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N ZSG  C A N T ER B U R Y  BRA N C H  N E WS L ETT E R  
Meetings - Parkview Community Lounge Hall, 75 Queenspark Drive, Parklands 
  Monthly – 2nd Thursday evening at 7:30pm  &  3rd Thursday morning at 10:00am 
    Visitors welcome – Gold coin donation   
Email -  CanterburyNZ@genealogy.org.nz   
Postal  -   PO  Box 38064, Parklands, CHRISTCHURCH 8842 

Facebook -  https://www.facebook.com/CanterburyNZGenealogy/  
Canterbury  Branch  Website  -  http://canterburygenealogy.wordpress.com/  
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Programme for February 2021 
 

 

Thursday 11th February - 7:30pm - Evening Meeting – Parkview Community Lounge - Hall 

DNA – GENETICS 
Rob Cruickshank is going to talk to us about genetic variation, where it comes from and how it becomes unevenly 

distributed around the globe in patterns that reflect the history of human migration. This variation helps to identify where in 
the world someone's genome comes from, often described as 'ethnicity' in genealogy circles. 

 

 

Thursday 18th February at 10:00am  - Morning Meeting - Parkview Community Lounge – Hall  
Note new start time for our morning meetings, starting at 10:00am with morning tea while we have notices & members input, followed by the 
speaker from 10:30am – 12:00 noon.  You are most welcome to go down to the Donnington Room to continue chatting following the meeting. 

THE BARKER FAMILY & THEIR PHOTOGRAPHS 
Daniel Stirland, Curator Special Projects, from the Canterbury Museum will share the Barker Family photographs and 

stories with us this morning. 

 
 

Other Dates for February 2021   
 

Thursday 4th    Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 
Saturday 6th    Waitangi Day – 141 years on (Monday-ised so observed on Monday 8th as a statutory holiday) 
Saturday 13th   Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12noon – 3:00pm 
Sunday 14th   Prebbleton Heritage Display – Many photos displayed and others able to be accessed.  Prebbleton Hall, 617 Springs 

Road, 9am – 4pm.  No entry fee, but appreciate donation to cover costs. If you have any old photos covering Prebbleton 
and area, please contact Daphne McAven phone 349-8886 

Thursday 18th    Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 
 

Saturday 20th   DNA & Genealogy drop-in sessions at Shirley Library – 10:00am to 12noon – run by Shirley Library and volunteers 
from NZSG Canterbury Branch.  At Shirley Library - book through Shirley Library, phone 941-7923 

 

Monday 22nd    Australian Interest Group -  Informal group asking & answering questions, sharing information, resources & knowledge.  
Led by Atholin Pierre. 10:30am - Parkview Community Lounge – Donnington Room  

Monday 22nd  Christchurch Earthquake 2011 - 10th Anniversary & Memorial Service   
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/christchurch-earthquake-kills-185 - See Page 2  

 

Thurs 25th – 27th RootsTech Connect – Virtual Conference – Free to register – See Page 9  
 

Saturday 27th    Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm  
 

Saturday 27th  Christchurch City Libraries 'Clubs & Societies Expo'  - Tūranga (City Library), Cathedral 
Square – 11:00am-3:00pm.  Come along and chat with those from a variety of different clubs 
& societies aimed at adults, and discover your new hobby and passion.  NZSG Canterbury 
Branch will have a table at this expo.  https://christchurch.bibliocommons.com/events/5fdac72e585f6f440085cd93  

 

Programme for March  2021 
 

Thursday 4th    Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 
Saturday 6th   Irish Interest Group – Bi-monthly informal group asking & answering questions, sharing information, resources & 

knowledge. Led by Tony Gordon. 10:00am.  Parkview Community Lounge – Donnington Room 
Saturday 6th   DNA & Genealogy drop-in sessions at Shirley Library – 10:00am to 12noon – run by Shirley Library and volunteers 

from NZSG Canterbury Branch.  At Shirley Library - book through Shirley Library, phone 941-7923 
Thursday 11th   Evening Meeting – “The Challenges of Writing About Women” - Margaret Lovell-Smith 
Saturday 13th   Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12noon – 3:00pm 
Sunday 14th  Bushtown Open Day, Waimate - Bushtown Heritage Site, Dobson Street, Waimate, 10am-4pm.  Admission: $10.00 

adult (children FREE) – see Page 4 
Thursday 18th   Morning Meeting – “Cemeteries” – Gareth Wright 
Thursday 18th    Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 
Saturday 20th  Visit to St Saviour’s Church & Cemetery in Templeton (details in March newsletter) 
Saturday 27th Computer Interest Group – Bi-monthly informal group asking & answering questions, sharing websites, discussing 

computers & genealogy programs.  We will stop half way through for a cuppa break. Led by Fiona Lees.    
10:00am - 12noon - Parkview Community Lounge – Hall 

Saturday 27th Continental Europe Interests – individual research session – led by Kathy Bisman and other experienced 
genealogists.  This will be from 12:30 - 2:30pm. Parkview Community Lounge – Donnington Room 

Saturday 27th    Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 
Fri 26 - Sun 28th Comte de Paris – Celebration of 180 years since landing in Akaroa of French & German settlers – postponed from last 

year due to COVID.  http://www.comtedeparisdescendants.org.nz/  - See Page 4 
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FROM THE COMMITTEE 
Branch News:   
 

Welcome back to another fun year of genealogy.  It was great to see so many back at the Computer Group session, all chatting & 
catching up. From now on our regular morning meetings will start at 10am (used to start at 9:45am). Booked until 12:15pm, allowing us 
extra time to enjoy & chat. 
 

In Canterbury Branch we have had a decade like no other, so it is just as well those of us in the Mainland / Canterbury / Christchurch are 
strong, staunch and resourceful. 
 

22 February 2021 will mark the tenth anniversary of what most outside of Christchurch think of as our primary ‘Christchurch Earthquake’. 
We know that this was an aftershock of the Darfield Earthquake that occurred on 4 September 2010, after which we have had over 
20,000 aftershocks. 
 

We will be remembering the 10th Anniversary of our Blackest Day on 22nd February 2021. We are nearing the end of this decade, a 
decade marked with many disasters that have tested us as people and communities.  We remember the people and places we have lost. 
We are still reminded occasionally that we live on the ‘Shaky Isles’ with yet another quake.  It is impossible to forget when everywhere we 
look we miss so many old familiar landmarks, and see many new buildings.  Yes, Christchurch is still a building site and demolition site, 
both above and below ground, with so many water, waste and stormwater pipes still requiring complete replacement.   The earthquakes 
themselves were devastating and frightening, the forces of nature.  The EQC, insurance and shonky rebuilds still continue to devastate 
and traumatise so many of our people ten years on. 
  

