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N ZSG  C A N T ER B U R Y  BRA N C H  N E WS L ETT E R  
Meetings - Parkview Community Lounge Hall, 75 Queenspark Drive, Parklands 
  Monthly – 2nd Thursday evening at 7:30pm  &  3rd Thursday morning at 10:00am 
    Visitors welcome – Gold coin donation   
Email -  CanterburyNZ@genealogy.org.nz   
Postal  -   PO  Box 38064, Parklands, CHRISTCHURCH 8842 

Facebook -  https://www.facebook.com/CanterburyNZGenealogy/  
Canterbury  Branch  Website  -  http://canterburygenealogy.wordpress.com/  
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Programme for May 2021 
 

 

Thursday 13th May - 7:30pm - Evening Meeting – Parkview Community Lounge - Hall 

Annual General Meeting 
AGM of the Canterbury Branch of the New Zealand Society of Genealogists 

Followed by a talk by Lorraine Wilmshurst on the NZ local resources she used to compile the life story of an 
aunt (Christina Sylvia BELL 1901 -1969). 

 

Thursday 20th May at 10:00am  - Morning Meeting - Parkview Community Lounge – Hall  
Note new start time for our morning meetings, starting at 10:00am with morning tea while we have notices & members input, followed by the 
speaker from 10:30am – 12:00 noon.  You are most welcome to go down to the Donnington Room to continue chatting following the meeting. 

TRANSLATE YOUR ANCESTOR’S ARMY RECORDS 
Our speaker this morning is Doug Mackintosh who served for 36 years in the NZ Army. Almost everyone has 
ancestors who served in the Army, but when you find an army document, it usually includes a mass of 
abbreviations which can be very confusing. Doug intends to help you open the doors and perhaps discover what 
kind of life your ancestor had in uniform. Bring along any army documents for looking at after the talk. 

 

 

Other Dates for May 2021     
 

Saturday 1st    Irish Interest Group – Bi-monthly informal group asking & answering questions, sharing information, resources & knowledge. 
Led by Tony Gordon. 10:00am.  Parkview Community Lounge – Donnington Room 

Saturday 1st     DNA & Genealogy drop-in sessions at Shirley Library – 10:00am to 12noon – run by Shirley Library & volunteers from 
NZSG Canterbury Branch.  Book through Shirley Library, phone 941-7923 

Thursday 6th      Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 
Saturday 8th   Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12noon – 3:00pm 
 

Saturday 15th   DNA & Genealogy drop-in sessions at Shirley Library – 10:00am to 12noon – run by Shirley Library & volunteers from 
NZSG Canterbury Branch.  Book through Shirley Library, phone 941-7923 

 

Thursday 20th    Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm, following morning meeting. 
Saturday 22nd  Computer Interest Group – Bi-monthly informal group asking & answering questions, sharing websites, discussing computers 

& genealogy programs.  We will stop half way through for a cuppa break. Led by Fiona Lees.    
10:00am - 12noon - Parkview Community Lounge – Hall 

Saturday 22nd  Continental Europe Interests – individual research session – led by Kathy Bisman   and other experienced genealogists.  
This will be from 12:30 - 2:30pm. Parkview Community Lounge – Donnington Room 

Saturday 22nd     Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm, following Computer Group meeting. 
Monday 24th Australian Interest Group - Informal group asking & answering questions, sharing information, resources & knowledge. Led by 

Atholin Pierre. 10:30am - Parkview Community Lounge – Donnington Room 
Wednesday 26th  Visit to Kate Sheppard House & Museum - 83 Clyde Road, Ilam, Christchurch 8041. 

Time: 10:00am.  Cost: $15 for Adults & $7.50 for Supergold cardholders & students.   
It is a self-guided tour, with a complimentary introduction for the group on arrival. 
Parking: – No car parking onsite and it can be a bit troublesome during the week 
being next to the university. It is recommended that you carpool, cycle or bus if 
possible. Sometimes there is parking on the city side of Clyde Road in the 2 hour 
spaces, or you can try the pay and display Clyde Carpark on Arts Road at the 
University of Canterbury (a 3-5 minute walk). Parking cost here is $3.00 per hour or 
$9.00 per day and no change is given - so it will need to paid for in cash into the 
machine. Alternatively, free parking is usually available on Kotare Street (a 10 minute walk). 

