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N ZSG  C A N T ER B U R Y  BRA N C H  N E WS L ETT E R  
Meetings - Parkview Community Lounge Hall, 75 Queenspark Drive, Parklands 
  Monthly – 2nd Thursday evening at 7:30pm  &  3rd Thursday morning at 10:00am 
    Visitors welcome – Gold coin donation   
Email -  CanterburyNZ@genealogy.org.nz   
Postal  -   PO  Box 38064, Parklands, CHRISTCHURCH 8842 

Facebook -  https://www.facebook.com/CanterburyNZGenealogy/  
Canterbury  Branch  Website  -  http://canterburygenealogy.wordpress.com/  
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Programme for March 2021 
 

 

Thursday 11th March - 7:30pm - Evening Meeting – Parkview Community Lounge - Hall 

CHALLENGES OF WRITING ABOUT WOMEN 
Margaret Lovell-Smith, will explain the challenges of finding our female ancestors so that we are able to write their stories.  

 
 
 

 

Thursday 18th March at 10:00am  - Morning Meeting - Parkview Community Lounge – Hall  
Note new start time for our morning meetings, starting at 10:00am with morning tea while we have notices & members input, followed by the 
speaker from 10:30am – 12:00 noon.  You are most welcome to go down to the Donnington Room to continue chatting following the meeting. 

CEMETERIES 
Gareth Wright, Heritage Advisor with the Heritage Team at the Christchurch City Council will explain the changes that have 
occurred in burial regulations over the years and the some of the changes that are being debated and proposed at present. 

 
 
 
 

Other Dates for March 2021  - Cemeteries Month       
 

Thursday 4th    Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 
Saturday 6th   Irish Interest Group – Bi-monthly informal group asking & answering questions, 

sharing information, resources & knowledge. Led by Tony Gordon. 10:00am.  
Parkview Community Lounge – Donnington Room 

Saturday 6th   DNA & Genealogy drop-in sessions at Shirley Library – 10:00am to 12noon – 
run by Shirley Library and volunteers from NZSG Canterbury Branch.  At Shirley 
Library - book through Shirley Library, phone 941-7923 

Saturday 13th   Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12noon – 3:00pm 
Sunday 14th  Bushtown Open Day, Waimate - Bushtown Heritage Site, Dobson Street, Waimate, 10am-4pm.  Admission: $10.00 

adult (children FREE) – see Page 4 
Thursday 18th    Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 
 

Saturday 20th   DNA & Genealogy drop-in sessions at Shirley Library – 10:00am to 12noon – run by Shirley Library and volunteers 
from NZSG Canterbury Branch.  At Shirley Library - book through Shirley Library, phone 941-7923 

 
 
 

Saturday 20th  Visit to St Saviour’s Church & Cemetery in Templeton (details this page) 
Saturday 20th  Christchurch City Libraries ‘Thinking About Retirement Mini-Expo'  - Tūranga (City Library), Cathedral Square –in 

Tautoru/TSB Space, Level 1, Christchurch, 1:00pm-4:00pm.  Purpose -  To provide the Christchurch community with quality 
information about planning for retirement.   https://christchurch.bibliocommons.com/events/6025ac70ff763e2f0040f11c  

Saturday 27th Computer Interest Group – Bi-monthly informal group asking & answering questions, sharing websites, discussing 
computers & genealogy programs.  We will stop half way through for a cuppa break. Led by Fiona Lees.    
10:00am - 12noon - Parkview Community Lounge – Hall 

Saturday 27th Continental Europe Interests – individual research session – led by Kathy Bisman and other experienced 
genealogists.  This will be from 12:30 - 2:30pm. Parkview Community Lounge – Donnington Room 

Saturday 27th    Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 
Fri 26 - Sun 28th Comte de Paris – Celebration of 180 years since landing in Akaroa of French & German settlers – postponed from last 

year due to COVID.  http://www.comtedeparisdescendants.org.nz/  - See Page 3 
Saturday 27th    Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm  
 
 

Programme for April 2021 
 

Thursday 1st    Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 
Thursday 8th   Evening Meeting – “Military Medals” - Lance Kenyon  
Saturday 10th   Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12noon – 3:00pm 
Thursday 15th   Morning Meeting – “With Them Through Hell - Medical Men of WWI” – Anna Rogers “ 
Thursday 15th    Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 
Saturday 24th    Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 
 

 

Cemetery Visit  -  Saturday 20th March  -  Lorraine Wilmshurst    map  
 

This year we are going to visit St Saviour's at Templeton. I am hoping there will be 
an opportunity to look at the church which is a Historic Place Category II church 
with lovely stained glass windows. 
There are some very old trees in the grounds and behind the church is the 
cemetery. The earliest burial dates from December 1868. 
Meet at St Saviour's Church (next to the Templeton School) on 50 Kirk Road at 10am.        

or 2? 
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FROM THE COMMITTEE 
Branch News:   
 

At the time of writing, most of New Zealand has moved back to COVID Alert Level 2, whereas Auckland has moved to Alert Level 3. We 
have just passed our first anniversary of a person with COVID in the community in New Zealand. None of us foresaw what the year 
ahead would be from there. It is hoped that our meetings will go ahead as normal over the next couple of weeks. We are feeling for our 
Auckland friends, realising how very lucky we are and how quickly things can change, so we need to be cautious and prepared. 
 

I have been loving the way people at meetings are sharing their successes, finds and tips that they have found on this genealogical 
journey we are all following, I just wish I could ‘bottle’ all these tips to remember them later. If you could also please email these tips and 
finds through to the newsletter email address nzsg-cantygroup-newsletter@hotmail.co.nz,  we could share these in the newsletter for 
others.  I am also appreciating the way people are helping out with setting up the hall, putting 
out the chairs and putting them away afterwards, as well as helping out in the kitchen.  This 
takes some of the workload off the committee members and helps to enable all to have an 
enjoyable meeting.  
 

This month has been busy, lovely to be back into our genealogy for the year. We have had 
two great meetings to start us off for the year.  These both had a great turnout, with lots of 
interest and great discussion and questions. 
 

The Memorial Service marking the 10th Anniversary since the 22nd February earthquake, was 
sombre, moving and appropriate. There were as usual, flowers in road cones around the 
city, and a lovely ‘river of flowers’ flowing past the National Earthquake Memorial. Hundreds 

of flowers had been 
donated, so everyone there could add flowers and their thoughts 
into the river.  The NZ Army Band played, making a lovely 
atmosphere, until most had left. 
 

March is marked as ‘Cemeteries Month’ by NZSG and for a number 
of years we have been pleased to offer a cemetery visit to our list of 
activities.  This year, thanks to Lorraine, we will be visiting St 
Saviour’s Church cemetery in Templeton. Our morning talk will also 
have a cemeteries theme.  
 

At the end of March, there is also a weekend celebration of the 
arrival, 180 years ago, of the Comte de Paris in Akaroa, bringing 
French and German immigrants seeking a new life.  This celebration 
was postponed from last year due to COVID. 
 
