson was the first recipient (together with Ernest Rutherford) of the T. K. Sidey Medal, set 
up by the Royal Society of New Zealand from funds collected, to commemorate the passing of the Summer-Time Act 1927.  Another 
Briton, William Willett championed the use of daylight saving time. It was made law there in 1916. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Hudson_(entomologist) ] 

 

ANZAC Day in April is now Monday-ised – ANZAC Day is on Sunday and Monday is a public holiday. It is always a time for reflection of 
all those young men & women who were lost way too soon.  ANZAC Day has grown to become the day on which New Zealanders 
acknowledge the service and sacrifice of all people involved in military conflicts. It commemorates over 300,000 New Zealanders who 
served their country and the 30,000 who have died in service across all conflicts. We have a military theme for our April meetings, in line 
with ANZAC Day. 
 

This time last year, we had just gone into our hard lockdown, a shock, to try and slow down or hopefully eradicate the COVID-19 virus.  
There was nothing normal about this past year.  We have learnt that it is difficult to plan as plans can and must change. We are ahead of 
the world with our approach to COVID-19 and our team of 5 million have done, and keep doing a fabulous job keeping us safe and well.  
We do need to keep vigilant as we have seen other parts of the world lurch backwards – please look after yourselves and each other to 
protect our way of life. 
 

I am really enjoying the sharing of research finds, successes, queries for help and collaboration and conversation that is happening in 
meetings, but also in the chatting around the library and with queries sent in.  We can all learn from others on how they are approaching 
or solving a problem, the methodology they are using. Frequently we find more about our family by following a sibling or cousin of our 
target individual. I am also loving the coincidences along the way of like-minded people talking and sharing information. 
 

With your posted newsletters this month you will receive your subscription renewal form for the coming year. (Email delivery of 
subscription renewals will be later than your newsletter.) The subscriptions run from 1st April 2021 to 31st March 2022. For this coming 
year, there is no change in subscription with the single sub being $40 and the joint sub being $50.  
 

In May, we will be having our AGM meeting and looking back as well as forwards to the next year. (Last 
year, because of COVID-19, this was delayed until July.) Many of the committee have indicated that they 
are happy to put their names forward again for this coming year but if anyone would like to be involved, 
please get in touch. Our Secretary, Jan Watts, is standing down as Secretary and from the Committee, so 
we are seeking a Secretary, and people willing to join us on committee, so if there is anyone else willing to 
be nominated please come forward.  Thank you Jan for your eight years of service on the committee, four as Secretary. 
 

You may have noticed some articles on our Canterbury Branch in The New Zealand Genealogist, February 2021, Vol. 52 No 387, pages 
42-45; and StarMedia Pegasus Post and other local newspapers, 18 March 2021- 
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/view/65391468/pegasus-post-march-18-2021 - pages 6-7. 
 
 

COVID-19 Preparedness: Remember:  
 Look after ourselves and each other, protect our way of life 
 To either Scan the QR code (perhaps at the beginning and end of the meeting) OR to note our whereabouts 

that day in our COVID ‘Diary’, however we do it 
 To sanitise our hands as we go into the hall or a meeting room and as we leave  
 To sanitise our hands before we get our cuppa and biscuit 
 Please do not join us if you are feeling unwell.         

 

As always, if you have any suggestions or comments please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me or others on the committee.  
Fiona Lees,         NZSG-CantyGroup-Newsletter@hotmail.co.nz   

 

  

CANTERBURY BRANCH OF THE NEW ZEALAND SOCIETY OF GENEALOGISTS 
 

Notice of our forthcoming Annual General Meeting for our 53rd year.  
 

To be held on Thursday 13th May 2021 at 7:30pm at Parkview Community Lounge – Small Hall.  
 

    Agenda 
Welcome  Treasurer’s Report 
In Remembrance  Appointment of Auditor 
Apologies  Notices of Motion (if any have been proposed) 
Minutes of the AGM (2020) – 52nd Year  Election of Officers  
Matters Arising from the Minutes  Awards 
Correspondence General Business 
Convenor’s Report Meeting Close 

 

AGM Minutes for the year 2020-2021 and Financial reports for the year 2021-2022 will be emailed out with the May 2021 
Newsletter.  
Accounts and Convenor’s Reports for the 2020-2021 year can be found on our website. 

 Convenor’s Report 2020 
 Statement of Receipts and Payments 2019-2020 
 Financial Position at 31 March 2020 
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CANTERBURY BRANCH LIBRARY 
 

AT PARKVIEW COMMUNITY LOUNGE  -  75 QUEENSPARK DRIVE, PARKLANDS 
 

Open:  1st & 3rd Thursday of Month from 12noon – 3:00pm    &    2nd & 4th Saturday of 
Month from 12noon – 3:00pm. 

 

April 2021 library dates:- 
 Thursday 1st & 15th from 12noon to 3:00pm 
 Saturday 10th & 24th from 12noon to 3:00pm 

May 2021 library dates:- 
 Thursday 6th & 20th from 12noon to 3:00pm  
 Saturday 8th & 22nd from 12noon to 3:00pm 

 

Use your branch library - a great opportunity to have one on one help for your research. 

The Branch library will be open on the usual days – 1st & 3rd Thursdays and the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month.  (See the actual 
dates for April & May above.)  Our hours are from 12noon to 3:00pm for both Library open days (Thursday and Saturdays).   

Library Catalogue - Search our library catalogue online, so when you visit the library, you will already know where to 
start.  https://canterburygenealogy.wordpress.com/branch-library/ 
 

 

WHERE TO NEXT WITH YOUR DNA RESULTS?  
 

DNA has become an important tool in our toolbox for many.  Our evening speaker last month talked about 
genetic variations, genomes and ethnicity, which was interesting background. We are thinking about having 
some informal DNA result & query sessions to help us learn more. If you have questions or have hit a brick wall, contact Bruce Holm  or 
Barry Pycroft. There is also a DNA & Genealogy drop-in session at Shirley library on the 1st Saturday each month, from 10:00am to 
12noon (book through Shirley Library, phone 941-7923) that may help you solve the problem, and also ask for help at our Branch Library. 
 

This is a perfect time for you to try and figure out what your DNA results mean and learn how to interpret and follow up on any leads.  
Also, for understanding your new DNA results, there are so many websites available with webinars, tutorials and YouTube videos for you 
to explore.  There is help available, see below. 
 