We are proud of who we are, and have more compassion and understanding of others, we have learnt 
to look out and care for each other more.  We seem to be more inclusive of other sections of our wider 
community, we seem to smile, acknowledge and welcome others more than we used to.  Many have 
now even met their neighbours! 
 

In spite of all the challenges we have also enjoyed some significant, positive events within the past 
decade, including our branch 50th anniversary and NZSG National Conference. We have found we can 
do so much more remotely, and keep in touch and communicate. We will continue to enjoy our 
addictive, fascinating interest in genealogy and hope for a less eventful decade ahead.  
 
Calendar for 2021 - Enclosed is an email copy of our calendar with our events for next year.  We have 
kept to much the same recipe: evening meetings 2nd Thursday of month; morning meetings 3rd Thursday of 
the month, (but starting a bit later & going a bit longer to give us a more enjoyable session).  We will have the 
library open from 12 – 3 pm on 1st & 3rd Thursdays and on 2nd & 4th Saturdays every month. 
 
COVID-19 Preparedness: Reminding people at every meeting:  

 Look after ourselves and each other, protect our way of life 
 To either Scan the QR code (perhaps at the beginning and end of the meeting) OR to note their 

whereabouts that day in their COVID ‘Diary’, however they do it 
 To sanitise their hands as they go into the hall or a meeting room and as they leave 
 To sanitise their hands before they get their cuppa and bickie 
 Please do not join us if you are feeling unwell.         

 

As always, if you have any suggestions or comments please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me or others on the committee.  
Fiona,    Phone 021 040 8606    NZSG-CantyGroup-Newsletter@hotmail.co.nz   

 

 

Canterbury Earthquake National Memorial Service – 10th Anniversary 
The tenth anniversary of the 22 February 2011 earthquake will be marked with a national memorial service on the North Bank of 
Oi Manawa Canterbury Earthquake National Memorial. 
 

Those wishing to attend the service are invited to arrive by 12:20pm for a 12.30pm sharp start. The service will also be live-streamed for 
those who are unable to attend.  We are mindful that the Covid-19 pandemic means that many people who would normally travel to 
Christchurch for the 10th anniversary of the earthquake will be unable to do so. 
 

After the service, people will have the opportunity to lay floral tributes at the Memorial Wall across the river. 
 

The council has worked closely with the Quake Families Trust on the programme for the service. 
 

On February 28, Bic Runga will be the headline performer at Ōtautahi Together – a free music concert on the Archery Lawn of the 
Botanic Gardens.  The concert will conclude the commemorations and will be a chance to reflect on our journey over the past 10 years 
and our kotahiyanga [togetherness] as we look to our future. https://ccc.govt.nz/news-and-events/whats-on/event/canterbury-earthquake-
national-memorial-service   https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/christchurch-earthquake-10th-anniversary-memorial-service-to-feature-bic-
runga/S7RBSUTH3ZJ7DYQKZFYOV7CG44/ 
 

 

Canterbury Branch Quiz & Christmas Lunch 
Our last event for 2020 was special & 
very friendly after a difficult year where 
we found it difficult to plan, as things 
changed, as the whole world had learnt. 
We started with a quiz, compiled by Alan 
Tunnicliffe, with plenty of laughs & chat, 
followed by a lovely lunch of shared 
finger food & more chat. 
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CANTERBURY BRANCH LIBRARY 
 

AT PARKVIEW COMMUNITY LOUNGE  -  75 QUEENSPARK DRIVE, PARKLANDS 
 

Open:  1st & 3rd Thursday of Month from 12noon – 3:00pm    &    2nd & 4th Saturday of Month from 12noon – 3:00pm. 
 

February 2021 library dates:- 
 Thursday 4th & 18th from 12noon to 3:00pm 
 Saturday 13th & 27th from 12noon to 3:00pm 

March 2021 library dates:- 
 Saturday 4th & 18th from 12noon to 3:00pm 
 Thursday 13th & 27th from 12noon to 3:00pm 

 

Use your branch library - a great opportunity to have one on one help for your research. 

The Branch library will be open on the usual days – 1st & 3rd Thursdays and the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month.  (See the actual 
dates for February & March above.)  We have decided to extend our hours from 12noon to 3:00pm for both Library open days (Thursday 
and Saturdays). 
 
 
 

NEW BOOK IN THE LIBRARY 
  

Book Donation - “The Family Tree Guide to DNA Testing and Genetic Genealogy”, By Blaine T. Bettinger  
Thanks to Lynne Hanham for kindly donating this book in memory of Pamela Atkinson   
who died last year.   
 
 
Library Catalogue - Search our library catalogue online, so when you visit the library, 
you will already know what is there.  https://canterburygenealogy.wordpress.com/branch-library/ 
 

 

Branch Book Indexing Project update for newsletter 
 

Most of you will be aware that for many years Canterbury Branch has been transcribing Canterbury School Admission Records & still 
continue to do so. In the past couple of years we have been indexing Canterbury / Christchurch local, church & school history booklets 
to compliment these records.  
 

As we have reached over 60,000 entries it was suggested to us that these entries be collated to create a dataset to be called 
Canterbury Book Index by NZSG Canterbury Branch & in due course it will be added to the NZSG Kiwi Collection. 
This has been agreed to & as we complete more book indexes they will be added. 
 

Some titles completed are:-  
 The Church of St Mary the Virgin, Addington 1867-1967,  
 Beckenham School 75th Jubilee 1915-1990,  
 The Architectural Heritage of Christchurch Nurses Memorial Chapel,  
 Ladies at Home Book Christchurch 1902,  
 Bobs & Singles - A history of the Christchurch Cathedral Society of Bell-ringers,  
 Christchurch Boys High School War Memorial Magazine 1939-40,  
 A Dream Come True - The Christchurch Town Hall,  
 Thorrington School 25th Anniversary 1958-983,  
 North Canterbury Hospital & Charitable Aid Board - Official History-Progress & Development (pub1926).     

 

Thanks to the Book Indexing team & those who kindly keep donating books, booklets & souvenir programmes for our branch library & 
indexing.     Happy Hunting - Kathy Bisman - Canterbury Branch Book Indexing Project. 
 

 

City Libraries - book recommendations submitted by Evelyn 
I very recently got round to doing what I had been intending to do for a very long time!  I suggested to the City Library that they acquire 
some genealogical mysteries. Peter Calver of the Lost Cousins site obviously enjoys reading them, and gives each one a good review. 
  

Below is the almost instant response I got from the Library. I hope other of our members may enjoy these novels too. 
 

Kia ora Evelyn, thank you for your suggestion for Genealogical mysteries, you may be interested in these titles that I have ordered.  
They should be on our catalogue by tomorrow. 
 