 

COVID-19 Preparedness: Remember:  
 Look after ourselves and each other, protect our way of life 
 To either Scan the QR code (perhaps at the beginning and end of the meeting) OR to note their 

whereabouts that day in their COVID ‘Diary’, however they do it 
 To sanitise their hands as they go into the hall or a meeting room and as they leave  
 To sanitise their hands before they get their cuppa and bickie 
 Please do not join us if you are feeling unwell.         

As always, if you have any suggestions or comments please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me or others on the committee.  
Fiona Lees,         NZSG-CantyGroup-Newsletter@hotmail.co.nz   

 

2 

Burial Records Tips and Notes 
 

 If you cannot locate a recent burial / cremation recorded on a NZ council cemetery, contact the funeral director. In the case of 
cremations, it might be that the ashes have not been collected by the family. This happened to me recently when enquiring why a 
friend was not recorded on the Council’s cemetery database. 

 

 Check burial records to see if the date has been crossed out or changed. I recently came across a record of a lady who was buried 
with the cause of death recorded as epilepsy. When the family were clearing out her room, the body of a new born baby was found 
wrapped and hidden in a box. The body of the woman was exhumed to confirm she was the mother and her cause of death. The 
date on the burial record looked like the date was crossed out. Re-buried? 

 

 If you’ve followed your tree back a while, you may have come across the term “buried in wool” in an English burial record. As of 
March 25, 1667, everyone in the country had to be buried in woollen (rather than linen) shrouds—on pain of a hefty £5 fine split 
between the informer and the poor of the parish. Linen had been the usual shroud of choice as it was believed Jesus was buried in 
linen. The government passed into law that wool be used for burial shrouds “for the lessening the importation of linen from beyond 
the seas, and the encouragement of the woollen and paper manufacturer of the kingdom." The only case where wool was not to be 
used was for plague victims as wool was believed to hold the contagion longer than linen. The act was repealed in 1814, though fell 
out of use well before this date.          Natasha Wells 

 

2 

Photo or Description of Family Home called ‘Ythan’ - A research query request for Libby Clark - Where could she find a photo or 
description of the INGLIS or CHRYSTALL family home in Christchurch (Could be maybe 337 or 347 Colombo Street) called ‘Ythan’. 
Please reply to Kathy B - kathmark5354@gmail.com who will reply with the other information gathered. [There is an Ythan Street in Invercargill.] 
 

2 

Identification of Photos - my name is Isabella Rolls and I live in Gisborne. I have been going through an Aunt’s 
belongings (she didn’t marry) and have found some photos that we are trying to identify 
who the gentleman is. Can anyone please name him.  
These would have been taken in 1953-1954. The 3rd 
photo has “Avon photo  - Gambles Gift Shop, High 
Street”. Any help would be appreciated or advice as to 
how I can find out whom. Many thanks, Isabella, 579 
Riverside Road, PO Box 750, Gisborne 4040, Phone: 
06 867-9868, email richardandtrieve@gisborne.net.nz  

(You may need to enlarge photos to see better.) 
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Canterbury Earthquake National Memorial Service – 10th Anniversary   
 

The memorial service was held on the banks of the Avon River, beside the National 
Earthquake Memorial, for the 10th Anniversary of our February 22nd earthquake.  It 
was a sombre, moving service, with a minute’s silence along with reading out of all 
of the 185 names of those who died.  Dignitaries were there and spoke, and many 
wreaths were laid. There were many, especially from the many overseas families, 
not able to attend, so the service was televised and can still be watched. Two ways 
that Christchurch / Canterbury people commemorate the day are to throw flowers 
into the Avon and Heathcote Rivers to float out to sea and to place flowers in the 
top of the uncountable number of orange & white road cones. 
 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/124319717/photos-christchurch-earthquake-tenth-anniversary-memorial-service-in-pictures  
https://www.stuff.co.nz/the-press/news/christchurch-earthquake-2011/124321036/still-a-long-road-ahead-a-decade-after-christchurch-
earthquake 
Podcast – Collapse – CTV Building - 6 part series produced for 10th anniversary 
https://interactives.stuff.co.nz/2021/02/ctv-building-collapse-christchurch-earthquake/  
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/christchurch-earthquake-anniversary-memorial-service-honours-the-fallen-185-names-read-by-first-
responders/RBUFU6CBVO7H54I55V6U3E72YI/  
https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/new-zealand/2021/02/live-updates-ten-year-earthquake-memorial-service-from-christchurch.html  - 
CHRISTCHURCH QUAKE - As it happened: Ten-year earthquake anniversary memorial service from Christchurch 
https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/new-zealand/2021/02/remembering-christchurch-a-decade-on-how-the-world-reacted-to-the-
devastating-february-earthquake.html 
 

 

CANTERBURY BRANCH LIBRARY 
 

AT PARKVIEW COMMUNITY LOUNGE  -  75 QUEENSPARK DRIVE, PARKLANDS 
 

Open:  1st & 3rd Thursday of Month from 12noon – 3:00pm    &    2nd & 4th Saturday of Month from 12noon – 3:00pm. 
 

March 2021 library dates:- 
 Thursday 4th & 18th from 12noon to 3:00pm 
 Saturday 13th & 27th from 12noon to 3:00pm 

April 2021 library dates:- 
 Thursday 1st & 15th from 12noon to 3:00pm  
 Saturday 10th & 24th from 12noon to 3:00pm 

 

Use your branch library - a great opportunity to have one on one help for your research. 

The Branch library will be open on the usual days – 1st & 3rd Thursdays and the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month.  (See the actual 
dates for March & April above.)  We have decided to extend our hours from 12noon to 3:00pm for both Library open days (Thursday and 
Saturdays).  Library Catalogue - Search our library catalogue online, so when you visit the library, you will already know where 
to start.  https://canterburygenealogy.wordpress.com/branch-library/ 
 

 

WHERE TO NEXT WITH YOUR DNA RESULTS?  
 

DNA has become an important tool in our toolbox for many.  Our evening speaker last month talked about 
genetic variations, genomes and ethnicity, which was interesting background. We are thinking about having 
some informal DNA result & query sessions to help us learn more. If you have questions or have hit a brick 
wall, contact Bruce Holm   or Barry Pycroft    There is also a DNA & Genealogy drop-in session at Shirley library on the 1st Saturday each 
month, from 10:00am to 12noon (book through Shirley Library, phone 941-7923) that may help you solve the problem, and also ask for 
help at our Branch Library. 
 

This is a perfect time for you to try and figure out what your DNA results mean and learn how to interpret and follow up on any leads.  
Also, for understanding your new DNA results, there are so many websites available with webinars, tutorials and YouTube videos for you 
to explore.  There is help available, see below. 
 

We need volunteers to help at Shirley Library drop-ins, they would like to offer 2 mornings a month  – can you help? 
 

NZSG members have access to DNA webinars in the Member's Only area of the NZSG website.  -  NZSG have purchased a license 
so that our members can enjoy DNA Boot Camps free of charge. 
 

Have you searched the Internet for assistance – try Google and YouTube videos for step by step explanations? 
 