We need volunteers to help at Shirley Library drop-ins, they would like to offer 2 mornings a month  – can you help? 
 

NZSG members have access to DNA webinars in the Member's Only area of the NZSG website.  -  NZSG have purchased a license 
so that our members can enjoy DNA Boot Camps free of charge. 
 

Have you searched the Internet for assistance – try Google and YouTube videos for step by step explanations? 
 

 
 

Save the Date - Christchurch Family History Expo - chchfhexpo@gmail.com  
 

Following our Virtual Expo in 2020, Christchurch City Libraries (in collaboration with Memories in Time) are hosting a live Family History 
Expo in Christchurch from 20-22 August 2021 (conditions permitting).  There will be 2 days of seminars on 21 & 22 August and a ticketed 
opening event in the evening of Friday 20 August. 
 

If you have any suggestions of speakers or topics, do not hesitate to send us your suggestions as we want to provide an interesting and 
varied programme.  Save the date and we look forward to seeing you in August.  Any questions please email chchfhexpo@gmail.com. 
There will be websites nearer the time.    Kind regards, Jenny Lowe, On behalf of the Steering Group 
  

 

MEMBERS’ RESEARCH INTERESTS & QUERIES AND REQUESTS FOR LOCAL INFORMATION  

 

Members are invited to submit a recent find, surnames or topics of interest, or to ask a question, for inclusion in this newsletter.  This is a section 
for members to use – with members’ names, interests & localities - this could link people who are researching same names or in similar areas.   

 

 Irish Interest Group - Friends of Ireland - Following our meeting in March, Evelyn sent me the link to an Otago University website 
about the Irish in Aotearoa survey:  https://www.otago.ac.nz/news/news/otago786046.html   On the website you will find a link to a 
the Friends of Ireland website where you can find a PDF copy of the report Irish in Aotearoa: Mapping the Irish community and 
people of Irish heritage in New Zealand: https://www.friendsofireland.co.nz/Irish-in-Aotearoa-Report   Regards, Tony 

 Irish links  -  Found these two links on Facebook this morning. Someone may find them of use.  
https://norman.tripod.com/hidden_wexford_genealogy/index2.htm    https://norman.tripod.com/index2.htm    Carole Jackson 

 Duke of Bronte - Hi, Is there anyone here who is also a descendant of the passengers who came into Canterbury in June 1851 on 
the Duke of Bronte?  I'm trying to find out about the voyage.  I've seen the surgeon William Draper's papers but there's not much 
there about the trip itself. I'm descended from Charles and Emma Baker who were in steerage with their children. Thanks!  
https://sites.rootsweb.com/~nzbound/bronte.htm  shows passengers and later family information. 
Sarah Hewitt on NZSG MemList or email to our branch email (CanterburyNZ@genealogy.org.nz) & we will pass on.  Kathy Bisman 

 Ancestry.com has been extended again free access until the end of June 2021.  Free access to Ancestry from home via the 
Christchurch City Libraries website has once again been extended & is now available until 30th June, using your library card number 
& password.  http://christchurchcitylibraries.com/eResources/Ancestry/     

 
 

 

SNIPPETS  -  Some bits & pieces of interest and some to help you with your research: 
 

 

 NZ Army Marking 175 years - The sacrifice of 25,000 men and women were remembered at a small dawn ceremony to mark the 
175th anniversary of the founding of the New Zealand Army.  Last year marked the milestone of the founding of what we know today 
as the New Zealand Army but commemorations were put on hold due to the pandemic. A ceremony was held at Wellington’s 
Pukeahu National War Memorial Park. 
“The losses are a significant number, when you think of the size of our population over the years, it’s reflected in the memorials 
around our communities. “It’s appropriate that we take the time to pause, to reflect, to remember those who have gone before us. 
There were would be no celebrating the early history of the army, which was initially a militia often involved in dispossessing Māori of 
their land. “It was a complex, sad, divisive time in our history, in 1845 when the Legislative Council passed the Militia Act that formed 
the rudimentary militia of the time that we trace our origins of the army back to. We don’t celebrate that, we remember that but what 
we do celebrate is our journey to the modern professional bi-cultural army of today. A culture of Ngāti Tumatauenga that resides 
within our organisation, a culture that looks to blend the very best of British military traditions with the Māori warrior culture and 
provides that unique identity which is the New Zealand soldier.”   [Quoted from website below.] 
https://www.tvnz.co.nz/one-news/new-zealand/sacrifice-25-000-people-remembered-ceremony-mark-175th-anniversary-new-
zealand-army  

 
 Reefton 150th - Reefton is celebrating 150 years since its founding.   
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For further information, contact Ina Lineham or Deborah Williams    
 

The 150 year Celebrations in 2021 started with a special community event on 17th January 2021.  The 2021 year is to be a year of 
celebration, and community organisations and groups will be encouraged to participate using the 150 year celebration theme.  The 
150 year celebrations will conclude at the 2021 Reefton Christmas Parade.   Facebook link for further information -  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/172052266560299 
 

 

 Canterbury Museum 150th -  Visit an exhibition (1 October 2020 – 13 June 2021) which celebrates Canterbury Museum's 150th 
anniversary.  It is 150 years since the Canterbury Museum opened its doors on Rolleston Avenue in 1870. The anniversary is being 
celebrated with an exhibition and the release of a book detailing 150 iconic objects from the Museum's collection.  The exhibition 
displays photographs as well as physical objects and the book which will be available for purchase. 
https://www.canterburymuseum.com/whats-on/house-of-treasures-nga-taonga-tuku-iho/  
Explore the Museum’s extensive online collections - fascinating - https://collection.canterburymuseum.com/explore  
 

 Female Convicts Research Centre Seminar 2021 Registrations -  Sunday, 2nd May 
Topic:  THE EARLY YEARS 1803-1828  Venue: Hobart Town Hall. 
 

Our seminar, postponed from April 2020, will be held on Sunday 2 May 2021. The seminar will explore the lives of convict women in 
the early years before the Hobart Town Female Factory was established. 
Research presentations include:   An overview of the early years; The voyage of the Morley 1820;  Comparison of Morley women 
sent to Hobart Town or Sydney;  Early years at the George Town Female Factory;  The 1825 factory system in decline;  Convict 
women's stories;  VIRTUAL HOBART TOWN - John Stephenson's digital recreation of colonial Hobart Town. 
The seminar program and registration details are available on our https://www.femaleconvicts.org.au/fcrc-seminars/.   Registration 
will be $50 and must be finalised by Sunday, 25th  April. Registrations for the seminar are now available. 