 

Programme for June 2021 
 

Thursday 3rd      Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 
Thursday 10th   Evening Meeting – NZSG Membership – Benefits and website – Kathy Bisman 
Saturday 12th   Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12noon – 3:00pm  
Thursday 17th   Morning Meeting– “Tūranga – NZ resources available” – Librarian from Tūranga 
Thursday 17th    Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 
Saturday 26th     Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 
 
 

Advance Notice of Programme for August 2021 – Family History Month  -   See Page 3 for details.
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FROM THE COMMITTEE 
Branch News:   
 

Well, here we are again in May, the last month of autumn, and the temperatures have dropped, the frosts have returned and the daylight 
time each day is reducing.  Sounds like a perfect time for bringing out our genealogy research, and chasing after those gaps that have 
eluded us so far.  Hopefully some will have made use of the Findmypast free UK census weekend, with English, Welsh and Scottish 
records. This had me wondering when the 1921 census will be available, from 100 years ago.  A quick question to Mr Google, I find that 
“.. the 1921 census can't be published online until over a hundred years have passed. Family history website Findmypast has won the 
contract to publish the 1921 England and Wales census in January 2022.” This will be much anticipated by all trying to make those links 
they have been unable to make so far.  (We should expect that their websites will be initially overloaded.) 
 

This last month has been very hard for our Branch in losing two of our Canterbury Branch members and the daughter of another.  We 
pass on our sympathy and condolences to all.  (Please see page 9 for further details.) 
  

I am still loving discovering coincidences, mainly from people talking to each other animatedly about this hobby / addiction / obsession 
that we share.  At a recent Riccarton Branch meeting, a new member was talking to an existing member about her family tree challenges. 
Hazel said she had in her family, golf professionals in Scotland, and was looking for more information. She was directed to chat with me, 
as I had talked about my grandfather who was a golf professional in Scotland.  I couldn’t help myself, but that evening went looking in the 
Gales newspapers (under NZSG Members only area on NZSG website). I not only found plenty of articles on Hazel’s family, as many golf 
competitions were reported in the papers, but I found her family and mine playing in the same competition on the same day – my 
grandfather led her great-uncle by 7 strokes!  Later in the same conversation with Hazel, we were talking about when her family had 
come to NZ. As it turned out, after checking shipping records on Ancestry, Hazel’s parents and older brother had come to NZ on the 
Captain Cook in 1954, on the same sailing as David’s uncle and aunt. 
 

NZSG Canterbury Branch MEMBERSHIP Subscription Renewal – 2021-2022 
With your newsletters last month you received your subscription renewal form for the coming year. The subscriptions run from 1st April 
2021 to 31st March 2022. For this coming year, there is no change in subscription with the single sub being $40 & the joint sub being $50. 
Many thanks to the many who have already paid their subscriptions.  For those who haven't already paid, we would appreciate 

payment as soon as possible. Thank you for your continuing support. 
 

The notice advising the upcoming AGM is included below and you will see that there is a Notice of Motion to increase both the individual 
and joint membership fees for the financial year 2022 / 2023.  (Note: this does not apply to the current year subscription.)  
 

As a Branch we need to keep our income (mainly from subscriptions) ahead of our outgoings.  We are very fortunate in that we have 
funds available, in part due to receiving computers at little or no cost, as well as having insurance payouts from the burglaries, and profits 
from the NZSG 2018 & NZSG 2008 Conferences, and a donation from SeniorNet.  We would prefer to make increases in subscriptions 
small and more frequently, than less frequent and a larger increase, so recommend that the membership fees be increased to $45 (up 
from $40) for an individual and $60 (up from $50) for a joint membership.  
 

The membership fees were last increased for the 2020 / 2021 financial year and in the future, we see there will be increased costs 
associated with running the branch. We recognise that the branch does have good cash reserves however the committee feel that we 
should keep these intact for any unknown contingencies in the future, particularly with known upcoming increases in postal and hall hire 
costs.  Also, it is uncertain that we will retain our library lease at Parklands through the 2022 / 23 financial year, so we may have to pay 
increased rental somewhere else during next year with a change of location and extra costs, It is inevitable that costs are going to rise, 
when it comes to the hire of premises, especially as so many have to be upgraded. 
 