 

180 Year Anniversary Weekend – Akaroa - 26-28th March 2021   
 

The Comte de Paris descendants Group, and the Libeau Family, have planned a 
weekend of activities, reminiscences, displays & information-sharing to commemorate 
180 years since the arrival of the French & German settlers in Akaroa on board the 
Comte de Paris.  This weekend – delayed due to Covid 19 – is open to all 
descendants, the Banks Peninsula Community and those interested in our early New 
Zealand history.  There are a wide variety of events including unveiling of settler 
headstones (broken during the earthquakes), guided historical tours, Conversazione, 
Dinner and Dance, displays etc. 
 

Registration:  Includes the Saturday afternoon & Sunday BYO picnic lunch.  
From the 1-12th March registration will be $40. 
From the 13th March registration will be $50 with entry at the discretion of the planning 
committee depending on space & catering.  
 

Other activities are optional:  Conversazione - $25, Dinner and Dance - $65, guided 
historical walks - $10. 
 

To register or seek further information:     Email: cdpdescendants@gmail.com 
Come and join us for a fun  weekend.   Emailed enclosed copies of Poster, brochure and Registration Form. 
 

 

Ngāi Tahu Kareao – The Ngāi Tahu Archive Team is dedicated to working with and for Ngāi Tahu communities to actively compile and 
interpret our collective memory, and make it more accessible to our own people. Kareao is a publicly accessible online archive database 
that provides unprecedented access to the Ngāi Tahu Archive which includes manuscripts, photographs, maps, biographies, oral 
histories, taonga, and audio-visual material.  While the primary audience for Kareao is Ngāi Tahu, it will also be of interest and relevance 
to the wider community.  www.kareao.nz       Philip Creed, from Okains Bay at Waitangi Weekend
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Bushtown Open Day - Waimate - Bushtown Heritage Site, Dobson Street, Waimate, Sunday 14th 
March, 10am-4pm.  Admission: $10.00 adult (children FREE)   
 

Step back in time with members of the South Canterbury Traction Engine Club at the annual Bushtown 
Steam Up Day.  Admission: $10.00 adult (children FREE). 
There will be plenty to entertain the entire family; 
 Steam traction engines  Working sawmill  
 Vintage tractors   Edwardian heritage 
 Children’s activities   Waitaki woodturners 
 Champion axeman - wood chopping display 
 Market stalls, food and drinks available  Thanks to Edwina Swingler 
 

 

Save the Date - Christchurch Family History Expo - chchfhexpo@gmail.com  
 

Following our Virtual Expo in 2020, Christchurch City Libraries (in collaboration with Memories in Time) 
are pleased to advise that they will be hosting a live Family History Expo in Christchurch from 20-22 
August 2021 (conditions permitting).  There will be 2 days of seminars on 21 & 22 August and a ticketed 
opening event in the evening of Friday 20 August. 
 

If you are interested in submitting a talk please contact us for an Expression of Interest (EOI), submissions close on 14 March.  
If you have any suggestions of speakers or topics, do not hesitate to send us your suggestions as we want to provide an interesting and 
varied programme.  Save the date and we look forward to seeing you in August. 
 

The Expo Steering Group would like to invite you to submit an expression of interest to speak and / or exhibit and / or sponsor at the 
2021 Christchurch Family History Expo. As our 2020 programme was reduced to one day of virtual seminars, we are happy to consider 
resubmitted talks from last year.    Any questions please email chchfhexpo@gmail.com. There will be websites nearer the time. 
 

Please find attached emailed information about the Expo & an Expressions of Interest Form for you to complete & return if you would like 
to be involved.  Expressions of interest to exhibit & / or speak are required by Sunday, 14th March 2021. You are very welcome to share 
this information with other contacts you may have who could be interested in being involved with the Expo. We look forward to hearing 
from you.  Emailed newsletter has these forms as attachments with newsletter.  Kind regards, Jenny Lowe, On behalf of the Steering Group 
  

 

MEMBERS’ RESEARCH INTERESTS & QUERIES AND REQUESTS FOR LOCAL INFORMATION 

 

Members are invited to submit a recent find, surnames or topics of interest, or to ask a question, for inclusion in this newsletter.  This is a section 
for members to use – with members’ names, interests & localities - this could link people who are researching same names or in similar areas.   

 

 Irish links  -  Found these two links on Facebook this morning. Someone may find them of use.  
https://norman.tripod.com/hidden_wexford_genealogy/index2.htm    https://norman.tripod.com/index2.htm    Carole Jackson 

 Duke of Bronte - Hi, Is there anyone here who is also a descendant of the passengers who came into Canterbury in June 1851 on 
the Duke of Bronte?  I'm trying to find out about the voyage.  I've seen the surgeon William Draper's papers but there's not much 
there about the trip itself. I'm descended from Charles and Emma Baker who were in steerage with their children. Thanks!  
https://sites.rootsweb.com/~nzbound/bronte.htm  shows passengers and later family information. 
Sarah Hewitt on NZSG MemList or email to our branch email (CanterburyNZ@genealogy.org.nz) & we will pass on.  Kathy Bisman 

 Ancestry.com has been extended again free access until the end of June 2021.  Free access to Ancestry from home via the 
Christchurch City Libraries website has once again been extended & is now available until 30th June, using your library card number 
& password.  http://christchurchcitylibraries.com/eResources/Ancestry/     

 
 

 

Murray Robert ROSE – 11 September 1948 – 27 November 2020   
 

One of our branch members, Murray Robert ROSE died on 27th November 2020 in Christchurch hospital after 
a short illness. Murray was born on 11 September 1948 in Addington, Christchurch, one of six children of 
Frederick Daniel (Fred) and Mary Agnes Rose (née ATKINSON). His father was a builder & Murray followed 
his father’s trade of carpentry. On his father’s side, Murray was descended from London bricklayers and 
builders, who settled in Riccarton, Christchurch in the early 1900s. 
 

Murray was proud of his West Coast ancestry and his Irish heritage. His mother Mary Rose (née Atkinson), 
was the daughter of James Francis (Jim) Atkinson and Ellen Frances (Nellie) PURCELL, of Hokitika. Murray 
was proud of his grandfather Atkinson, who helped to build the All Saints, Hokitika Anglican church. 
 

He loved his grandmother Nellie Atkinson, who was one of the many children (9) of Patrick Purcell & Mary 
Agnes SHANAHAN, of Whataroa South Westland. Murray loved telling me stories of his great grandfather 
Patrick, with his shillelagh (baton) and his temper. 
 

Murray was “chuffed” to learn that Patrick Purcell was twice married & kept a mistress in Melbourne, but left her and his wife, and their 
son, for another woman far across the Tasman Sea in 1866. He was surprised to learn that his great grandfather was a bigamist, who left 
family on both sides of the Tasman. And his Atkinson connections included the Hanmer Atkinson family, of whom he was also proud. His 
Purcell connections included the Scott, Rochford and Smith families. 
 