Regards, Dianne Snowden, President, Female Convicts Research Centre Inc  from Alister McKenzie 
 

 The Christchurch Anglican Archives will close – on Friday April 30th 2021 to prepare for the move to Cardale House. This 
involves boxing the complete archives so that shelves can be dismantled, re built and then archives moved to the new location in 
sequence. Access to all archives will be severely limited to the public except in the case of pastoral emergencies. The Archives 
expect to be open again to the public after the move, later in the year.  Updated information will be posted in e-life (newsletter) and 
on the Diocesan website when there is clarity about access in the new location.  
https://anglicanlife.org.nz/news-and-announcements/the-christchurch-anglican-archives-will-close/   
 

 Wigram Museum Research – unavailable for research queries, probably for most of rest of year to catch up with backlog of work - 
TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF THE RESEARCH SERVICE 1 MAY-31 DECEMBER 2021 - We wish to advise researchers that 
our remote enquiry service and public reading room will be closed for a period of seven months from 1 May 2021. This is being done 
to allow our team to focus on clearing a significant backlog of new additions to the collection.  We do appreciate that this may be 
frustrating, and we apologise for any inconvenience it may cause. However, this project will ultimately help make our collection more 
accessible for researchers, as thousands of new items will be added to our collection management system, as well as being 
digitised, which will pave the way for more of our collection to be made available online. Since launching in February 2020, our online 
photo database has been enormously popular, and we are looking forward to expanding this to other parts of the collection from next 
year onwards. Keep following our blog, subscribe to our newsletter, and follow us on Facebook, as our Collections team will be 
sharing progress reports, and some of the amazing things they work on over the next few months. 
https://www.airforcemuseum.co.nz/collections-research/research/  

 

 Books of Soldiers in WWI and WWII - Fair Dinkum Books is pleased to announce we are now 
stocking copies of a new book by Kaye Dragicevich and Graeme Wilson: They Shall Grow Not 
Old: WWI Soldiers of the Far North. This beautifully-produced, hard cover book chronicles the 
lives and sacrifices of the men whose names are inscribed on the Kaitaia War Memorial. It is full of 
photographs, stories, maps and other imagery, and stands as a wonderful testament to those 
tough men from the gumfields, farms, dairy factories and towns of the Far North who gave their 
lives in the cause of freedom. 620 pages, hard cover. Colour and b & w. $70 plus postage, 
available at https://www.fairdinkumbooks.com/.    

 

We would also like to advise that we have fresh copies of our publication Gallant Acts and Noble 
Deeds: New Zealand World War II Honours and Awards. This book lists all awards made to 
members of the New Zealand Army during WWII, including full recommendations for medallic 
awards. See our website for full details.  Work continues on the collation of photographs for 
Volume Six of Onward.  Covid has limited our travel somewhat, so progress has been slower than 
usual, but rest assured we are continuing our quest to locate as many photos of those who served 
overseas with the 1st NZEF as possible. We do not have a date for publication as yet, but we 
would encourage everyone to keep spreading the word - the Onward Project will always need your 
support to help us achieve the goal of recognising everyone who served.   Kathy Bisman 
 
 

 

 

BOOK REVIEW 
 

While away last month, I stayed in a holiday home and came across I book that I thought some of you may 
enjoy looking through.  
 

Britain at War (Classic Rare and Unseen photos from the Daily Mail) Compiled by Maureen Hill 
It is a fascinating insight into a time when Britain faced the biggest threat in its history and has vividly 
detailed photos that capture the way the country looked. Not only in the cities but also in the countryside. 
The photos show the human effort that was required to prepare, repair and maintain a physical environment 
to live in. 
There are text explanations of what was happening and it follows an orderly timeframe 1939 – 1945. 
 

All the images are from the Daily Mail archives – some accompanied news stories, some accompanied 
morale boosting features and other are obviously propaganda photos.  Thanks to Lorraine Wilmshurst 
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MEETING REPORTS 
 

Thursday Evening Meeting – “THE CHALLENGES AND REWARDS OF WRITING ABOUT WOMEN’S LIVES” -  
Margaret Lovell-Smith 
 

Margaret, who is a published author of several women’s biographies in New Zealand, began by stating that 
for centuries, power was concentrated in the hands of men. Therefore, written histories were mainly about 
the lives and deeds of men, not about women. 
 

Women were hidden from history: to support her thesis, she quoted Sheila Rowbotham’s book “Hidden From 
History”, Dale Spender “Women of Ideas and What Men Have Done to Them”, and Sibylla de Bendorff, who 
wrote a life of St. Bonaventure in the 15th century. 
 

Margaret made the point that in the Dictionary of NZ Biography, a series of 5 large volumes published from 
1990 to 2000, only 20% of the entries in Vol. 1 were on women, and only 30% in Vol. 5 were on women. In 
1993, a spinoff volume “The Suffragists” was published outlining the lives of 28 women who campaigned for 
their right to vote. 
 

There was a lack of material to draw from with which to write about women’s lives, as society did not value women’s lives in the past. Her 
challenges of working with little source material were explained. Margaret mentioned her great aunt  
() Kitty Lovell-Smith, and Eleanor Smith, active in the National Council of Women in 1896, convened by the 
Canterbury Women’s Institute, an early feminist group. In the “White Ribbon” newspaper, she found a lot of details about 
the Women's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU). 
 

Margaret contrasted  her research for 3 books: “Plain Living High Thinking – the Lovell-Smith 
Family History”, in which she drew on lots of personal family letters & papers, “The Enigma of 
Sister Mary Leo” ()  in which she had very little records and no diaries or letters to use, and 

“Easily the Best : The Life of Helen Connon 1857-1903” () for which she found very little on 
Helen’s early life, no speeches or articles, and 44 letters written by her to her husband, 
Professor John Macmillan Brown. Because few personal details about Helen exist, Margaret 
drew on the idea of “collective history” using Christchurch Girls High School and Canterbury College records to write 
about her subject. 
 

An interesting and surprising talk, given by an authority on the history of women’s suffrage movement in their fight to 
gain the right to vote in New Zealand.     Thanks to Philip Creed for report  
 

 

Thursday Morning Meeting – “A HISTORY OF CEMETERY REGULATION IN NEW ZEALAND” - Gareth Wright, Heritage 
Advisor with the Heritage Team at the Christchurch City Council  
 

A talk on legislation and policy might seem potentially dry, however Gareth Wright, Heritage Advisor at 
Christchurch City Council (CCC), presented an interesting and animated history of how cemeteries have been 
governed in New Zealand with a focus on our local Christchurch cemeteries. 