Therefore we wish to put the following motion at the AGM. 
"That the annual subscriptions for the 2022 / 2023 financial year be $45 for individual and $60 for joint membership" 

 

 

At our evening meeting in May, we will be having our AGM meeting and looking back as well as forwards to the 
next year. (Last year, because of COVID-19, our AGM was delayed until July.) Many of the committee have 
indicated that they are happy to put their names forward again for this coming year.  I would like to thank all the 
members of the committee for the great job they are all doing to run this branch for us all, and thanks to all the 
volunteers who selflessly give of their time and expertise for the benefit of us all. If anyone else would like to be 
involved, please get in touch. Our Secretary, Jan Watts, is standing down as Secretary and from the Committee, so we are seeking a 
Secretary, and people willing to join us on committee, so if there is anyone else willing to be nominated please come forward.  
Jan will continue with librarian and webmaster roles.   Thank you Jan for your eight years of service on the committee, four as Secretary.   
 

As always, if you have any suggestions or comments please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me or others on the committee.  
Fiona Lees,         NZSG-CantyGroup-Newsletter@hotmail.co.nz   

 

  

CANTERBURY BRANCH OF THE NEW ZEALAND SOCIETY OF GENEALOGISTS 
 

Notice of our forthcoming Annual General Meeting for our 53rd year.  
 

To be held on Thursday 13th May 2021 at 7:30pm at Parkview Community Lounge – Small Hall.  
 

    Agenda 
Welcome  Treasurer’s Report 
In Remembrance  Appointment of Auditor 
Apologies 
Minutes of the AGM (2020) – 52nd Year  

Notices of Motion  
   Proposal for small increase in subscriptions  

Matters Arising from the Minutes  Election of Officers  
Correspondence Awards 
Convenor’s Report General Business 
 Meeting Close 

 

Notice of Motion for the 2021 AGM:-  
"That the annual subscriptions for the 2022 / 2023 financial year be $45 individual and $60 joint membership" 

 
 

AGM Minutes for the year 2019-2020 and Financial reports for the year 2020-2021 will be emailed out to all members for whom 
we have email addresses, before the AGM.  There will be some paper copies at the meeting.   Accounts and Convenor’s Reports 
for the 2019-2020 year can be found on our website: 

Convenor’s Report 2020  Statement of Receipts and Payments 2019-2020 Financial Position at 31 March 2020 
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CANTERBURY BRANCH LIBRARY 
 

AT PARKVIEW COMMUNITY LOUNGE  -  75 QUEENSPARK DRIVE, PARKLANDS 
 

Open:  1st & 3rd Thursday of Month from 12noon – 3:00pm    &    2nd & 4th Saturday of 
Month from 12noon – 3:00pm. 

 

May 2021 library dates:- 
 Thursday 6th & 20th from 12noon to 3:00pm 
 Saturday 8th & 22nd  from 12noon to 3:00pm 

June 2021 library dates:- 
 Thursday 3rd & 17th from 12noon to 3:00pm  
 Saturday 12th & 26th from 12noon to 3:00pm 

 

Use your branch library - a great opportunity to have one on one help for your research. 

The Branch library will be open on the usual days – 1st & 3rd Thursdays and the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month.  (See the actual 
dates for May & June above.)  Our hours are from 12noon to 3:00pm for both Library open days (Thursday and Saturdays).   

Library Catalogue - Search our library catalogue online, so when you visit the library, you will already know where to 
start.  https://canterburygenealogy.wordpress.com/branch-library/ 
 

 

Advance Notice of Programme for August 2021 – Family History Month 
 

Sunday 1st  - Thursday 5th   Australasian AFFHO Congress in Norfolk Island 
 

Thursday 12th - Evening meeting - (Nga Taonga Sound & Vision - New Zealand's Voices of War: the Mobile Unit Recordings 1940-1945.) 
 