Murray was a good father to his daughter Jackie, loved grandfather to 2 grandchildren, and loved stepfather to Nicole, whom he brought 
up as his own. He joined the Canterbury branch in 2019 and was active until recently.    Philip Creed 
 

 

SNIPPETS  -  Some bits & pieces of interest and some to help you with your research: 
 

 

 Reefton 150th -  Reefton is celebrating 150 years since its founding.   
For further information, contact Ina Lineham   or Deborah Williams   

 

The 150 year Celebrations in 2021 started with a special community event on 17th January 2021.  The 2021 year is to be a year of 
celebration, and community organisations and groups will be encouraged to participate using the 150 year celebration theme.  The 
150 year celebrations will conclude at the 2021 Reefton Christmas Parade.   Facebook link for further information -  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/172052266560299 

 

 Canterbury Museum 150th -  Visit an exhibition (1 October 2020 – 13 June 2021) which celebrates Canterbury Museum's 150th 
anniversary.  It is 150 years since the Canterbury Museum opened its doors on Rolleston Avenue in 1870. The anniversary is being 
celebrated with an exhibition and the release of a book detailing 150 iconic objects from the Museum's collection.  The exhibition 
displays photographs as well as physical objects and the book which will be available for purchase. 
https://www.canterburymuseum.com/whats-on/house-of-treasures-nga-taonga-tuku-iho/  
Explore the Museum’s extensive online collections - fascinating - https://collection.canterburymuseum.com/explore  
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 Female Convicts Research Centre Seminar 2021 Registrations -  Sunday, 2nd May 
Topic:  THE EARLY YEARS 1803-1828  Venue: Hobart Town Hall. 
 

Our seminar, postponed from April 2020, will be held on Sunday 2 May 2021. The seminar will explore the lives of convict women in 
the early years before the Hobart Town Female Factory was established. 
Research presentations include:   An overview of the early years; The voyage of the Morley 1820;  Comparison of Morley women 
sent to Hobart Town or Sydney;  Early years at the George Town Female Factory;  The 1825 factory system in decline;  Convict 
women's stories;  VIRTUAL HOBART TOWN - John Stephenson's digital recreation of colonial Hobart Town. 
The seminar program and registration details are available on our https://www.femaleconvicts.org.au/fcrc-seminars/.   Registration 
will be $50 and must be finalised by Sunday, 25th  April. Registrations for the seminar are now available. 

Regards, Dianne Snowden, President, Female Convicts Research Centre Inc  from Alister McKenzie 
 The Christchurch Anglican Archives will close - on Friday April 30th 2021 to prepare for the move to Cardale House.  This 

involves boxing the complete archives so that shelves can be dismantled, re built and then archives moved to the new location in 
sequence.  Access to all archives will be severely limited to the public except in the case of pastoral emergencies.  The Archives 
expect to be open again to the public after the move, later in the year.  Updated information will be posted in e-life newsletter and on 
the Diocesan website when there is clarity about access in the new location.    From Christine Haythornthwaite 
From  - Anglican e-Life newsletter - February 24 newsletter - https://anglicanlife.org.nz/publications/e-life/   
https://us11.campaign-archive.com/?u=50113b987267c95cf5c9d5b4f&id=92fead7567    

 St Peters Church – Church Corner re-opened & dedicated - Sunday 28 February  -  
St Peter's was re-opened and dedicated after impressive earthquake repairs.   
https://anglicanlife.org.nz/event/re-opening-and-dedication-of-st-peters-anglican-church/  

 Update on Christchurch Cathedral – Bishop Peter Carrell - https://vimeo.com/515434254  
Cathedral Reinstatement Project - https://vimeo.com/493171176    

 
 

 

ALEXANDER TURNBULL LIBRARY - 100 YEARS OLD  https://natlib.govt.nz/about-us/our-history/alexander-turnbull-library-centenary 
 

Alexander Turnbull – Wellington merchant, yachtsman, golfer, 
collector, confirmed bachelor & handsome dandy – 
bequeathed his library to the nation in 1918.  Two years later, 
in 1920, the doors of the library opened for the first time to the 
public. 
 

In 1918, Turnbull’s gift was hailed by the New Zealand Times, 
in a breathless string of superlatives, as ‘the most generous bequest to the people of New Zealand ever made by a 
New Zealander since the beginning of New Zealand time’. The scale of the bequest was unprecedented in this 

country. The collection comprised over 55,000 books, along with thousands of original artworks, prints and maps.  It included the 
wondrous, the rare and obscure, which were hunted for, sourced and bought through a network of dealers, mostly in London. Turnbull’s 
collection of about 500 Pacific and Māori artifacts went to what was the Dominion Museum, now Te Papa Tongarewa. 
 

Born in Wellington but having lived for a time in England, Turnbull finally settled for good with his family here in 1892. He quickly 
developed what he’d already described as his ‘disease’ of bibliomania into a mission to collect anything he could lay his hands on that 
was published in or about New Zealand. His interests extended to works of literature (Milton in particular), voyages and exploration of the 
Pacific, history, flora, fauna, geology and works about the people of New Zealand and the Pacific and their society and cultures. 
That ‘nucleus’, as Turnbull had imagined it in his bequest, of a national library has since grown to become a research library of 
international standing, with a mandate to collect, protect, preserve and make accessible the documentary heritage and taonga of national 
significance for all New Zealanders. The Alexander Turnbull Library collections have broadened to also include: oral histories; 
photographs; ephemera; music; digital materials; rare books, and fine printing.  
 

These collections have been built through donation, bequest, legal deposit and targeted purchase, to contain millions of items.  
Today, the Alexander Turnbull Library is part of the National Library of New Zealand, which currently sits within the Department of 
Internal Affairs. 
 

There are many opportunities to highlight the library’s achievements and look to its continuing development and relevance in the future. 
We want to focus on: 

 the critical roles of donation and philanthropy in creating and maintaining a research legacy 
 acknowledging the role of research in generating new knowledge and 
 the importance of both analogue and digital information for future generations. 

The centenaries will enable us to deepen relationships with established communities as well as engage with new audiences. 
Watch ‘A Century of Wonder — An Alexander Turnbull Library mini-documentary’ – https://youtu.be/zOub_I3SP6I  
 

Exhibition - Mīharo Wonder: 100 Years of the Alexander Turnbull Library 
Opens 26 February to 2 October | Mon to Fri — 9am to 5pm | Sat — 9am to 1pm 
What does the word ‘wonder’ – or ‘mīharo’ – mean to you? It could be something that is amazing, fascinating or astonishing; it is also to 
think, speculate, meditate. Discover wonder in this Alexander Turnbull centenary exhibition. 
 

Explore 100 years of collecting at the Alexander Turnbull Library.  Explore Mīharo Wonder online 
This online exhibition was created to accompany the Mīharo Wonder exhibition held at the Library from 26 February to 2 October 2021. 
https://natlib.govt.nz/visiting/wellington/miharo-wonder-exhibition/explore-miharo-wonder  
 

Photo of Alexander Turnbull by William Kinsey. Ref PA7-14-35. Alexander Turnbull.     Fiona 
 

 

Tūranga – Clubs & Societies Expo – Saturday 27th February 2021 
 

We joined other Clubs and Societies with a stall at Turanga Library.  There was a 
variety of clubs from spinning and weaving, medieval re-enactment, gardening, model 
trains, Comte de Paris (French & German settlers to Akaroa), volunteering, book 
discussion group, China Society, ukele, Envirohub, Mountain bikes, Frocks on Bikes, 
Creative Junk, sketchers, MUSOC, Youth Choir, Dickens Society etc.  We had plenty 
of people stop by for a chat, interested in family history.   