All by Brynn Bonner: Paging the Dead  Death in Real Time Picture them Dead Dead in a Flash 
By Dann Waddell: Blood Reckoning  Blood Atonement 
M J Lee:   Merchants Daughter 

From Jane, Selection & Access Librarian, From Evelyn Robertson 
 

 

 

WHERE TO NEXT WITH YOUR DNA RESULTS?  
 

DNA has become an important tool in our toolbox for many.  Our evening speaker this month is talking about 
genetic variations, genomes and ethnicity, which will be interesting background. We are thinking about having 
some informal DNA result & query sessions to help us learn more. If you have questions or have hit a brick 
wall, contact Bruce Holm   or Barry.  There is also a DNA & Genealogy drop-in session at Shirley library on the 1st Saturday each month, 
from 10:00am to 12noon (book through Shirley Library, phone 941-7923) that may help you solve the problem, and also ask for help at 
our Branch Library. 
 

We need volunteers to help at Shirley Library drop-ins, they would like to offer 2 mornings a month  – can you help? 
 

NZSG members have access to DNA webinars in the Member's Only area of the NZSG website.  -  NZSG have purchased a license 
so that our members can enjoy DNA Boot Camps free of charge. 
 

Have you searched the Internet for assistance – try Google and YouTube videos for step by step explanations? 
 

 

NZSG Regional Meeting – Canterbury Branch hosted this meeting after our Branch 
Christmas Lunch. Attendance was in person or by Zoom (virtual meetings that we have been 
using especially during lockdown). This was a saving of over 2 hours travel each way from 
Waimate & Timaru.  Other Branches in our region either sent or presented reports on their 
Branch activities, since the last regional meeting which was held in October 2019.  Bruce 
Holm, NZSG Director gave an update from NZSG. It is great to talk with other branches. 
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180 Year Anniversary Weekend – Akaroa - 26-28th March 2021   
 

The Comte de Paris descendants Group, and the Libeau Family, are planning a weekend of activities, reminiscences, displays & 
information-sharing to commemorate 180 years since the arrival of the French & German settlers in Akaroa on board the Comte de Paris. 
 

This weekend – delayed due to Covid 19 – is open to all descendants, the Banks 
Peninsula Community and those interested in our early New Zealand history.  
There are a wide variety of events including unveiling of settler headstones 
(broken during the earthquakes), guided historical tours, Conversazione, Dinner 
and Dance, displays etc. 
 

Registration: 
 

Until 28th February - $30. Includes the Saturday afternoon & Sunday BYO picnic 
lunch.  
From the 1-12th March registration will be $40. 
From the 13th March registration will be $50 with entry at the discretion of the 
planning committee depending on space and catering considerations.  
 

Other activities are optional:  Conversazione - $25, Dinner and Dance - $65, 
guided historical walks - $10. 
 

To register or seek further information: 
Phone either Linda 027 410 0921 or Bruce 021 156 2805 
Email: cdpdescendants@gmail.com 
Come and join us for a fun  weekend.   Emailed enclosed copies of Poster, brochure and Registration Form. 
  

 

Bushtown Open Day - Waimate - Bushtown Heritage Site, Dobson Street, Waimate, Sunday 14th 
March, 10am-4pm.  Admission: $10.00 adult (children FREE)   
 

Step back in time with members of the South Canterbury Traction Engine Club at the annual Bushtown 
Steam Up Day.  Admission: $10.00 adult (children FREE). 
There will be plenty to entertain the entire family; 
 Steam traction engines  Working sawmill  
 Vintage tractors   Edwardian heritage 
 Children’s activities   Waitaki woodturners 
 Champion axeman - wood chopping display 
 Market stalls, food and drinks available  Thanks to Edwina Swingler 
 

 

Save the Date - Christchurch Family History Expo - <chchfhexpo@gmail.com> 
 

Following our Virtual Expo in 2020, Christchurch City Libraries (in collaboration with Memories in Time) 
are pleased to advise that they will be hosting a live Family History Expo in Christchurch from 20-22 
August 2021 (conditions permitting). 
 

There will be 2 days of seminars on 21 and 22 August and a ticketed opening event in the evening of Friday 20 August. 
 

If you are interested in submitting a talk please contact us for an Expression of Interest (EOI), submissions close on 14 March.  If you 
have any suggestions of speakers or topics, do not hesitate to send us your suggestions as we want to provide an interesting and varied 
programme. 
 

Save the date and we look forward to seeing you in August. 
 

The Expo Steering Group would like to invite you to submit an expression of interest to speak and / or exhibit and / or sponsor at the 
2021 Christchurch Family History Expo. As our 2020 programme was reduced to one day of virtual seminars, we are happy to consider 
resubmitted talks from last year. 
 

Please find attached emailed information about the Expo & an Expressions of Interest Form for you to complete & return if you would like 
to be involved.  Expressions of interest to exhibit &/or speak are required by Sunday, 14th March 2021. You are very welcome to share 
this information with other contacts you may have who could be interested in being involved with the Expo. We look forward to hearing 
from you.        Kind regards, Jenny Lowe, On behalf of the Steering Group 
 

 

My $1 History Trip 
One of the things I hated in my childhood was being dragged along to second-hand shops with my mother. As 
an adult, an afternoon at the hokohoko shops (literally ‘‘sold twice’’) is my happy place. A couple of Saturdays 
ago I found this beautiful little book hidden amongst the usual seven copies of various volumes of the Twilight 
trilogy found in every second-hand store. It’s not in great condition, but has some gorgeous colour plates and 
is signed in careful cursive by its original owner – ‘‘Thomas Godkin, Ngaire School, 1893’’. I handed over my 
dollar and added it to my pile of mismatched doilies and bone china plates. 
 

Once home, I decided to see if I could find anything out about Thomas – and dived headfirst down a rabbit 
hole of internet searches to uncover the family history of some of our nation’s first Pākehā settlers. Thanks to a 
certain pandemic, the library system had opened up its genealogy website subscriptions for searches from home – and I found that 
Thomas was born in 1885 in Puniwhakau, Taranaki. 
His mother, Jane Strachan Robertson, emigrated with her family from Glasgow, aged 2, in 1842 on the Duchess of Argyle, carrying the 
biggest group of Pākehā settlers to date. The family lived in a raupō whare in Mechanics Bay, Auckland, where James started a rope 
manufacturing company, which soon relocated to Carlaw Park, next to what is now the Stanley Street tennis stadium, rebranding as 
Donaghy’s Rope and Twine Works. 
There, James constructed a famous ‘‘rope walk’’, where huge lengths of rope for shipping were laid out in the process of combing, 
spinning and tarring flax. In 1849, he set up a banquet hall for 500 local Māori on his rope walk, in celebration of Queen Victoria’s 
birthday. 
 