 

With no formal regulations, early European burials were established and 
managed on an ad hoc basis by each community, often linked to churches. 
Some formally organised communities such as those established by the NZ 
Company had provision for a burial ground in the town planning. 
 

The Public Reserves Act 1854 allowed Provincial Governments to set aside land for the purpose of 
burying the dead and pass acts and ordinances to manage them. It was through this act that the 
Canterbury Provincial Government took over the Dissenters and Catholic sections of the 
Barbadoes Street Cemetery.  Responsibility for the Anglican section remained with the Anglican 
Church until 1948. A series of legislation then followed. 

 Cemetery Reserves Management Ordinance (1870) – This was a provincial ordinance established under the Public Reserves Act, 
the first Canterbury wide governance which allowed for cemetery ‘managers’ (or boards) and stipulated their powers. 

 Burial Ground Closing Act (1874) – first piece of national cemetery legislation which while 
limited in scope, gave power to close cemeteries on the grounds of public health. 

 Cemeteries Management Act (1877) – this was similar in scope to the old Canterbury 1870 
Ordinance and superseded the cemetery ordinances by allowing for appointment of cemetery 
trustees and establishing their roles & powers. 

 Cemeteries Act (1882) – The first comprehensive act consolidated previous legislation & 
established a uniform legal framework under which all cemeteries & burial grounds were to be 
managed.  Obliged local authorities to provide public cemeteries & prohibited the establishment 
of cemeteries within town boundaries. An 1895 amendment to this act allowed for cremations. 

 Cemeteries Act (1908) – consolidated and updated multiple amendments since the last act. 
 Burials and Cremations Act (1964) – This was primarily another consolidation of amendments and remains our current governing 

legislation, including fines in pounds, shillings and pence! In an environment of concern around cemetery maintenance, local authorities 
were given the power to remove or clear closed or disused cemeteries of grave monuments. However, the Act still supported the right of 
families to maintain and care for graves of relatives in addition to the council having the right to maintain the graves. Gareth highlighted that 
while the right to maintain graves was supported, the Act did not oblige anyone (neither councils or families) to maintain them and so 
negligence has been a problem. 

 Upcoming legislation – A legislative review is currently looking at replacing the 1964 Act with something that better reflects today’s 
society. It proposes supporting a family’s right to maintain their family graves if they wish but (unlike the 1964 Act) to lay the 
responsibility for maintaining them on local authorities.  Consequently councils may be obliged to maintain their heritage cemeteries in 
better condition in future.   

 

In post-earthquake Christchurch, the council made the cemeteries safe to enter and created a limited fund to subsidise repairs relatives 
wish to make for loved one’s damaged monuments. This had very little up take and Gareth urges people to make submissions for 

Linwood Cemetery 
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Council’s Long Term Plan to ensure this fund is reinstated. In the meantime, if you wish to have a pre-1950 headstone or monument 
repaired, you may be eligible for a subsidy under the Council Heritage Teams’ Heritage Incentive Fund. 
 

A new monument, or repairs to an existing one, involves a monumental mason applying for a permit on your behalf, ensuring it fits the 
council’s criteria, particularly if it is a pre-1950 grave or one located in a closed cemetery. Three of Christchurch’s five closed cemeteries 
are designated heritage cemeteries and as such would normally incur a Resource consent application for each monumental repair job. 
To skirt the time and cost inefficiencies this would raise, council passed a global consent permitting a range of works in heritage 
cemeteries on the condition that they meet specific heritage protocols. 
 

Gareth encouraged anyone with questions about a relative’s grave or monument, to contact the Cemeteries Administrator 
cemeteries@ccc.govt.nz.         Thanks to Natasha Wells for report. 
 

Answers to Questions in regard to the talk Gareth gave about Cemeteries: 
Regarding the updating of council burial records, the administrators derive their information from the applications for interment they 
receive from funeral directors.  This information is used to update the formal record, and then fed into the Cemeteries Database.   
Lead lettering.  Gareth spoke with Decra about this.  They can do this, but they say it’s not cheap.  The lead is apparently hammered 
into place and then finished.   
 

 

Visit to St Saviour’s Anglican Church & Cemetery in Templeton  
 

On Saturday 20th March about 15 people gathered at St Saviour’s Church and the church warden 
opened the Category II heritage church for the group to look round.  
In June 1867, 1 acre 3 rood 6 perches was given by Mr EM Temple for the church and at 11am on 
November 3rd 1867 the first service was held. The original small wooden church was built with a 
grant from the Government and the bulk of other funding (100pounds) being donated by Mr 

Stedman. A spire, chancel and transcript were added in 
1874. The spire was removed in 1951 and the bell now sits 
on a wooden frame by the door. In 1967 the outside was 
rough caste to preserve the church and the roof was 
replaced. The inside is made of kauri and Sunday services 
are held each week. 

The cemetery at the rear of the church was consecrated, along with the church, on 17Th December 1868.The first burial recorded in the 
register is that of Maria MADDISON and was on the 10th December 1868. 
 

Templeton was a watering stop for wagons and stock heading south and on an 1856 map is 
shown as Waterholes. By the 1860’s the following families had settled on farms in the area – 
Jeffs, Barter, Marsh, Rogers, Blake, Marshall, Maddison, and Tosswill. Many of the local 
roads are named after these families and they 
were very involved in their community, having 
been members of Templeton Roads Board 
(controlled the district), the school committee 
and the church vestry. Members of these 

families are buried in the cemetery. There 
are also those who served the 
Community: 

William Long the blacksmith 
James Voice the wheelwright 
James Innes the landlord of the 
George & Dragon Hotel who died 
from a pitchfork accident 
Richard Hinton the pound keeper 
George Lucock, the saddler 
Edmund James Blake the carpenter 
Bailey family who had a very long association with the church 
Daniel Kempthorne who enlisted and while undergoing his training at Trentham died from the measles, pneumonia & bronchitis. 

Some of our Branch members were able to add to our visit with stories of their family members who are buried here. 
Thanks to Lorraine Wilmshurst for organising, researching, conducting tour and writing report. 