[Pictured Natasha Wells, Fiona Lees, David Lees] 
 
 



Canterbury Branch of NZSG Newsletter – March 2021 -  Issue # 2 / 2021 Page 6 of 10 

Web-Canterbury-NL_March-2021.docx 
 

Dr A C Barker 
c1870   19XX.2.198 

MEETING REPORTS 
 
 

Thursday Evening Meeting – “DNA and Family History – Where Does Your DNA Come From?” - 
Rob Cruickshank    
 

Rob gave a fabulous and well-illustrated talk on the scientific background of DNA – the tool that is becoming a vital 
part of a genealogist’s toolbox.  Rob’s qualifications (doctorate) came from genetics not human genetics, though he 
is keen to follow his own family’s ancestry. [Rob did his PhD. at the Natural History Museum in London.]   
Rob’s common phrase throughout his talk and in answer to questions was – “Genetics – it’s quite complicated”. 
 

Rob talked to us about genetic variation, where it comes from and how it becomes unevenly distributed around the 
globe in patterns that reflect the history of human migration. This variation helps to identify where in the world 
someone's genome comes from, often described as 'ethnicity' in genealogy circles. Humans originated in Africa. Genetic variation occurs 
in different areas and as people have moved through time. If a population is isolated there is little mixing.   
 

Deoxyribonucleic acid, or DNA, is a molecule that contains the instructions an organism needs to develop, live and reproduce. 
In a human body there are 100 trillion cells with each cell having 2 copies of each chromosome, from father and mother.  The red blood 
cells have no DNA.  DNA is a very long molecule, with repeating sequences of the 4 nitrogen bases, namely adenine (A), thymine (T), 
cytosine (C) and Guanine (G) which ultimately forms the structure of a nucleotide. There are 3 billion letters in the human genome.  Of 
this there is a very small proportion used as markers to compare DNA from different people. (eg. 700,000 markers in Ancestry which is 
about 0.02% of information available).  Also, different companies use different markers, so, this is why you don’t always get matches that 
you think you should or the same as another testing company. -  “Genetics – it’s quite complicated”. 
We each have 22 pairs of chromosomes, plus a pair of sex chromosomes – XX for female and XY for male, with the Y chromosome 
passed from father to son. X can be passed from mother or father. 
 

Y-DNA tests - Because Y-chromosomes are passed only from father to son virtually unchanged, males can trace their patrilineal (male-
line) ancestry by testing their Y-chromosome. 

mtDNA tests - Mitochondrial DNA tests trace people’s matrilineal (mother-line) ancestry through their mitochondria, which are passed 
only from mothers to their children, sons and daughters. 

Autosomal DNA tests - Autosomal DNA tests trace a person’s autosomal chromosomes, which contain the segments of DNA the 
person shares with everyone to whom they’re related (maternally and paternally, both directly and indirectly). 

When cells divide, the DNA is doubled, so each of the child cells receive a copy of the DNA replication.  This is very efficient and 
accurate and almost exactly copied but mistakes are made, including recombination leading to mutations – each time a cell divides there 
are 0.003 mutations. 50 billion times a day in the human body division 
happens, so 150 mutations can occur per day.  These are almost always 
benign with no obvious or serious consequences.  A small proportion lead to 
bad consequences such as cancers and genetic disorders, though only 
mutations in sex cells can be passed on.  
 

Centimorgans (cM) are a measure of the amount of DNA shared with 
someone else and with expected percentage, can be used as a guide as to 
what a relationship might be. “Genetics – it’s quite complicated”.  (To see a 
better copy of the Relationship Tree, click on link below to download.) 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Shared-cM-Relationship-Tree.jpg   
 

Different companies use different algorithms to work out relationships – try 
uploading DNA results to as many companies as you can, including 
GEDMatch to get a better picture. Ancestry won’t accept uploads of other 
companies’ results. 
 

See YouTube clip for simple explanation of DNA - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zwibgNGe4aY  
Using DNA in Your Genealogy - Tips from Blaine Bettinger, the Genetic Genealogist - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=unGRx3d-Lw0  
 

If you're confused on how and where to start using DNA in your genealogy research, genetic genealogy expert Blaine Bettinger has some 
great tips to get you started. Links to everything are in the show notes at: http://www.amyjohnsoncrow.com/using-dna 
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/Y-DNA-mtDNA-and-Autosomal-DNA-Tests  
https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/  Blaine Bettinger         Fiona 
 

 

Thursday Morning Meeting – THE BARKER FAMILY & THEIR PHOTOGRAPHS - Daniel Stirland, Curator Special Projects, 
from the Canterbury Museum 
 

Daniel gave us a really interesting, well-researched talk sharing some of the amazing Barker family 
photographs and stories with us. 

Alfred Charles Barker was born in Hackney, London, England, on 5 January 1819, the fifth child and fourth 
son of Joseph Gibbs Barker and his wife, Sarah Pritchett Bousfield. Barker was descended from a fifteenth 
century gentry family, the Barkers of Aston, Claverley, in Staffordshire, and latterly a line of prosperous 
Birmingham merchants. His father was a wealthy London linen merchant turned evangelist. Alfred Barker at 
the age of 21 entered the medical faculty of King's College, London. In 1845 he graduated as a surgeon, and 
on 1 July he and Emma Bacon were married by his brother, the Reverend William 
Gibbs Barker, at the parish church of St John, Hampstead. The young doctor 

practised at Matlock Bath and Rugby, before deciding to emigrate to New Zealand. His object was, his wife 
wrote, 'to purchase land and be the first doctor among the Colonists who are all well connected families.' 
 

Emma Barker was three months pregnant when they sailed out of Plymouth in September 1850 with their sons, 
Dick, Sam and baby Arthur. As surgeon on board the Charlotte Jane, Barker received a free passage and a 
salary in return for looking after the 150 emigrants and settlers. The Barkers landed at Lyttelton on 16 December 
1850, and their first New Zealand-born child, Sarah Elizabeth (Lizzy), was born three months later in their 
Christchurch tent home, which Alfred humorously dubbed 'Studding Sail Hall'. Four more children were born 
between 1853 and 1858: Mary, Francis, John and William. 
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As the only doctor on the Canterbury Plains in the early years of European settlement, Alfred Barker had a large, diverse, and often 
strenuous practice. Barker was a competent and respected physician. Innovative at best, as in his early use of chloroform for surgery. By 
the time other doctors were establishing themselves in Canterbury, Barker had begun to lose interest in his practice. It had not been as 
lucrative as he had hoped – some clients simply did not pay – and his own health was marred by a recurring spinal injury caused by a fall 

from his horse. But it was the tragic death of Emma Barker on 2 October 1858, five weeks 
after she had borne their eighth child, that hastened his retirement from medicine, although 
he did retain the post of registrar of births, deaths and marriages. 
 