James acquired land in Māngere, and sent his then 15-year old son, James Jr, to live there as ‘‘the pioneer white settler’’, according to 
the Auckland Star. On selling the business, the rest of the family relocated to Māngere Bridge, where James & his sons were prominent 
settlers, serving on the road board, school committee, county council, the cemetery committee & as members of the Ōtāhuhu cavalry 
under Colonel Marmaduke Nixon, who commanded a unit in defence of South Auckland in the New Zealand Wars. However, the papers 
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reported a good relationship between the Robertsons and local iwi, with James Jr learning te reo, which enabled him to settle disputes 
with Māngere Māori. 
 

James’ daughter Jane married John Boles Godkin in Māngere in 1868. John had arrived from Ireland in 1855, aged 21, after a career as 
a sailor. An Auckland paper claimed he was the first settler to fell bush to construct the Great South Road to prepare for the invasion of 
the Waikato, although this claim was retracted in his obituary in 1927. John was, however, in charge of 100 men tasked with building the 
road, armed to fend off Māori keen to relieve the Pākehā of their muskets. 
 

The couple moved to Taranaki in 1880, farming and raising their family of six, including Thomas. John was at various times a member of 
the New Plymouth Harbour Board and the Hāwera County Council, and founded the local dairy co-op. At 85, on the death of his wife, he 
set out on a five-year world tour, before retiring to Auckland, where he died, aged 93. 
 

Thomas leaves less of a public record than his forebears, although someone sharing his name led a very interesting life in the Franklin 
district, involving adultery, a fatal bar fight, illegitimate children and drunken car accidents. Our Thomas married local girl Madeline 
Corkill, raising a daughter, Ngaere, and a son, Thomas John Robertson Godkin, before dying in 1934. 
 

These sites of confrontation and confiscation in Auckland, Waikato and Taranaki provided work, new homes and income for both sides of 
Thomas’ family. All of these places had names and histories that predate Thomas’ whānau. 
 

Mechanics Bay is in the area known by Ngāti Whātua as Te Toangaroa – named for the dragging of a waka long distance. Māngere was 
inhabited by many iwi over the centuries, sitting in the borderland between the Tamaki isthmus and the Waikato. Land was confiscated 
here in 1863 – the historical backdrop to the contemporary crisis at Ihumātao. 
 

Ngaire was misnamed by Pākehā settlers, reverting to its original Ngaere, meaning swamp, in 1909. Local iwi say it was named for the 
tears shed by Taranaki maunga on his way to his current resting place, after his loss in the love triangle with Tongariro and Pīhanga. 
The Robertsons leave a visual legacy on the Auckland landscape: St Cuthbert’s private school has a building named for James Jr, and 
Robertson Road remains one of the key roads in Māngere today. Artist Caroline Robinson recently installed a sculpture inspired by 
James’ rope walk and the water wheels that powered the early shipbuilding machinery at Mechanics Bay over the Kumeu motorway in 
west Auckland. 
 

Colonel Nixon was one of the highest-ranked casualties of the New Zealand Wars, dying of wounds received in the attack on the village 
of Rangiaowhia in 1863, where unarmed women, children and the elderly were killed. He is buried underneath the monument featuring 
him mounted on horseback in Ōtāhuhu, at the junction with the Great South Road, partly cleared by Thomas’ grandfather John. 
 

All of this for a dollar. Descendants of Thomas are welcome to contact me for the return of his schoolbook. 
 

Khylee Quince, The Press 28/11/2021 Page B7 – thanks to Lorraine 
 

 

MEMBERS’ RESEARCH INTERESTS & QUERIES AND REQUESTS FOR LOCAL INFORMATION 

 

Members are invited to submit a recent find, surnames or topics of interest, or to ask a question, for inclusion in this newsletter.  This is a section 
for members to use – with members’ names, interests & localities - this could link people who are researching same names or in similar areas.   

 

 Local History at Down by the Liffey Gallery - You may have some folk interested in 
our show at Down by the Liffey Gallery, James Street, Lincoln.  'Memories of carefree 
happiness, and other times.' Photographs by John Stark from his time working for 
Habgoods in the 1960s, And some treasures from the Lincoln and Districts Historical 
Society collection - most with a story - or there is an opportunity to research it!  27th 
January to 7th February. Open Wed-Thur 11.30am-2.30pm and Fri-Sun 10am-4pm.   

Adriana de Groot, Lincoln and Districts Historical Society 
 NZ Archives Christchurch  – now have returned to COVID-19 Level 1, so have normal 

opening hours for NZ Archives, and no need to make an appointment.   
https://archives.govt.nz/contact-us   (or phone Christchurch 377 0760)   Lorraine  

 

 Ancestry.com has extended free access until the end of March 2021.  Free access to 
Ancestry from home via the Christchurch City Libraries website has once again been 
extended & is now available until 31st March, using your library card number & password.  
http://christchurchcitylibraries.com/eResources/Ancestry/     

 
 

 

 

SNIPPETS  -  Some bits & pieces of interest and some to help you with your research: 
 

 

 Reefton 150th -  Reefton is celebrating 150 years since its founding.   
For further information, contact Ina Lineham    or Deborah Williams    

 

The 150 year Celebrations in 2021 started with a special community event on 17th January 2021.  The 2021 year is to be a year of 
celebration, and community organisations and groups will be encouraged to participate using the 150 year celebration theme.  The 
150 year celebrations will conclude at the 2021 Reefton Christmas Parade.   Facebook link for further information -  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/172052266560299 

 

 Canterbury Museum 150th -  Visit an exhibition (1 October 2020 – 13 June 2021) which celebrates Canterbury Museum's 150th 
anniversary.  It is 150 years since the Canterbury Museum opened its doors on Rolleston Avenue in 1870. The anniversary is being 
celebrated with an exhibition and the release of a book detailing 150 iconic objects from the Museum's collection.  The exhibition 
displays photographs as well as physical objects and the book which will be available for purchase. 