Saturday 14th  -  Writing Workshop with Jo Bailey (9:00am to 12.30pm. Cost $45 per person) 
 

Weekend 13 -15 - Auckland Family History Expo  
 

Thursday 19th -   Morning meeting – Sharing Part of Your Family – Forward a photo of a family member or an item and in 3-5 minutes 
tell the meeting about your photo (David is willing to photograph and /or scan the photo for you) 
 

Weekend 20 - 22 - Christchurch Family History Expo 
 

  

Save the Date - Christchurch Family History Expo - chchfhexpo@gmail.com  
 

Following our Virtual Expo in 2020, Christchurch City Libraries (in collaboration with Memories in Time) are hosting a live Family History 
Expo in Christchurch from 20-22 August 2021 (conditions permitting).  There will be 2 days of seminars on 21 & 22 August and a ticketed 
opening event in the evening of Friday 20 August. 
 

Save the date and we look forward to seeing you in August.  Any questions please email chchfhexpo@gmail.com. There will be websites 
nearer the time.       Kind regards, Jenny Lowe, On behalf of the Steering Group 
  

 

WHERE TO NEXT WITH YOUR DNA RESULTS?  
 

DNA has become an important tool in our toolbox for many.  If you have questions or have hit a brick wall, 
contact Bruce Holm or Barry Pycroft.  There is also a DNA & Genealogy drop-in session at Shirley library on 
the 1st and 3rd Saturday each month, from 10:00am to 12noon (book through Shirley Library, phone 941-7923) that may help you solve 
the problem, and also ask for help at our Branch Library. 
 

NZSG members have access to DNA webinars in the Member's Only area of the NZSG website.  -  NZSG have purchased a license 
so that our members can enjoy DNA Boot Camps free of charge. 
 

Have you searched the Internet for assistance – try Google and YouTube videos for step by step explanations? 
 

  

COVID-19 Preparedness: Remember:  
 Look after ourselves and each other, protect our way of life 
 To either Scan the QR code (perhaps at the beginning and end of the meeting) OR to note our whereabouts 

that day in our COVID ‘Diary’, however we do it 
 To sanitise our hands as we go into the hall or a meeting room and as we leave  
 To sanitise our hands before we get our cuppa and biscuit 
 Please do not join us if you are feeling unwell. 

 

  
  

MEMBERS’ INTEREST DATABASE – with members’ names, interests & localities - this could link people who are 
researching same names or in similar areas.   The Canterbury Group intends updating the members’ genealogy research interests. The 
exchange of this information should greatly enhance research prospects for many of our members, but the success of this project will 
depend on the response that members make by filling in this form (form enclosed or attached). 
 

The branch expects to input the entries into the computer as they come to hand.  A database for searching will be available on each of 
the branch computers. We will not give your contact details outside the branch, but will send on details of enquiries to you. For those who 
have previously submitted changes, please check and we can correct.   
 

Many thanks due to Gordy Collingwood for building the current database, and importing and cleaning data, and to Barry Pycroft for 
creating and sharing his earlier records and database.  Thanks also to Margaret Harris for transcribing earlier forms, which have also 
been incorporated.           Gordy Collingwood 
 
 
 

 
 

MEMBERS’ RESEARCH INTERESTS & QUERIES AND REQUESTS FOR LOCAL INFORMATION  

 

Members are invited to submit a recent find, surnames or topics of interest, or to ask a question, for inclusion in this newsletter.   
 

 Ancestry.com has been extended again free access until the end of June 2021.  Free access to Ancestry from home via the 
Christchurch City Libraries website has once again been extended & is now available until 30th June, using your library card number 
& password.  http://christchurchcitylibraries.com/eResources/Ancestry/     

 
 

 

SNIPPETS  -  Some bits & pieces of interest and some to help you with your research: 
 

 

 Canterbury Museum 150th -  Visit an exhibition (1 October 2020 – 13 June 2021) which celebrates Canterbury Museum's 150th 
anniversary.  Exhibition closes 13 June 2021.  https://www.canterburymuseum.com/whats-on/house-of-treasures-nga-taonga-tuku-iho/  
Explore the Museum’s extensive online collections - fascinating - https://collection.canterburymuseum.com/explore  
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 Reefton 150th - Reefton is celebrating 150 years since its founding.  For further information, contact Ina Lineham   or Deborah 
Williams  The 150 year celebrations will conclude at the 2021 Reefton Christmas Parade.   Facebook link for further information -  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/172052266560299 
 

 