The origin of Barker's interest in photography is uncertain, although he may have learned the 
wet-plate process from the Christchurch architect Benjamin Mountfort. His earliest 
authenticated photographs date from 1858, but he probably started a year or two earlier, 
judging from an undated set of small family portraits which may have been made with a lens 
from his brother's telescope in a home-made camera. 
 

By December 1858 Barker had achieved the first of a series of successful portraits of Anne 
Bowen, a close family friend. He built a darkroom at his home on the edge of Cathedral 
Square, and devoted himself to photographing family and friends, the growing settlement, 
local events, his land purchases, and zoological specimens of interest.  
 

The photographs of his family and their activities are tender and revealing. A handful of his 
Christchurch views go beyond being invaluable historical evidence; such works as his domestic interiors, for instance, are rare 
documents. He made a wonderful panorama of the early city in 1860, from the roof of Provincial Chambers. His most haunting series, 
however, is an extraordinary collection of self-portraits made from 1858 until a month before his death in Christchurch on 20 March 1873, 
from meningitis. This biography, written by John B. Turner, was first published in the Dictionary of New Zealand Biography in 1990. 
https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/1b4/barker-alfred-charles   [See A C Barker collection images online at museum website ] 

 

https://collection.canterburymuseum.com/highlights/barker/objects?sort=collection&facet=maker_name%3AAlfred+Charles+Barker  
https://collection.canterburymuseum.com/highlights/barker/objects?facet=maker_name%3AAlfred+Charles+Barker  

 

 

Edmonds Band Rotunda 
 

The 80 tonne dome of Christchurch's Edmonds Band Rotunda has been lifted back to its rightful 
place after it was damaged in the 2011 earthquake, on the bank of the Avon River between 
Manchester and Colombo Streets. The rotunda which was built in 1929 as a gift to the city from 
businessman Thomas Edmonds was badly damaged in the earthquakes and for safety reasons 
was deconstructed. The cost of the restoration is $1.5 million, $1m has been granted from The 
Christchurch Earthquake Appeal Trust.  
Because of the weight of the dome a special crane was brought down from the North Island for 
the job. The dome is sitting on scaffolding until new columns are built to support it.  The 
restoration is half way through with the project expected to be complete at the end of April next 
year.  https://www.stuff.co.nz/the-press/news/123419470/edmonds-band-rotunda-dome-back-in-place-after-eight-years-on-the-ground  
 

 

Discussion of Historic NZ Samplers lead to question where Society of Arts & Canterbury College Art School Were 
Canterbury Society of Arts - https://christchurchcitylibraries.com/Heritage/Publications/Art/CanterburySocietyofArts/ 
The Canterbury Society of Arts was founded in 1880 and held its first annual exhibition in 1881. At the time of its foundation in 1880 the 
Canterbury Society of Arts had a group aiming to foster the amateur artistic activities of the city. Did this become the Art Gallery – Robert 
McDougall Gallery, then between Worcester & Gloucester Streets on Montreal Street? https://christchurchartgallery.org.nz/about/history  
 

Canterbury College Art School - https://christchurchartgallery.org.nz/artschool125/SelectiveChronology/1900_1910/index.html 
Christchurch Girls' High School was established by Canterbury College Board of Governors & opened on 13 Sep 1877. It originally 
occupied a building on the corner of Hereford Street & Rolleston Avenue. The school quickly outgrew this building. In 1881 a new building 
was opened in Cranmer Square. The building in Hereford Street became the University School of Art until it moved to Ilam in 1957.  
https://christchurchcitylibraries.com/Heritage/Photos/Disc17/IMG0017.asp#:~:text=Christchurch%20Girls'%20High%20School%20was,new%20building%2
0in%20Cranmer%20Square.   Thanks to Jenny Mayne for showing book “NZ’s Historic Samplers – Our Stitched Stories” – Vivien Caughley 
 

 

Use CloudConvert to Convert a File from One Format to Another 
By an Anonymous contributor to Dick Eastman’s newsletter 

Here is a web site you probably should bookmark: https://cloudconvert.com  You probably won't need to use it often but when you do 
have a need it can be a lifesaver. Best of all, it is a free service if you only want to convert a few files. However, if you want to convert 
dozens of files, there is a modest charge. 
 

CloudConvert converts almost any file from one format to almost any other format. It recognizes files in more than 200 different formats, 
and connects with Box, Dropbox, Google Drive, and OneDrive. I find it useful for converting PNG images into JPG format. It also can can 
turn a PDF file into a DOCX file, which you may open in Microsoft Word, LibreOffice, or Google Docs. It also can convert Macintosh 
Keynote presentation files into PowerPoint PPTX files. In fact, CloudConvert can convert about 200 different file formats into other file 
formats. I find that CloudConvert does an excellent job of converting PDF files into editable .DOC or .DOCX files as its translation seems 
to be very accurate. 
 

CloudConvert also allows you to extract audio from a video file. For example, I selected a .MOV file and converted it to .MP3 format. That 
gave me an audio only .MP3 file. It also converts .MOV video files into .MP4 video files as well. Did you download a video from the web, 
only to find it doesn't display in your computer's video player? CloudConvert probably can fix the problem for you. CloudConvert is a 
cloudbased application. That is, the program runs from a web site. There is no software to install in your computer. It works equally well 
on Windows, Macintosh, Linux, Chromebooks, and even on mobile and portable devices running Android or Apple iOS (iPhone, iPad, 
and iPod Touch). For occasional use, CloudConvert doesn't charge. If you convert files smaller than 1 gigabyte, fewer than five files at a 
time, and use less than 25 minutes of file conversion time a day, CloudConvert's services are free of charge. For high volume users, 
CloudConvert does charge fees as described at https://cloudconvert.com/pricing.  I suspect most in home users will never encounter a 
need for fees. CloudConvert is one of those useful web tools that you may not need immediately. But, the next time you say, "I can't open 
this file...," give it a try. CloudConvert may be able to convert that file you can't use into one you can. CloudConvert is available at 
https://cloudconvert.com.        [We may try this at next Computer Group meeting.] 
 

From Jan Watts,  from Newsletter of the Family History Group, West Auckland Historical Society and Waitakere Branch, NZ Society of 
Genealogists - January/February 2021 

Barker family (missing either Richard or Samuel) 
21 December 1868     2008.127.263 
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NZ History – Dates in NZ History for March  – https://nzhistory.govt.nz/calendar/3  
 

TODAY IN NZ HISTORY 
 

 

1 March 1916 - New Zealand Division formed – 105 years ago - After the evacuation from Gallipoli in December 1915, New Zealand forces 
returned to Egypt to recover and regroup. In February 1916, it was decided that Australian and New Zealand infantry divisions would be sent to 
the Western Front. On 1 March, the New Zealand Division was formed. 
 