 

https://www.canterburymuseum.com/whats-on/house-of-treasures-nga-taonga-tuku-iho/  
Explore the Museum’s extensive online collections - fascinating - https://collection.canterburymuseum.com/explore  
  

 Christ Church Cathedral Reinstatement Project  -  (Work is under way.) Through the Concept Design, the Cathedral remains the 
hero of the vision, supported by modern buildings that both contrast and complement it in terms of aesthetics and function.  To the 
north of the Cathedral will be the new Visitors’ Centre. On the ground level will be a café, with terraced steps leading down to a 
lowered, landscaped courtyard and museum and retail. To the south will be the ‘Cathedral Centre’ providing much-needed gathering 
spaces, offices and amenities. Both are designed to incorporate glass and wood textures to promote light and create a visual 
connection to the Square.  You can read our full media release https://reinstate.org.nz/news_topic/media-releases/ 
 

You can also see our amazing fly-through video https://vimeo.com/469580576 that will take you on this visual journey with us. 
With all of our hands, the roof of our Cathedral will rise again.     Thanks to Jim Copland 
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MEETING REPORTS 
 
 

Thursday Evening Meeting – FOOD GLORIOUS FOOD 
FOOD - What did you or your family eat when you were a child and how is it 
different from what we class as family meals today?   Lorraine led a discussion on 
this topic where we talked about the differences in food eaten between growing up 

in the country or town. We talked about milk 
delivery in large cans with dippers, and 
bottles and tokens.  Changed from glass 
bottles to plastic in about 1989. Recipe books 
produced as fund-raisers for schools and 
churches with interesting, different and 
favourite recipes – one book was titled “First 
catch your Weka”.  Chicken as a meal was a 
treat, much offal was eaten – tongue, liver, 
kidneys, brains (sweetbreads), tripe. Steak and kidney pie, rabbit stew. Grew your own vegetables, 
fruit trees.  Takeaways were a treat – mainly fish and chips and pies. Traditions, favourite and festive 
foods.  Foods that we didn’t then know about in NZ – pizza, coleslaw, McDonalds.  Doug Mackintosh 
spoke of his time in the Army in Malaya in 1956, with Chinese terrorists all around wasn’t safe to 

have aerial drops of rations, as would indicate where they were, so carried in 14 days of rations including stove and tablets of fuel 
(pictured above).  Thank you Lorraine for a really interesting discussion.       Fiona 
  

 

 

Thursday Morning Meeting – MERCHANT, MINER, MANDARIN: 
The Life and Times of Choie Sew Hoy & THE SS VENTNOR - 
Jenny Sew Hoy Agnew and Trevor Agnew 
 

Choie Sew Hoy (1838-1901) arrived in Port Chalmers in 1869; 150 years 
later, we are the benefactors of his rich legacy, recently assembled from 
diverse and illusive sources into an extensive narrative. 
 

Jenny Sew Hoy Agnew and Trevor Agnew recounted the life of Jenny’s 
great-great-grandfather in the context of her Cantonese ancestors from 
Guangdong via California (aged 13) and Victoria to Central Otago. Born in 
Sha Kong (north of Guangzhou) around 1838, his migrations were 
characteristic of the gold-rush era, the Chinese forming well-organised, 
integrated chains of migrant labourers who sent money back to their families. 
He was the eldest of four sons of Choie Bing Sum, a farmer. With female relatives seldom mentioned, Jenny became adept at adding the 
phrase ‘… and some daughters …’ to her account. In the 1850s Choie Sew Hoy married Young Soy May in China with whom he had two 
daughters and two sons; both sons joined their father in his merchant enterprise, but his wife never left China. He also ‘married’ his young 
English-language secretary, Eliza Ann Prescott who bore him two children between 1892 and 1895.  
 

Initially Choie Sew Hoy operated as a merchant / wholesaler in Dunedin providing Chinese miners & shopkeepers in Central Otago with 
[Chinese] supplies & equipment. His premises were strategically close to both the wharf & coach depot. Bilingual, he mixed in European 
society, speaking at meetings, interpreting at court hearings, and commenting on topical issues, such as immigration & the poll tax. 
 

Sew Hoy became a prominent leader of Otago Chinese miners, his integrity commanding 
respect from Europeans as well. During the 1880s, he acquired 11 mining interests. 
Inspired by the Dunedin Harbour dredge, in 1889 he modified the design to work river 
flats, establishing gold-dredging as a commercially viable and profitable operation; the 
‘Sew Hoy’ dredge laid the foundations of leading designs worldwide. He strategically 
invested in Otago property propitious for his transport needs and the water races that 
underpinned his extensive hydraulic sluicing initiatives.  
 

Sew Hoy observed his Chinese traditions and values; a benevolent society (Cheong 
Shing Tong) operated from his Dunedin store, helping the poor & elderly. In 1883, the 
society managed the exhumation of 230 Chinese dead & conveyed them to Guangdong. 
In 1902, Choie Sew Hoy was disinterred during another mass exhumation and placed on the SS Ventnor, bound for China; sadly, the 
ship sank off Hokianga and most of the bodies were lost; they are memorialised at Mitimiti where many remains washed ashore. 
 

Jenny and Trevor’s strenuous research began with some oral history from Jenny’s father and recollections from family. Challenges – 
scant documentation; multi-lingual sources; faithful rendering oral into written narrative; and the vacuum of female existence - were 
gradually overcome. Supplemented by extant historical research, generous aid from archivists and researchers, and the vital information 
yielded on Papers Past, we now have a credible base for future research.  
 

https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/engage/cup/new/merchant-miner-mandarin-the-life-and-times-of-the-remarkable-choie-sew-hoy.html 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Sew_Hoy  
https://pdf4pro.com/cdn/choie-sew-hoy-family-tree-website-http-www-choiesewhoy-40317d.pdf 
https://sewhoyreunion.weebly.com/introduction.html       Thanks to Clare Simpson. 
 

Look out for the wonderful book at bookstores and in the city libraries.  Further links of interest below. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Ventnor   
https://www.asiamediacentre.org.nz/opinion/ss-ventnor-maori-chinese-relationship/  https://my.christchurchcitylibraries.com/blogs/post/word-
christchurch-2020-merchant-miner-mandarin/  
 
 

Hororata Highland Games 10th Anniversary - 
stall run by Bishopdale and Canterbury Branch 
volunteers - https://hororatahighlandgames.org.nz/  
[Gordy, Natasha, Fiona at left (& Graeme Belworthy)] 
 

Once again a fabulous day with Scottish heritage, 
soaking up sights and sounds and meeting and talking 
with people, helping answering questions. 
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Computer Groups – November 2020 & January 2021 
The challenge to all was to bring along an example of different ways to present your family tree, as a photo, idea or an object, to the November 
Computer Group. There was a table to display items. There were many fabulous examples brought, some were. 