 

 

Some Ancestors Don't Want to be Found 
 

It's odd that sometimes ancestors clearly want to be found. They leap out of indexes and registers almost shouting "Me, me, me!" And 
sometimes they have definitely ticked the no-publicity box. They aren't where they should be, or if they are, they only appear on the last 
page of a register - or you may have to go through the volume several times before they decide to appear. Researching two Naval 
officers - the younger brother seemingly appears on every page; the older is far shyer. Maybe he was "disreputable": perhaps there is a 
reason why he doesn't want to be found after all.      WDYTYA Magazine, November 2019 
  

 

Major Historical Anniversaries in April 2021 
 

275th  The Battle of Culloden is fought between the French-supported Jacobites and the British Hanoverian forces commanded by 
William Augustus, Duke of Cumberland, in Scotland. After the battle many highland traditions were banned and the Highlands of 
Scotland were cleared of inhabitants. (15th Apr 1746) 

 ["Culloden" April 16, 1746 Battle - Groundbreaking 1964 Docu-Drama – (LionHeart FilmWorks) - Written and Directed by Peter 
Watkins for the BBC in a quasi-newsreel style and with nonprofessional actors. It first aired in the UK on December 15th 1964.  It 
is a highly detailed and authentic reconstruction of the April 16, 1746 Battle of Culloden - the final confrontation of the Jacobite 
rising of 1745.  Here, the Jacobite army of Charles Edward Stuart was decisively defeated by a British government force under 
William Augustus, Duke of Cumberland, on Drummossie Moor near Inverness in the Scottish Highlands. It was the last pitched 
battle fought on British soil.  The documentary was unique at the time as it broke the “fourth wall” with historical participants 
commenting as if modern TV cameras were present. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fyuOaQHO5h0 – Natasha Wells] 

 

400th  The Mayflower sets sail from Plymouth, Massachusetts on a return trip to Great Britain.  
(5th Apr 1621)  https://www.ianvisits.co.uk/anniversaries/index.php?month=4&year=2021&Submit=Submit  
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NZ History – Dates in NZ History for April  – https://nzhistory.govt.nz/calendar/4  
 

TODAY IN NZ HISTORY 
 

First beer brewed in New Zealand - 1 April 1773 - 248 years on  -  In an attempt to concoct a preventative against scurvy, Captain James 
Cook brewed a batch of beer on Resolution Island in Dusky Sound, using rimu branches and leaves. We “… began to brew beer from the 
branches or leaves of a tree, which much resembles the American black-spruce. From the knowledge I had of this tree, and the similarity it bore 
to the spruce, I judged that, with the addition of inspissated [thickened] juice of wort and molasses, it would make a very wholesome beer, and 
supply the want of vegetables, which this place did not afford; and the event proved that I was not mistaken. When the beverage was sampled 
four days later, Lieutenant Charles Clerke thought it ‘very palatable’ and observed that most of the crew ‘seem[ed] to drink pretty plentifully of it’. 
The naturalist Anders Sparrman noted that with the addition of a little rum and some brown sugar, ‘this really pleasant, refreshing, and healthy 
drink … bubbled and tasted rather like champagne’. Despite these favourable reviews, an attempt by Lion Breweries to recreate Cook’s beer in 
the 1980s resulted in a brew that some called ‘awful’ and others ‘revolting’. In 2020, Christchurch-based Wigram Brewing produces a spruce beer 
flavoured with rimu and manuka – ‘a nice malty drop with a slightly smoky character’ that pays homage to Cook without following his recipe 
exactly. Joel Polack founded New Zealand’s first commercial brewery at Kororāreka in 1835.  https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/first-beer-brewed-
new-zealand 
 

New Zealand Film Archive launched - 1 April 1981 - 40 years on  -  The New Zealand Film Archive began operation in premises it shared 
with the New Zealand Federation of Film Societies in Courtenay Place, Wellington. The sole staff member was its energetic director, Jonathan 
Dennis. A decade later the Archive’s collection comprised more than 10,000 titles housed in seven buildings around Wellington. Fragile (and 
dangerous) early nitrate film was being preserved and acquisitions policy was increasingly being guided by historical research. In 1992 Frank 
Stark joined the Archive as chief executive and the Last Film Search was launched. This netted more than 7,000 films in seven years. The Film 
Centre opened near the Wellington waterfront in 1995. Within three years storage space there was full. By 2000, 32 staff in Wellington and 
Auckland looked after more than 40,000 titles. A move to Taranaki Street in 2002 eased the pressure only temporarily, as holdings exceeded 
100,000 by 2006. A new climate-controlled storage facility was opened at Plimmerton, 20 km north of Wellington, in March 2011. Sited on 
bedrock, this building houses original master films, with copies kept in Wellington available for public viewing. By this time the Archive had nearly 
50 staff who looked after more than 150,000 films and videos. Between 2012 and 2014 the New Zealand Film Archive was amalgamated with 
Sound Archives Ngā Taonga Kōrero and the Television New Zealand Archive to form Ngā Taonga Sound and Vision. 
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/new-zealand-film-archive-launched 
 

First school dental nurses begin training - 4 April 1921 - 100 years on  -  On 4 April 1921, 30 women aged between 18 and 36 began 
training as dental nurses for the state-funded School Dental Service (SDS). A world first, the SDS was established to provide New Zealand 
primary school children with free dental care, in recognition of the appalling condition of their teeth – nine out of ten were said to be in need of 
dental intervention. The social policy of the time was also heavily focused on children’s health and wellbeing. In January, 120 women had applied 
to enter the SDS. Three months later, a temporary training facility opened in Wellington in an annex of the Government Buildings. Most of the 
scanty equipment in the bleak ‘Tomato House’ had been used by the Dental Corps during the First World War. Under the tutelage of Richmond 
Dunn, the trainees undertook an intensive programme of study, which included learning chemistry and anatomy, dental treatments and 
extractions. The first school dental nurses graduated in April 1923. The upskilling of women to provide dental care in schools was opposed by the 
medical and trained nurses’ associations, which held protest meetings around the country and made submissions to the government. These 
groups argued that training dental nurses would be less cost- and time-effective than employing already-trained male dentists, and some feared it 
would lower professional standards. Based in a purpose-built facility in Willis Street from 1940, the training school would continue in operation 
until 1999. Fifteen other countries set up similar schemes. https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/first-trainee-school-dental-nurses-appointed 
 