In April 1916 the Division crossed the Mediterranean to France. In mid-September it joined the Battle of the Somme as part of a renewed attempt 
to break through the German lines around Flers. In June 1917 the New Zealanders helped capture the Messines Ridge in Flanders. On each 
occasion the Division achieved its objectives, but suffered heavy casualties. In October the New Zealanders experienced devastating losses 
at Passchendaele, with an attack on Bellevue Spur on the 12th costing the lives of more than 840 soldiers. The Division’s last major action was 
liberating the French town of Le Quesnoy on 4 November – just a week before the end of the war.       
         https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/new-zealand-division-formed 
 

5 March 2013 - Census held after two-year delay – 8 years ago - New Zealand’s five-yearly census had been scheduled for 8 March 2011. But 
after Canterbury’s devastating February earthquake, Government Statistician Geoff Bascand and Statistics Minister Maurice Williamson 
announced that it would not go ahead. Statistics New Zealand’s Christchurch operations had been significantly disrupted, and the exodus of 
people from the city would have skewed the results.  Cancelling the census so close to the due date cost around $65 million. All the forms had 
been printed and contractors had delivered them to half a million houses. Statistics New Zealand recognised there would be longer-term costs 
too, as government agencies would have to rely on outdated data from 2006. 
 

The census has only been cancelled on two other occasions – in 1931 as an economy measure during the Depression, and in 1941 because of 
the Second World War. Neither of these was rescheduled, leading to two decade-long gaps between censuses. The census planned for 1946 
was, however, brought forward six months to September 1945 so electorate boundaries could be redrawn in time for the first post-war general 
election.         https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/census-held-after-two-year-delay 
 

15 March 2019 - 51 killed in mosque shootings– 2 years ago  - New Zealand’s Muslim community suffered an horrific attack when a self-
proclaimed ‘white nationalist’ opened fire on worshippers at mosques on Deans Avenue and in Linwood in Christchurch. Fifty were killed and 
another 50 wounded, one of whom died six weeks later.  The death toll would have been higher but for the heroism displayed by unarmed men at 
both mosques, and by the police officers who forced the assailant’s car off the road. Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern described it as one of New 
Zealand’s darkest days.  Since the attacks, Ardern has played a leading role in an international movement to persuade major technology 
companies to stop the dissemination online of terrorist and violent extremist content. https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/51-killed-mosque-shootings 
 

19 March 1946 -  Main body of Jayforce lands in Japan - 75 years ago - After Japan’s surrender in August 1945, the New Zealand government 
agreed to participate in the US-led occupation as part of a Commonwealth force.  More than 4,200 New Zealand troops arrived in March 1946 to 
serve in the 36,000-strong British Commonwealth Occupation Force (BCOF). Known as Jayforce, this infantry brigade was complemented by 280 
personnel of No. 14 Squadron RNZAF who had volunteered to serve in Japan. Commonwealth units occupied about one-seventh of Japan’s land 
area, the United States the rest. The Commonwealth troops were to oversee Japanese demilitarisation and demobilisation. Jayforce was initially 
deployed in Yamaguchi prefecture on the southern tip of the main island of Honshu, and on nearby Eta Jima Island. This was a relatively poor 
rural region with a population of 1.4 million – not much less than New Zealand’s total population at the time.  The Italy draft was relieved by a 
draft of volunteers from New Zealand in mid-1946, and this draft was relieved in its turn in mid-1947. A total of about 12,000 New Zealanders 
served in Japan, of whom 15 were killed in accidents or died of disease. They are buried in the Commonwealth cemetery at Yokohama. 
 

When Great Britain and India withdrew from the BCOF in 1947, enthusiasm for New Zealand’s continuing involvement alongside Australia 
waned. An April 1948 decision to withdraw Jayforce from Japan was implemented by early 1949. https://nzhistory.govt.nz/jayforce-arrives-in-japan 
 

26 March 1896 -  Brunner mine disaster kills 65 – 125 years ago - At 9.30 a.m., an explosion tore through the Brunner mine in Westland’s Grey 
Valley. Two men sent underground to investigate were later found unconscious after inhaling black damp, a suffocating mixture of nitrogen and 
carbon dioxide.  Rescuers began bringing out bodies around 11 a.m. The noxious gases took their toll on the men in the rescue parties, many of 
whom collapsed and had to be carried out. The final death toll was 65 – almost half of Brunner’s underground work force. This remains New 
Zealand’s deadliest industrial accident. Fifty-three of the victims were buried in the Stillwater cemetery, 33 of them in a single grave. The funeral 
procession stretched for 800 metres.  The official enquiry determined that the cause was the detonation of a charge in an area of the mine where 
no one should have been working. However, some experienced miners claimed that firedamp – methane gas produced by coal – had 
accumulated because of an ineffectual ventilation system.     https://nzhistory.govt.nz/sixty-seven-men-die-in-the-brunner-coal-mine-on-the-west-coast 
 

 

11 March 2011 - Japan earthquake and tsunami of 2011 – 10 years ago - also called Great Sendai Earthquake or Great Tōhoku Earthquake, 
that occurred in northeastern Japan. The event began with a powerful earthquake off the northeastern coast of Honshu, Japan’s main island, and 
caused widespread damage on land and initiated a series of large tsunami waves devastating many coastal areas of the country, most notably in 
the Tōhoku region (northeastern Honshu). The tsunami also instigated a major nuclear accident at Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant along 
the coast. Magnitude: 9 Number of deaths: 15,897 Casualties: 15,899 deaths, 6,157 injured, 2,529 people missing 

https://www.britannica.com/event/Japan-earthquake-and-tsunami-of-2011 
 

 

Dunsandel Historic Society - https://dunsandelhistoricsociety.com/  
 

The Dunsandel Historic Society (DHS) started in 1978 and 
members endeavour to promote interest in and encourage the 

recording of local history for Dunsandel and surrounding 
districts in Canterbury, New Zealand. 

 

A photographic collection was started early and has grown to 
approximately 2,100 scanned photos. As an example our 

WWI photos are in photo collections online. Members have 
published four books on the district and are happy to assist with 

family & local history enquiries. 
 

The DHS purchased the "Old Methodist Church" on State Highway 1, Dunsandel, in 
1986 and until recently members run it as a craft shop. Now they have a new archive in 
the Dunsandel Community Centre. 
 

The DHS has arranged displays and marked anniversaries and are preparing for the 2022, sesquicentennial of Dunsandel. 
 

https://dunsandelhistoricsociety.com/publications - publications     https://dunsandelhistoricsociety.com/downloads - Tour of Dunsandel 
If you are interested in local history we welcome you to join our society. 

Contact Mike Noonan, President at email president@dunsandelhistoricsociety.com  
 

 

SOUTH ISLAND AGRICULTURAL FIELD DAYS - March 24-26 2021, Kirwee - We are one of the oldest and largest agricultural events 
in the South Island; going back 70 years, it focuses on opportunities to view machines in their working state and reinforcing the 
relationship between farmers, service providers, scientists and technical experts.  $20 Adults, under 18 free.  https://www.siafd.co.nz/  
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BISHOPDALE BRANCH  
  
 

NEXT MEETING:  Thursday 25th March 2021,  7:30 p.m. at St Margaret's Hub, 94 Farrington Avenue. 
 

Topic:  "Kathy Bisman will be giving the second part of her talk on Certificates, this time on Marriages and Deaths, giving 
insights into what else can be gleaned from them apart from names and dates". 
 