 Family Tree printout with background of Culzean Castle or family member or ship – Cathy H 
 Framed family tree including photos – Atholin, Cathy H 
 Computer program – family tree / chart report - Tony 
 Family heirloom quilt with photos printed on fabric – Clare 
 Waistcoat and printed sweatshirt, purchased fan with written names – Fiona 
 Published books – David R, Jan S 
 Military quilt – Jan G 
 Twin embroidered Scottish samplers – Victoria  
 Website with trees (created with Brother’s Keeper) and family history, including DNA result information – Barry  
 Geneaquilts - a different way of showing your family tree electronically: https://aviz.fr/geneaquilts   GeneaQuilts is a new visualization 

technique for representing large genealogies of up to several thousand individuals. The visualization takes the form of a diagonally-filled 
matrix, where rows are individuals & columns are nuclear families. For people to understand the concept run the video on the website. 
The voice on video has heavy French accent  - Tony 

 

Methodist Church of NZ Archives – Kathy - http://www.methodist.org.nz/archives - huge amount of information. 
http://www.methodist.org.nz/organisations/wesley_historical_society  

 

Gales Newspapers – Library site available at Parkview or at home through Libraries website using your library card. 
 

NZSG – access to TNA The National Archives (UK) – prompted to pay for downloads – should be free. Advised to use Firefox web browser 
instead of Google Chrome or Internet Explorer. 

 

January Computer Group – thank you for a great turnout 
after the Christmas break – lots of noise and chatter as 
people getting back together again. 

 

Suggestion using Facebook or blogs to find living people 
 

Query – Computer colouring folder or changing icon to 
identify folders to family groups. Right click, properties 

 

FamilySearch – new records released every week. 
Volunteering corrections / transcriptions eg. Place.  
Use CBY network at Parkview to access millions of extra 
restricted records – Affiliate Library to FamilySearch 

 

Using Ancestry Card Catalogue to find parish records for 
a county. Also try Cyndis List. 

 

Showing FamilySearch looking for restricted record for 
a possible for Fiona’s great-grandmother, Jessie Morton, 
whose birth record has been elusive.  Looked a close 
match, correct year 1855 and county in Scotland. At 
Parkview, able to access images and browse (as not 
indexed) and changed page number of film (between 1 and 
905) to try and find date of event (enter guesstimate of 
page number.)  1855 records should be really good as first 
year of Scottish registration and records include so much 
more information. Found the record but details I knew of 
parents showed this wasn’t my Jessie’s record, so 
disappointed and still looking! 

 

Followed methodology of finding a person who had 
changed name and seemed to re-invent himself. David 
had done some basic searches when a teacher from his 
school days, whom he had talked to recently, had died, 
and confirming through electoral rolls, that he would attend 
the correct funeral to represent the school’s past pupils 
association. This person’s father was hard to find in the 
records and although he had died and was buried in 
Christchurch (Cemeteries database), there was no birth, 
marriage or death record found in NZ BDM Historical 
records.  By searching for his wife’s name in BDM 
Historical marriages, found that the husband had an alias, 
and a very interesting and eventful life. (BDM Historical 
had real name and alias but not found under either in 
searches.) He had been born in Australia, kicked in the 
face by a horse when a baby, arrested for indecent assault 
of a minor, married, had 2 sons, charged for not paying 
maintenance, deserted, and then divorced after 7 years. 
He went to NZ, joined up for WWI under his assumed name. (Apparently don’t need to provide birth certificate or proof when joining up. Also, can 
now download WWI military record into one file – was page by page.)  Appeared in Trove (Australia newspapers) under his real name, and 
PapersPast (NZ) under his assumed name. He then married again in Christchurch under his real name and divorced, then remarried in 
Christchurch, had one son, under his assumed name, and died a year later.  (The breakthrough was that when you can’t find something that you 
think should be there, look sideways, up and down to try and find the record – in this case look for the wife’s record rather than the husband’s.) 
We haven’t included the names in this example as not even sure whether the family know of the backstory and is it ethical to share information 
that the family may not know.  However, if the descendants submit DNA tests, they may be surprised by DNA match names that don’t make any 
sense to them. We will catch up with the family and sensitively find out what they already know.) 

 

Suffrage petition - From page 249 of the latest NZ Genealogist (article News from Archives NZ) the request for us all to be involved in doing a 
biography for our women who signed the suffrage petition. https://natlib.govt.nz/he-tohu/about/womens-suffrage-petition-biography-guide    - 
Kathy B 

 

Thanks to Lyn Bailey 
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Nga Taonga – Sound & Vision Archive, this is the website for The Audiovisual Archive for all New Zealanders. Has some amazing items & also 
an area where you can learn how to conserve some of your own items.  Films eg Cathedral Square in 1911 with people and transport of the time.  
Movie playing backwards, 1928 silent movie of young teacher at West Christchurch District High School, with two suitors. www.ngataonga.org.nz 
Preservation of home videos - https://ngataonga.org.nz/preservation including Caring for Videotapes – FAQs. Advice on VHS storage and 
preservation. 

 

Could we please discuss Blogs at a computer meeting. French Blog – 1831 Census – French military – West Indies connection - 
Lorraine found this one mentioned in a round robin magazine & it has been helpful to her with some aspects of her research. Kathy 
Feedly.com to manage blogs received and organise them. Feedly is a robust feed reader that aggregates information from around the web into 
one convenient place. You can use it to view updates on any topic you're interested in, whether they come from the news, blogs, social media 
posts, RSS feeds, or other sources.  Clare 

 

Tony gave some information about his research on the GRO indexes (and typed this up for newsletter): 
 

I have recently been doing research on my Cornwall (England) ancestors and their descendants. Through census records, parish records and 
civil records I have been working out who was in particular families, when and where. 
 

In the civil records, a source I have been using is FreeBMD (https://www.freebmd.org.uk/), which has transcribed records of the GRO indexes of 
birth, deaths and marriages from 1837 up until 1992 (note that the transcribing is carried out by volunteers, and not all records for the period have 
been transcribed). I have also been using the searchable birth and death indexes at the UK General Register Office  website 
(https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/). I have found the GRO indexes particularly useful as the search results give more information in some 
instances than what is given in the FreeBMD records. The GRO information includes: 

 For births, the full name of the individual, where FreeBMD may only give the first name and initials for other names 
 For births, the maiden name of the mother for all births, where FreeBMD only gives the mother's maiden name for births after the 

September quarter 1911. This can help identify children born between censuses who possibly also died between censuses so do not 
show in any census record. 

 For deaths, the age at death, where FreeBMD does not give that prior to 1866 
 

I had an instance where I wanted to order a copy of a death record to get more information on the place of death and possibly other family 
members, but the FreeBMD transcribers could not make out the very faint text of the volume and page number in the scanned image of the 
index. I found that MyHeritage (https://www.myheritage.com/, accessible through the City Libary website) also had a scanned copy of that page 
of the index, but much better quality, and in that image the text could be clearly read, so I was able to get the volume and page number from it. 
 