 The Christchurch Anglican Archives will close – on Friday April 30th 2021 to prepare for the move to Cardale House.  Access to 
all archives will be severely limited to the public except in the case of pastoral emergencies. The Archives expect to be open again to 
the public later in the year.  Updated information will be posted in e-life (newsletter) and on the Diocesan website. 
https://anglicanlife.org.nz/news-and-announcements/the-christchurch-anglican-archives-will-close/   
 

 Wigram Museum Research – unavailable for research queries, probably for most of rest of year to catch up with backlog of work. 
Since launching in February 2020, our online photo database has been enormously popular, and we are looking forward to 
expanding this to other parts of the collection from next year onwards. Keep following our blog, subscribe to our newsletter, and 
follow us on Facebook, as our Collections team will be sharing progress reports, and some of the amazing things they work on over 
the next few months. https://www.airforcemuseum.co.nz/collections-research/research/  

 

 Bookless Library?  Many books are now being digitised, have a look at this site for some early New Zealand books, developed by 
staff at the Auckland University Library. http://www.enzb.auckland.ac.nz/  
The Early New Zealand Books (ENZB) Collection has been developed by staff at The University of Auckland Libraries and Learning 
Services.  The collection aims to provide a complete online full-text and keyword-searchable corpus of books about New Zealand 
which were published in the first two-thirds of the nineteenth century. Many of them have been available only in print, and in 
restricted library collections. Memoirs and collections of letters and journals from the period which were published later are also 
included. Accounts by early travellers are a prime source of information about traditional Maori society and culture as well as early 
European settlement.     Re-discovered from Canterbury Branch newsletter, November 2009 Fiona 

 Onward Project - Work continues on the collation of photographs for Volume Six of Onward. Recent additions to the project have 
been a cache of photographs from the Canterbury Regimental Museum at Burnham, a number of family photographs which arose 
from our email in March and various postcards the project has purchased from various sources. We are happy to assist anyone 
producing their own work on the First World War, so please get in touch if you are looking for portrait photos - we will help where we 
can!  fairdinkumbooks.com       Kathy Bisman 

 

 18/3 Chaplain Robert Richards M.C. : A Tribute  -  Fair Dinkum Books is pleased to advise that we have 
a limited supply of the new booklet "A Tribute to 18/3 Chaplain Robert Richards MC: Chaplain to the 
Forces" by Father Brian Fennessy of the Selwyn Parish. This wonderful little publication, produced in full 
colour, chronicles the life of the decorated New Zealand chaplain, Robert Richards, with a focus on his 
lengthy service with the NZEF during the First World War. Richards served at Gallipoli and on the Western 
Front, being decorated with the Military Cross for his gallantry in tending to the wounded in 1916.  Soft 
cover  - 72 pages  - b&w and colour.  Price: $16 plus postage. fairdinkumbooks.com 
o Robert Richards was born on 9 December 1868, Natal, South Africa. He was ordained on 24 August 

1893 at Valladolid, Spain.  He arrived in Christchurch Diocese on 28 October 1898. He was attested 
(joined up) on 2 December 1914 and was discharged from NZEF on 16 September 1919.  He then 
died on 27 January 1943 in London.      Kathy Bisman 

 Free Family History Webinars for May 2021 -  The FamilySearch Family History Library announced its free online webinars for 
May 2021. Examples - Nordic / Scandinavian research, Canadian ancestral research and Ask Your US and Canada Research 
Questions webinars. Choose from a variety of beginner FamilySearch sessions and learn how to Navigate, Add, Edit, 
Standardize, and Print from the FamilySearch Family Tree. https://media.familysearch.org/free-family-history-classes-and-
webinars-for-may-2021/.  If you cannot attend a live event, most sessions are recorded and can be viewed later at your 
convenience at Family History Library classes and webinars.  Want more? Peruse over 1,000 free, on-demand sessions 
from RootsTech Connect 2021 or schedule a free 20 minute consultation with a Family History History Library research specialist. 

 

 

180th Anniversary Weekend in Akaroa 
 

Over 180 descendants of the French and German settlers from the French immigrant ship the Comte de Paris converged on Akaroa on 
the last weekend of March.  There was a lot of excitement and anticipation for a full weekend of activities ahead.  Akaroa and its 
residents did not disappoint.  The sun shone, the sea sparkled and all were made most welcome. 
 