All welcome. Visitors are most welcome, for whom there will be a $3 door charge.    Regards Christina Carroll         
 
************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************ 
 

Convenor:   Frances Cadman       Branch Email: bishopdale@genealogy.org.nz  
Secretary:   Lis Hunter        
Newsletter Contact:  Christina Carroll View our branch library catalogue at   https://www.librarything.com/catalog/bishopdalenzsg 
 

 

 
 

WAIMAKARIRI BRANCH  
 

Monthly General Meeting dates are held on the third Tuesday of each month from January to November.  Usually there is a Guest 
Speaker followed by a light supper.  There is no charge for these evenings. 
 
 

Next Meeting:    Date:  Tuesday 16th March 2021 at 7.30pm   Topic – To be advised 
 

Venue:  Waimakariri Branch, Rangiora Brass Band Rooms, Northbrook Road.  All Welcome.          Thanks to Christine Pearson 
 
 

*************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
 

Convenor:   Gordon McIvor       
Email:  Waimakariri@genealogy.org.nz       
   
 

Philip Worthington has resigned as Convenor of the Waimak Branch of the NZSG.  Many thanks to Philip for all his hard work and years 
of dedication for the Branch, the Society and his local area. 

 
 

The Hundred-Year Journey Home: Diary of WWI Soldier, Sergeant James Stanton   
 

Natasha’s research is appreciated. Natasha sent through an article for this newsletter telling about the 
story of a diary of a WWI soldier, and finding family of this soldier.  Extract below. The link to the whole 
article is below that, and well worth reading. 
 

Around midnight on May 3rd 1916 in the pretty French village of Morbecque, Private James Stanton 
picked up his fountain pen and began to write on the first page of a canvas bound diary. 
Born and raised in Amberley, Canterbury, twenty-one year old James had been away from home since 
October 1915 when he sailed with reinforcements from Wellington to Egypt. 
 

The diary had been passed to a friend and James Stanton died in action. 
The current holders of the diary found out there was to be an ANZAC edition of the Auckland based 
elocal Magazine, so details were passed to the editor to see if some publicity might reunite the diary 
with the original owner's family. 
 

Several people helped to connect the dots.  But first past the post was Natasha Wells of Kaikoura who 
came across the story of the Stanton diary shared on a Facebook genealogy group page, her interest piqued by the mention of the 
surnames Stanton and Gibbs in tandem. These names were among those of her ancestors and Amberley was close enough to where 
they had lived for Natasha to search on her family tree.  "I thought the reason a Gibbs was given a Stanton diary was because they were 
likely related". 
 

Although it turned out that James wasn't related, she didn't stop there.  A dedicated family history researcher likes nothing better than a 
good mystery to solve, even if they're not one of your own. Natasha investigated further by accessing James' service records online 
where she found his date of birth and mother's name. Using this information, the next stop was historical birth, death and marriage 
records online where she was able to find the name of his father and siblings.  Entering this information into another website, 
Ancestry.com, Natasha traced James' lineage back to Staffordshire in England and hit the jackpot - the owner of the family tree was listed 
as being a New Zealander and had been active on the site in recent weeks.  With the aid of Google and Facebook she was able to bring 
up the profile of a person she believed to be the nephew of Sergeant James Stanton. 
 

Thanks to the internet, all this research was accomplished in under two hours. 
 

Contact was made with family of James Stanton and now this diary will find its way home to family of James Stanton after 100 years. 
 

https://www.elocal.co.nz/Magazines/elocal-Digital-Edition/236?page=4-5  
https://www.elocal.co.nz/Articles/elocal-Digital-Edition/3780  November 2020 ∙ Issue #236    Natasha Wells 
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COMMITTEE  2020 / 2021 

 

Convenor  Fiona Lees   
Secretary  / Webmaster Jan Watts            
Treasurer Pauline Noonan   
Newsletter Editors / Membership  David & Fiona Lees   
Speaker’s Convenor Lorraine Wilmshurst   
Technology Guru Gordy Collingwood   
 Philip Creed   
 Carole Jackson   
 Clare Simpson   
 Natasha Wells   
Other contacts:     
Librarian / Library  Jan Watts            
Family history magazines Maureen Kelso   
School register project Sandra Serra   
School rolls research Rae Wilson   
European Interest Group Kathy Bisman   
Australian Interest Group Atholin Pierre   
Computer Interest Group Fiona Lees   
Irish Interest Group Tony Gordon   
WWI Project - War Memorials /    
                   Boards of Honour  

Evelyn Robertson   
 

  
 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS:   
We wish a warm welcome and happy researching to new members  

Elaine CHAMBERLAIN, Teresa EDEN, and Bill & Marian KERR.  
 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM: We pass on sympathy & condolences to all those who have lost family & friends recently.   
Our sympathy and condolences to the family and friends of Murray ROSE who passed away recently.  Murray was 

a Branch member until recently when he resigned due to ill health.   
 
 

New Zealand Society of Genealogist’s Website:- http://www.genealogy.org.nz 
 

 

Please let us know if you are shifting or have changed address, or email address, so we can keep our records current, and keep in touch. 
Apologies for any errors and omissions in newsletter.  Corrections & additions welcome.  Photograph credits – David Lees – thank you. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NEWSLETTER  
  

NZSG  Canterbury  Branch 
PO  Box  38064, 
Parklands,  
CHRISTCHURCH  8842 

 

 
Thanks to our Newsletter Printer (printing from his home) 
- AndrewStark @ AWS Publications Ltd 

 

                    

 
 
 
 

 

NZSG CANTERBURY BRANCH LIBRARY HOURS   
 

Open:  1st & 3rd Thursday of Month from 12noon – 3:00pm, and   
2nd & 4th Saturday of Month from 12noon – 3:00pm. 

 

 Bring along your research queries and brick walls to your branch library – use the resources there and receive assistance. 
Branch LIBRARY at Parkview Community Lounge  -  75 Queenspark Drive, Parklands 

Canterbury Branch Library is an Affiliate Library of FamilySearch – access to restricted records here!! 
 

 

 
 

FAMILY HISTORY CENTRE @ 25 FENDALTON ROAD  
Hours: Tuesday 10:00am - 2:00pm and 7:00pm - 9:00pm 

 
****************************************************************************************************--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

TŪRANGA - CHRISTCHURCH CENTRAL LIBRARY @ 60 CATHEDRAL SQUARE 
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9:00AM – 8:00PM  (GROUND FLOOR 8:00AM – 8:00PM)      

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 10:00AM – 5:00PM 
 

 
****************************************************************************************************--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

CHRISTCHURCH PARKLANDS LIBRARY @ 46 QUEENSPARK DRIVE 
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9:00AM – 6:00PM.  SATURDAY 10:00AM – 4:00PM 

 
 

****************************************************************************************************--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

CHRISTCHURCH FENDALTON LIBRARY @ 4 JEFFREYS ROAD 
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9:00AM – 8:00PM.  SATURDAY 10:00AM – 4:00PM 

Genealogy Trivia 
If you figure there’s 25 years between each 

generation, 500 years ago there were 
1,048,576 people involved in creating YOU ! 

YOU are special !  