 

NZ History – Dates in NZ History for February  – https://nzhistory.govt.nz/calendar/2  
 

TODAY IN NZ HISTORY 
 

16 January 1941 - Women's Auxiliary Air Force founded – 180 Years On - The Women’s Auxiliary Air Force (WAAF) was formed to 
enable the Royal New Zealand Air Force (RNZAF) to release more men for service overseas during the Second World War. Within 18 months, 
the authorities also created a Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps and a Women’s Royal Naval Service. 

https://nzhistory.govt.nz/foundation-of-the-womens-auxiliary-air-force  
 

28 January 1901 - Hardham wins Victoria Cross in South Africa – 120 Years On - Wellington blacksmith William Hardham served in 
South Africa with the fourth New Zealand contingent. He was the only New Zealander awarded a Victoria Cross during the South African War. 
During the First World War, Hardham served as a captain in the Wellington Mounted Rifles Regiment of the New Zealand Expeditionary Force in 
Egypt and at Gallipoli, where he was severely wounded in 1915. After recovering, he re-enlisted and returned to active service in Palestine in 
1918. A stalwart of the Petone rugby club, Hardham played more than 50 matches for Wellington.  
William Hardham contracted malaria while serving in the Middle East. He died in Wellington on 13 April 1928, aged 51, and is buried in Karori 
Soldiers’ Cemetery.       https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/hardham-wins-vc-south-africa  
 

31 January 1921 - New Zealand's first regular airmail service begins – 100 Years On - Piloted by Captain Euan Dickson, the first flight 
of the Canterbury Aviation Company’s new airmail service left Christchurch at 8 am, carrying several hundred letters to Ashburton and Timaru 
into the teeth of a south-westerly gale. George Bolt had made the first official airmail flight in New Zealand, from Auckland to Dargaville, in 
December 1919. The Canterbury Aviation Company hoped to go one better with a regular service using an Avro 504K biplane. This failed to gain 
the custom it needed to make a profit and ended in April. Sir Henry Wigram had established the Canterbury Aviation Company as a private flying 
school in 1916. As New Zealand had no air force, the company trained pilots for service in Britain during the First World War. In 1923 the New 
Zealand government purchased the land and assets of the company for its newly formed air force. Renamed ‘Wigram’, the airfield was the 
RNZAF’s main training base until 1995.  

https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/new-zealands-first-regular-airmail-service-begins  
 

3 February 1931 - Deadly Hawke's Bay earthquake – 80 Years On - When the earthquake, measuring 7.8 on the Richter scale, struck at 
10.47 a.m., many buildings in central Napier and Hastings collapsed. In terms of loss of life (at least 256), it remains the worst civil disaster to 
have occurred in New Zealand. Fire broke out in Napier’s business district shortly after the earthquake, and once the reservoir was emptied, 
firefighters were powerless. Flames gutted almost 11 blocks of central Napier, killing people who were still trapped. 
Rescue parties, boosted by sailors and soldiers, worked desperately to reach those trapped in wrecked buildings. Aftershocks made such efforts 
dangerous, and some rescuers were killed or injured as more buildings collapsed. 
Some outcomes of the earthquake were: the 2.7-m uplift drained much of Ahuriri Lagoon, making land available for farms, industry, housing and 
Napier Airport; and much of central Napier was rebuilt in an art deco style which would begin to attract tourists half a century later.   
         https://nzhistory.govt.nz/hawkes-bay-earthquake-0  
 

5 February 1911 - New Zealand’s first controlled powered flight – 110 Years On - Pioneering aviator Vivian ‘Vee’ Walsh took to the 
skies over South Auckland for the first successful flight in New Zealand. During late 1910 and early 1911, Vivian and his brother Leo, members of 
the Auckland Aeroplane Syndicate, had worked with a small team of men and women to assemble a Howard-Wright biplane that had been 
imported from England in parts. Early on the morning of Sunday 5 February, Vivian flew the aeroplane, named the Manurewa (‘Soaring Bird’) No. 
1, for the first time.      https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/first-controlled-powered-flight-new-zealand  
 

6 February 1871 - First public girls' secondary school – 150 Years On - Otago Girls’ High School opened on 6 February 1871. The first 
public girls’ secondary school in the southern hemisphere, it was the outcome of seven years of campaigning. 

https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/first-public-girls-secondary-school  
 

22 February 2011 - Christchurch earthquake kills 185 – 10 Years On - At 12.51 p.m. on Tuesday 22 February 2011, a magnitude 6.3 
earthquake caused severe damage in Christchurch and Lyttelton, killing 185 people and injuring several thousand. 
The earthquake’s epicentre was near Lyttelton, just 10 km south-east of Christchurch’s central business district. It occurred nearly six months 
after the 4 September 2010 earthquake.    https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/christchurch-earthquake-kills-185  
 

27 February 1951 - Troops deployed in waterfront dispute  -  70 Years On - The waterfront dispute of 1951 was the biggest industrial 
confrontation in New Zealand’s history. Although it was not as violent as the Great Strike of 1913, it lasted longer – for five months, from February 
to July – and involved more workers. At its peak, 22,000 waterside workers (‘wharfies’) and other unionists were off the job. 

https://nzhistory.govt.nz/troops-used-on-ports-as-waterside-dispute-worsens  
 

 



Canterbury Branch of NZSG Newsletter – February 2021 -  Issue # 1 / 2021 Page 9 of 10 

Web-Canterbury-NL_February-2021.docx 

 

 

 

 

BISHOPDALE BRANCH  
  
 

NEXT MEETING:  Thursday 25th February 2021,  7:30 p.m. at St Margaret's Hub, 94 Farrington Avenue. 
 

Topic:  To be advised. 
 

All welcome. Visitors are most welcome, for whom there will be a $3 door charge.    Regards Christina Carroll         
 
************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************ 
 

Convenor:   Frances Cadman   Phone:     Branch Email: bishopdale@genealogy.org.nz  
Secretary:   Lis Hunter   Phone:         
Newsletter Contact:  Christina Carroll View our branch library catalogue at   https://www.librarything.com/catalog/bishopdalenzsg 
 

 

 
 

WAIMAKARIRI BRANCH  
 

Monthly General Meeting dates are held on the third Tuesday of each month from January to November.  Usually there is a Guest 
Speaker followed by a light supper.  There is no charge for these evenings. 
 