Events included a Friday evening Conversazione, a formal Saturday afternoon “Opening and Welcome”, and a Saturday evening dinner 
and dance.  There were also guided historical Walking Tours, the unveiling of restored settler headstones, and the opportunity to visit a 
very special ‘180’ exhibition at the Akaroa Museum and to join the local congregations at Church Services. Among all this atmosphere 
attendees discovered new family members, shared stories and spent time researching displays and Museum records.  Any spare time 
was spent soaking up Akaroa and its’ incredible environs.  Several family members remarked on how sad they felt at leaving Akaroa, but 
they also said they intended to return. They felt very much at home.    The Akaroa Mail, Friday 9 April 2021  
 

180 rounds of applause 
On the weekend of March 26-28 the Comte de Paris Descendants and the Libeau Family hosted approximately 180 people at the big 
‘180 Anniversary Weekend’. (Funny how the numbers worked out!) 
 

There were many accounts of enjoyment, connections, fun and discoveries.  We could not have achieved such a successful weekend 
without the fabulous service and expertise of the Akaroa Community.  Our immense thanks go to the Akaroa Community. 
 

In combination Akaroa, you did us proud.   Thank you.   The 180 Planning Group, including Averil Carpenter, Linda Sutherland. 
 

 

Shirley Communuty Centre - The drive to rebuild the Community Centre at 10 Shirley Road is gathering momentum. Our Group is 
called Shirley Road Central. We have 2 petitions for a rebuild, a paper one and an online petition. We wish to present these petitions to 
Christchurch City Council on 13 May.  The link to the online petition is https://www.change.org/p/christchurch-city-council-a-community-
centre-for-north-richmond-shirley-mairehau-edgeware-st-albans-east?fbclid=IwAR0XfyTQ04H0JOV7MkGEi-
8N5Ttgk6b0RowCuVRyqN_g_Lwk4y856uKl1I0  
We would be very grateful if you and any members of you group would sign this petition - we would like to have1200 signatures in total by 
13 May if possible. I have been going door to door with the paper petition and have been amazed at the depth of feeling there is about 
this centre in the community. Virtually everybody wants it replaced.  Thank you Jennifer Dalziel     
[My opinion is that we need more Community Centres replaced – there were many lost in the quakes – they are an important facility.  Ed.] 
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Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, died Friday 9th April 2021 
Prince Philip, the irascible and tough-minded husband of Queen Elizabeth II who spent more than 
seven decades supporting his wife in a role that both defined and constricted his life, has died, 
Buckingham Palace said Friday. He was 99. 
 

His life spanned nearly a century of European history, starting with his birth as a member of the Greek 
royal family and ending as Britain's longest-serving consort during a turbulent reign in which the 
thousand-year-old monarchy was forced to reinvent itself for the 21st century. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Queen Elizabeth II – 95th Birthday   
April 21, 2021 is The Queen's 95th birthday. The Queen was born at 2.40am on 21 April 
1926 at 17 Bruton Street in Mayfair, London. She was the first child of The Duke and 
Duchess of York, who later became King George VI and Queen Elizabeth. 
 
Prince Philip and Queen Elizabeth II were cousins through Queen Victoria  
Philip's mother, Princess Alice, was born in 1885 in the presence of her great-grandmother 
Queen Victoria at Windsor Castle, and this is where Prince Philip died. 

 

Prince Philip was related to Queen Victoria as a great-great-
grandson through his maternal side, and his future wife was 
related to the same queen through her paternal family. 
King George VI, the father of Queen Elizabeth II and 
Princess Margaret, was a great-grandson of Queen Victoria, 
Elizabeth & Margaret were great-great-grand-daughters. 
That makes Prince Philip and Queen Elizabeth third cousins.   
 

For Queen Elizabeth, the relation to Queen Victoria is 
through her father’s side. During Queen Victoria’s reign as 
the Queen of England from 1837 to 1901, she had nine 
children, four sons and five daughters, with her husband 
Prince Albert. 
 

When Queen Victoria died, the couple’s eldest son, Prince 
Edward, ascended to the throne in 1901, before his second-
eldest son, George, who is the Queen’s grandfather, 
succeeded him in 1910. 
 