First state secondary school opens - 7 April 1856 - 165 years on  -  The first state secondary school in New Zealand, Nelson College, 
opened in temporary premises in Trafalgar Street with a roll of just eight boys. It eventually attracted boys from around the country as well as the 
local area. It now has a roll of over 1,000 & continues to take both boarders & day pupils. The original wooden school burnt down in 1904. A new 
brick building, opened in 1907, suffered severe damage during the 1929 Murchison earthquake. The school’s clock tower collapsed during the 
severe shaking, showering the main entrance with rubble. Remarkably, only two boys suffered injuries.  Notable old boys include Nobel Prize 
winner Ernest Rutherford, Victoria Cross recipient Leonard Trent, Commonwealth Secretary-General and Deputy Prime Minister Don McKinnon, 
& two Labour prime ministers: Wallace (‘Bill’) Rowling & Geoffrey Palmer. https://nzhistory.govt.nz/first-state-secondary-school-opens-in-nelson 
 

National Council of Women formed - 13 April 1896 - 125 years on  -  Three years after New Zealand became the first self-governing 
country in which all women could vote, representatives of 11 women’s groups met in Christchurch’s Provincial Council Buildings to form the 
National Council of Women (NCW). The NCW’s aims were to ‘unite all organised societies of women for mutual counsel and co-operation in the 
attainment of justice and freedom for women, and for all that made for the good of humanity; to encourage the formation of societies of women 
engaged in trades, professions, and in social and political work; and to affiliate with other national councils of women for the purpose of facilitating 
international Conferences and co-operation’. The NCW’s first office holders were heavyweights of the suffrage movement: Kate Sheppard was 
the president, Marion Hatton, Annie Schnackenberg, Margaret Sievwright and Anna Stout were vice-presidents, Ada Wells was the secretary, 
and Wilhelmina Sherriff Bain was the treasurer. In the 21st century, the NCW still works in the interests of women. 
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/womens-movement-gathers-in-christchurch-to-form-national-council-of-women 
 

Court Theatre stages first play - 21 April 1971 - 50 years on  -  It was opening night for The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie in Christchurch’s 
Provincial Council buildings. Based on Muriel Spark’s novel, the play was produced & directed by Yvette Bromley. She & Mervyn Thompson had 
co-founded the Court, Christchurch’s first professional company, following the lead of Wellington’s Downstage & Auckland’s Mercury. After 
performing in temporary venues, from 1972 until 1976 the Court was based in four separate locations, including the Orange Hall in Worcester St. 
For the next 35 years, its home was in the former Canterbury University engineering school buildings, which became part of the Christchurch Arts 
Centre. For much of this era Elric Hooper was artistic director, a role Ross Gumbley assumed in 2006. The February 2011 earthquake made the 
Arts Centre unusable. The players once again trod temporary stages until the Court reopened in a former grain silo in Addington that December. 
‘The Shed’ houses all departments of the company, & its auditorium seats 300. https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/court-theatre-stages-first-play 
 

First Anzac Day - 25 April 1916 - 105 years on - People in communities across New Zealand & overseas gathered to mark the first 
anniversary of the Gallipoli landings. New Zealand observed a half-day holiday from 1 p.m. The mood was solemn; race meetings were 
postponed & cinemas stayed shut until late afternoon. The first Anzac Day provided an opportunity for the country’s political leaders to 
remind young men of their duty to volunteer for war service. Prime Minister William Massey concluded a speech at Wellington’s Town Hall by 
calling for more young men to come forward to fight for King & country. The possible introduction of conscription was an unstated threat. Large 
crowds attended local ceremonies; there were 2,000 at a religious service in Ashburton & 8,000 at the dedication of a memorial flagpole at 
Petone railway station. In Wairarapa, locals erected a large cross on top of a hill overlooking the village of Tīnui. Overseas, New Zealanders took 
part in commemorative events in Malta, Egypt & London, where crowds lined the streets to watch 2,000 Australian & New Zealand soldiers march 
to Westminster Abbey for a service. Anzac Day was observed on 23 April 1917 because of local body elections on the 25th. The commemoration 
reverted to 25 April in 1918 & has been held on that day ever since. In 2020 no public events took place because of the COVID-19 coronavirus 
pandemic. https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/first-anzac-day 
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Jack Hinton awarded the Victoria Cross - 28 April 1941 - 80 years on  -  Jack Hinton was awarded the Victoria Cross (VC) for his actions 
on the night of 28 April 1941 at Kalamata during the evacuation from Greece. A column of German troops had entered the port, prompting Hinton 
– apparently tired of retreating – to organise a counter-attack. The action is described in the citation for his VC: Yelling ‘to Hell with this, who’ll 
come with me?’, Hinton: ran to within several yards of the nearest gun; … he hurled two grenades, which completely wiped out the crew. He then 
came on with the bayonet followed by a crowd of New Zealanders. German troops abandoned the first 6″ gun & retreated into two houses. 
Sergeant Hinton smashed the window & then the door of the first house & dealt with the garrison with the bayonet. He repeated the performance 
in the second house & as a result, until overwhelming German forces arrived, the New Zealanders held the guns. Sergeant Hinton then fell with a 
bullet wound through the lower abdomen & was taken prisoner. Hinton spent the rest of the war in POW camps in Greece & Germany. The 
announcement of the award of the Victoria Cross was made on 17 October 1941. In a departure from custom, Hinton was presented with the 
ribbon of his medal by a German general at a camp parade. Characteristically, Hinton was at the time being held in solitary confinement after one 
of several escape attempts. When ‘JD’, as he was known to his mates, returned to New Zealand after the war he became a publican, managing 
hotels around the country. He retired in Christchurch in 1980 & died in 1997. https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/jack-hinton-wins-victoria-cross 
 

131 perish in worst civilian shipwreck in New Zealand waters - 29 April 1881 - 140 years on  -  The steamer Tararua, en route from 
Port Chalmers to Melbourne, struck a reef at Waipapa Point, Southland. Of the 151 passengers and crew on board, 131 were lost, including 12 
women and 14 children. The Tararua grounded only about a kilometre from shore, but would-be rescuers could not reach the stricken vessel 
because of high seas. Most of those who perished were washed overboard and drowned. The Court of Inquiry into the tragedy concluded that the 
‘negligent failure’ of Able Seaman Weston to ‘keep a proper look-out’ was the immediate cause of the grounding, but that the ‘wreck and loss of 
life’ was largely due to the master, Francis Garrard, failing to ‘accurately ascertain the ship’s position’ in the hour before it struck the reef. The 
worst shipping disaster in New Zealand waters remains the loss of HMS Orpheus on 7 February 1863, when 189 of the 259 naval and army 
personnel on board perished after the vessel grounded on the bar at the entrance to Manukau Harbour, Auckland.  
       https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/131-perish-worst-civilian-shipwreck-nz-waters 
 

 

My Family - Researching During Lockdown 2020 
  

My great grandfather Alexander McKenzie (1841 – 1911) was 
employed as a Toll Keeper at the Green Island Toll Gate just 
out of Dunedin.  His time there is not known but numerous 
family have told me of this.  What I was also told, was he had 
a hook on one hand probably as a result of an accident 
somewhere.  
 