 

Next Meeting:    Date:  Tuesday 16th February 2021 at 7.30pm   Topic – To be advised 
 

Venue:  Waimakariri Branch, Rangiora Brass Band Rooms, Northbrook Road.  All Welcome.          Thanks to Christine Pearson 
 
 

*************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
 

Convenor:   Philip Worthington     Phone:   Email:      
Email:  Waimakariri@genealogy.org.nz     & Newsletter Contact:     

 

 
 

Introducing RootsTech Connect: A Free Online Conference Experience - RootsTech Goes Virtual in 2021 -  FamilySearch is holding 
Rootstech 2021 in February 2021 as a free, virtual event in lieu of the usual annual family history conference in Salt Lake 
City.  RootsTech Connect 2021 will feature a variety of keynote speakers, dozens of classes in multiple languages and a virtual 
marketplace.  Throughout the three-day online event, attendees will have the ability to 
interact with presenters, exhibitors and other attendees through live chat and Q&A sessions.  
This is one virtual event you won’t want to miss.”  RootsTech Connect 2021 will offer a 
combination of both livestream & on-demand content to accommodate differences in time 

zones for participants.  In addition, sessions will be available to view on-demand after the 
event concludes.  RootsTech organizers anticipate that the RootsTech Connect virtual 
opportunity will become a regular addition to the conference. 
For the first time ever, the world’s largest family celebration event will be entirely virtual and completely free. Get ready to celebrate 
shared connections with people from around the world. Connect with friends, your family, your past, and your heritage and homelands—
all from the comfort of your home and in your browser. 
Visit www.rootstech.org to register for the free virtual event.   https://newsroom.churchofjesuschrist.org/article/rootstech-goes-virtual-2021 
 

 

Publishing Family History – “Publish or Be Damned” - Prose & Costs 
 

A COMMERCIAL PROVIDER 
Project management - 30 hours @ $80 an hour ($2400) 
Cover design  
  $2200 estimate 
 
Internal design and layout - S2000 Approx. 
Proofing & corrections  
  8 hours @ $65 per hour ($520) 
Printing (1000 copies)  
  NZ printer (quoted $14,228 or $14.22 a copy)  
Post Production - E -book  - $350 
Publicity  
  15 hours @$100 an hour ($1500) 
Distribution Reviews 
  These are the writer’s responsibility to organise, although the  
  assistance of a publicist can be very useful (Though it is more  
  Cost) 
 

SELF-PUBLISHER 
Project management - No Cost 
Cover design  
  $500 – 1500 Depending on the favours and expertise the self-   
  publisher can leverage. 
Internal design and layout - $500 Approx. 
Proofing & corrections  
  Use of literary associates (bribes $200-300) 
Printing (1000 copies)  
  NZ printer (Ligare) $8500 or $8.50 per copy  
Post Production - E -book  - $100 
Publicity  
  $1900 – 3500 packages available 
Distribution Reviews 
  Similar to commercial provider. A literary profile or track record  
  helps considerably. Blogs and online reviews may be more  
  available than printed reviews. Word of mouth, social media and  
  personal connections all play apart. 

 

Thought this may be interesting for anyone considering publishing a family history. Opportunity to compare costs. 
 Have heard that if you are wishing to self-publish, it is sometimes better to see who in the family might like a copy and ask for a payment 
/ donation prior to getting it printed.    From NZ Listener – January 23, 2021, Page 50-52,  Cheers, Lorraine 
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COMMITTEE  2020 / 2021 

 

Convenor  Fiona Lees   
Secretary  / Webmaster Jan Watts            
Treasurer Pauline Noonan   
Newsletter Editors / Membership  David & Fiona Lees   
Speaker’s Convenor Lorraine Wilmshurst   
Technology Guru Gordy Collingwood   
 Philip Creed   
 Carole Jackson   
 Clare Simpson   
 Natasha Wells   
Other contacts:     
Librarian / Library  Jan Watts           
Family history magazines Maureen Kelso   
School register project Sandra Serra   
School rolls research Rae Wilson   
European Interest Group Kathy Bisman   
Australian Interest Group Atholin Pierre   
Computer Interest Group Fiona Lees   
Irish Interest Group Tony Gordon   
WWI Project - War Memorials /    Evelyn Robertson   

 

  

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBER:   
We wish a warm welcome and happy researching to new members Lorraine Hill, and Comte de Paris organisation who have 

also become members.  
 

 

IN MEMORIAM: We pass on sympathy & condolences to all those who have lost family & friends 
recently.   
Our sympathy and condolences to the family and friends of Murray ROSE who passed away recently.  

Murray was a Branch member until recently when he resigned due to ill health.   
Also, recently passed was Jocelyn TOOMER, an early member of Canterbury Branch (1979-2002),  

who had attended our Branch 50th Anniversary three years ago.  
 
 

New Zealand Society of Genealogist’s Website:- http://www.genealogy.org.nz 
 

 

Please let us know if you are shifting or have changed address, or email address, so we can keep our records current, and keep in touch. 
Apologies for any errors and omissions in newsletter.  Corrections & additions welcome.  Photograph credits – David Lees – thank you. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NEWSLETTER  
  

NZSG  Canterbury  Branch 
PO  Box  38064, 
Parklands,  
CHRISTCHURCH  8842 

 

 
Thanks to our Newsletter Printer (printing from his home) 
- AndrewStark @ AWS Publications Ltd 

 
                    

 

NZSG CANTERBURY BRANCH LIBRARY HOURS   
 

Open:  1st & 3rd Thursday of Month from 12noon – 3:00pm, and   
2nd & 4th Saturday of Month from 12noon – 3:00pm. 

 

 Bring along your research queries and brick walls to your branch library – use the resources there and receive assistance. 
Branch LIBRARY at Parkview Community Lounge  -  75 Queenspark Drive, Parklands 

Canterbury Branch Library is an Affiliate Library of FamilySearch – access to restricted records here!! 
 

 

 
 

FAMILY HISTORY CENTRE @ 25 FENDALTON ROAD  
Hours: Tuesday 10:00am - 2:00pm and 7:00pm - 9:00pm 

 
****************************************************************************************************--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

TŪRANGA - CHRISTCHURCH CENTRAL LIBRARY @ 60 CATHEDRAL SQUARE 
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9:00AM – 8:00PM  (GROUND FLOOR 8:00AM – 8:00PM)      

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 10:00AM – 5:00PM 
 

 
****************************************************************************************************--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

CHRISTCHURCH PARKLANDS LIBRARY @ 46 QUEENSPARK DRIVE 
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9:00AM – 6:00PM.  SATURDAY 10:00AM – 4:00PM 

 
 

****************************************************************************************************--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

CHRISTCHURCH FENDALTON LIBRARY @ 4 JEFFREYS ROAD 
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9:00AM – 8:00PM.  SATURDAY 10:00AM – 4:0 

“With most dead ends, it is not the discovery 
of a new source which solves the problem.  
BUT the most careful consideration of the 
material you already have!” 

 
“A Family is bound together not by the past 
but by the stories of the past that we tell one 
another in the present.” 

 
“There are three things to leave behind: your 
photographs; your library; and your personal 
journals.  These are going to be more 
valuable to future generations than your 
furniture.” 
 

         Thanks to Berneice Edmonds 