Alexander arrived in Auckland around 1861 – 1863, 
presumably a single man, married in 1865 and was a father in 
1866.  On his baby’s birth certificate it reads that the 
occupation of the father is a Quarryman, and as he lived in 
Newton (a close suburb of Auckland centre) the quarry was 
close to where he was living.  
 

I thought during Lockdown, if I only knew a bit more of him so 
to that end I rang an historian I know in Dunedin to see if he could help, perhaps finding when he was employed at the Toll Gate.  The 
only bit of history that he suggested was a book called  “The Green and The Gold” by Kathleen Healey and it’s about Green Island, a 
suburb south of Dunedin.  It turns out that Kathleen put out two books on this subject, one of early Green Island and the other a bit later.      
[Interview with author - https://natlib.govt.nz/records/22473985.]  
 

Where will I buy one of these I thought, so to Mr Google I went and there was one on TradeMe in Napier.  I put in a bid and next I know 
it’s mine.  After waiting three weeks for the courier to deliver it arrived. 
 

This was to be an interesting read.  Then on page 93 a few short lines read and I quote  “…there had been several toll bars throughout 
the country, but by 1916, the Green Island gate was the only one left in the South Island.”  “Worthy of note was the bar at the junction of 
the Greytown Road on the rise over Saddle Hill, where ‘Mr McKenzie with an iron hook on an injured hand easily proffered coins to the 
astonishment of travelling youngsters’ .”  Is this my Alexander I thought, surely there weren’t any other men working there with that name. 
 

Those few words now gave me more questions than answers.  Where did Kathleen Healey find that information or who supplied this? 
 

Unfortunately, Kathleen passed away in 1996 but someone may know.  I haven’t come across or been told of any other writings of the 
Toll Gates in Dunedin and they were abolished by Act of Parliament in 1924.  Alister McKenzie, NZSG # 15082 
 

 [See below a link to an article in Otago Daily Times, 19th July 2016, including photos.  “Because the early motorists' jaunts into the country 
were clearly not essential, there were attempts to restrict the damage they were causing by closing roads (such as Portobello Road on Otago 
Peninsula) or regulating traffic (by installing a toll bar at Green Island to help pay for road repairs). The Otago Motor Club lobbied relentlessly 
to have these impediments removed, and unofficially issued a map to its members that showed how to take side roads to bypass the toll bar.”  
https://www.odt.co.nz/lifestyle/magazine/wheels-motion - This article had the beautiful photo attached.  Editor] 

 

 
 

Computer Interest Group – March 2021 
 

Sharing of research, successes, brickwalls and problems: 
 Research request – finding a wealthy benefactor who left a nephew £30,000 in 1870s.  John Mather’s aunt died 1871 or 72. Ancestry has a 

source - England & Wales National Probate Calendar (Index of Wills and Administrations), 1858-1995. Using this, I made a broad search of 
a female, with the surname Mather, who died 1871-72. Looking at each of the search results, I focused on the value of the estate, looking for 
someone with a large enough estate for a nephew to inherit 30,000 pounds. Having found a strong candidate, I did further research on her 
and her wider family to identify the link to John.        Natasha 

 Indian ancestry leads to learning about the Kalimpong Kids. Between 1908 and 1938, 130 Anglo-Indian adolescents were sent to New 
Zealand from Dr Graham’s Homes in Kalimpong, India. Most were the children of British tea planters and Indian women, and faced an 
uncertain future in India. Their resettlement in New Zealand was in many ways a success, but it was also characterised by silence about 
their heritage. - http://www.kalimpongkids.org.nz/           Fran 

 Query about how to obtain an original birth certificate for a person later adopted. Person themselves can apply, but forms required.  
Suggested NZSG Members – Griffis Illegitimacies Collections – Gary 

 Scottish Kirk sessions now available for free search on Scotland’s People – can give lots of family information eg. pre-nuptial  – Victoria 
 Seeking shipping and dates arriving and leaving for a family member about 1922. Had some help in Library after meeting – Cathrine 
 Ancestry.com has been extended again - free access until the end of June 2021 
 Ngāi Tahu Kareao – The Ngāi Tahu Archive - www.kareao.nz 
 Save the Date - Christchurch Family History Expo - chchfhexpo@gmail.com   
 Christchurch Anglican Archives closing from 30 April to move to new location Cardale House - closed for most of year 
 Wigram Museum research unavailable, probably for most of rest of year to catch up with backlog of work 
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 Irish links - Found these two links on Facebook. Someone may find them of use. 
https://norman.tripod.com/hidden_wexford_genealogy/index2.htm  Wexford &  https://norman.tripod.com/index2.htm  Kilmore    Carole

 Irish Interest Group - Friends of Ireland - link to an Otago University website about the Irish in Aotearoa survey: 
https://www.otago.ac.nz/news/news/otago786046.html where you can find a PDF copy of the 
report Irish in Aotearoa: Mapping the Irish community and people of Irish heritage in New 
Zealand: https://www.friendsofireland.co.nz/Irish-in-Aotearoa-Report  Tony Gordon 

 CloudConvert https://cloudconvert.com/ converts almost any file from one format to almost any 
other format. It can convert files in more than  200 different formats. Useful for converting PNG 
images into JPG format. It also can turn a PDF file into a DOCX file, which you may open in 
Microsoft Word, LibreOffice, or Google Docs, or into JPG so can insert in document. It also can 
convert Macintosh Keynote presentation files into PowerPoint PPTX files. CloudConvert does an 
great job of converting PDF files into editable .DOC or .DOCX files as its translation seems very 
accurate. It also allows you to extract audio from a video file, eg. select a .MOV file and convert it to .MP3 format or video .MP4. 

 Old maps and archaeological sites for British Isles - website found in Kent 
FHS newsletter, Vol 16 # 6, March 2021 - 
https://www.archiuk.com/archi/archi_maps.htm.  Place can be searched by 
place name or by county. The maps under place names have a map slide 
which allows you to overlay the Victorian map with a modern one.  This is very 
useful for places where the names have changed.     David 
o Try also National Library of Scotland (for all of UK) - 

https://maps.nls.uk/geo/find/ - use slider view for different dates or can use side by side maps  Tony 
o Try Canterbury Historic Maps - https://apps.canterburymaps.govt.nz/CanterburyHistoricAerialImagery/  

 CDs in computer room – on separate shelf, collection of old maps of different years to compare - named and catalogued. Can be copied off 
as PDFs and used to put meat on bones for your family stories. 

 1939 Register - https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-records/1939-register   
Find out what your ancestors were doing on the eve of WWII by searching the 1939 
Register on Findmypast, its official online home, in partnership with the National 
Archives. Discover exactly what they did for a living, maps of where they lived & 
even who their neighbours were. Or click on the address tab to search for your own 
address, or an address you know, to see who was living there in September 
1939. Then you can put it all in context. Read newspaper articles & see 
photographs from the era. After WWII, this database was used by NHS 
(National Health Service) & was updated with change of names & addresses. 

 Discussion on use of Facebook and social media – another tool for toolbox – some are using in different ways, some not.  Suggest we 
discuss at a future Computer Group meeting.         Fiona 

 
 

 

 

 

BISHOPDALE BRANCH  
 

NEXT MEETING:  Thursday 22nd April 2021,  7:30 p.m. at St Margaret's Hub, 94 Farrington Avenue. 
 

Topic:  AGM - notices to follow 
Guest Speaker: Major Kingsley Samson - Salvation Army in the War 
 

All welcome. Visitors are most welcome, for whom there will be a $3 door charge.    Regards Christina Carroll         
 
************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************ 
 

Convenor:   Frances Cadman     Branch Email: bishopdale@genealogy.org.nz  
Secretary:   Lis Hunter        
Newsletter Contact:  Christina Carroll View our branch library catalogue at   https://www.librarything.com/catalog/bishopdalenzsg 
 

 

 
 

WAIMAKARIRI BRANCH  
 

Monthly General Meeting dates are held on the third Tuesday of each month from January to November.  Usually there is a Guest 
Speaker followed by a light supper.  There is no charge for these evenings. 
 

Next Meeting:    Date:  Tuesday 20th April 2021 at 7.30pm    
Topic – We will have a group from U3A GENEALOGISTS, come to visit us and share what they are doing in their group in researching 
family history.  Raffles and cuppa AFTERWARDS. 
 

Venue:  Waimakariri Branch, Rangiora Brass Band Rooms, Northbrook Road.  All Welcome.          Thanks to Christine Pearson 
 

***************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************  
 

Convenor:   Gordon McIvor     
Email:  Waimakariri@genealogy.org.nz           
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COMMITTEE  2020 / 2021 

 

Convenor  Fiona Lees   
Secretary  / Webmaster Jan Watts            
Treasurer Pauline Noonan   
Newsletter Editors / Membership  David & Fiona Lees   
Speaker’s Convenor Lorraine Wilmshurst   
Technology Guru Gordy Collingwood   
 Philip Creed   
 Carole Jackson   
 Clare Simpson   
 Natasha Wells   
Other contacts:     
Librarian / Library  Jan Watts            
Family history magazines Maureen Kelso   
School register project Sandra Serra   
School rolls research Rae Wilson   
European Interest Group Kathy Bisman   
Australian Interest Group Atholin Pierre   
Computer Interest Group Fiona Lees   
Irish Interest Group Tony Gordon   
WWI Project - War Memorials /    
                   Boards of Honour  

Evelyn Robertson   

 

  

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS:   
We wish a warm welcome and happy researching to returning members  

Malcolm & Cathrine OGDEN.  
 

  

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS are Due by 31ST April 2021 for year ending 31st March 2022. 
 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM: We pass on sympathy & condolences to all those who have lost family & friends recently.   
Robert James (Jim) McGlinn, April 24, 1932 - March 3, 2021.  Jim was a member from 2000 to 2016.     

 
 

New Zealand Society of Genealogist’s Website:- http://www.genealogy.org.nz 
 

 

Please let us know if you are shifting or have changed address, or email address, so we can keep our records current, & keep in touch. 
Apologies for any errors & omissions in newsletter.  Corrections & additions welcome.  Photograph credits – David Lees & Malcolm Wilmshurst. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

NEWSLETTER  
  

NZSG  Canterbury  Branch 
PO  Box  38064, 
Parklands,  
CHRISTCHURCH  8842 

 

 
Thanks to our Newsletter Printer (printing from his home) 
- AndrewStark @ AWS Publications Ltd 

 

                 

 
 
 
 

 

NZSG CANTERBURY BRANCH LIBRARY HOURS   
 

Open:  1st & 3rd Thursday of Month from 12noon – 3:00pm, and   
2nd & 4th Saturday of Month from 12noon – 3:00pm. 

 

 Bring along your research queries and brick walls to your branch library – use the resources there and receive assistance. 
Branch LIBRARY at Parkview Community Lounge  -  75 Queenspark Drive, Parklands 

Canterbury Branch Library is an Affiliate Library of FamilySearch – access to restricted records here!! 
 

 

 
 

FAMILY HISTORY CENTRE @ 25 FENDALTON ROAD  
Hours: Tuesday 10:00am - 2:00pm and 7:00pm - 9:00pm 

 
****************************************************************************************************--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

TŪRANGA - CHRISTCHURCH CENTRAL LIBRARY @ 60 CATHEDRAL SQUARE 
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9:00AM – 8:00PM  (GROUND FLOOR 8:00AM – 8:00PM)      

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 10:00AM – 5:00PM 
 

 
****************************************************************************************************--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

CHRISTCHURCH PARKLANDS LIBRARY @ 46 QUEENSPARK DRIVE 
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9:00AM – 6:00PM.  SATURDAY 10:00AM – 4:00PM 

 
 

****************************************************************************************************--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

CHRISTCHURCH FENDALTON LIBRARY @ 4 JEFFREYS ROAD 
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9:00AM – 8:00PM.  SATURDAY 10:00AM – 4:00PM 

 