King George V’s reign lasted until 1936, after which his son, 
the Queen’s father, George VI, became king, after his elder 
brother abdicated. 
Queen Elizabeth II became the monarch of the royal family 
following her father’s death in 1952. 
 

Alternatively, Prince Philip, who was born on 10 June 1921 
on the Greek island of Corfu to Prince Andrew of Greece 
and Denmark and Princess Alice of Battenberg, is related to 
Queen Victoria through his mother’s side. 
 

Queen Victoria gave birth to her second daughter, Princess 
Alice, in 1843. 
Princess Alice married Ludwig IV, the Grand Duke of Hesse, 
and together they had seven children, including their eldest 
child, Victoria, who would later marry her father’s cousin, 
Prince Louis of Battenburg, in 1884. 
Victoria and Prince Louis gave birth to their first child, 
Princess Alice of Battenburg, who is Prince Philip’s mother, 
in 1885. 
 

Prince Philip’s mother married Prince Andrew of Greece and 
Denmark in 1903, before later giving birth to five children, 
including the Duke of Edinburgh, the couple’s youngest child 
and only son. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Y1mZ-L8EnM  
https://abc7ny.com/prince-philip-dies-death-queen-

elizabeth/10501140/  https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/uknews/european-royal-family-tree-how-prince-philip-and-the-queen-are-related/ar-BB1fGOpj  
https://www.insider.com/how-were-prince-philip-and-queen-related-cousins-2021-
4#:~:text=King%20George%20VI%2C%20the%20father,and%20Queen%20Elizabeth%20third%20cousins. 
 

Her Majesty shared this private photograph taken with 
The Duke of Edinburgh at the top of the Coyles of Muick, 
Scotland in 2003. (The Royal Family / Instagram) 

Postage stamp set produced by NZPost on the occasion 
of the Queen’s 95th birthday. 
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MEETING REPORTS 
 

Thursday Evening Meeting – “MILITARY MEDALS” -  Lance Kenyon   
 

“Lest we forget” – Medals and Genealogy.  Lance’s talk focused on what we can learn from 
medals, how they are worn i.e. their order of wear on a dress uniform, their grouping, and the 
terms used to describe medals. 
 

Medals are ranked, with special war service medals first V.C., NZCGC, orders and chivalry 
awards next, then decorations (MC, DFC), then order of St John, then gallantry awards, then 
meritorious service medals, then campaign and special service medals, commemorative 
awards, merit and service awards, Humane society life-saving medals, various other awards, 
mention in dispatches, and finally foreign awards, if approved to wear them.   
 

Every medal has an obverse (front), reverse, a ribbon, suspender, a claw and a brooch, 
though some elements may be missing in your father or grandfather’s medals. The warrant for 
the medal has all of the design details on it. Medals may be worn 
swing, or free style, when marching, or in court style.  
 

Lance spoke about the significance of poppies, noting the first 
poppy day in NZ was held on 24 April 1922. The poppy honours 
the fallen service people, and also deceased veterans, and is part 
of funeral services. Poppy sales raise funds for the RSA veterans 
and their families. 
 

He showed us photographs of 3 of his relatives who were killed or 
died in the First World War, and their medals which he found in 
their service records from NZ Defence headquarters. 
 

Lance gave us tips for medal etiquette – wear medals on the left 
chest only if they were awarded to you, otherwise worn on the right 
side. Four tips – name your medals, wear them correctly, take a 
photo of them and add details, and clean and care for them. Finally 
Lance showed us 3 examples of medals correctly pinned onto 3 
dress uniforms, one his own, the others were his father and grandfather’s medals. 
 

An example of a Word War II medal was the New Zealand Memorial Cross, awarded to the families of more than 11,000 deceased 
servicemen and women. It was sometimes called the mother’s cross, as it was sent out to many mothers of the casualties of war. Here is 
a link to Te Papa website about this award https://collections.tepapa.govt.nz/object/980505  
 

Lance provided a list of suggested information sources for medal information, which is below: 
 

Military forces (PF/UH) • Region & National Archives (Unit/PF) • Reputable medal providers • Pamphlets • Books • Museums • Sailors, 
Soldiers, Airmen (be careful!!) • Book fairs • Local experts • National Library (oral & official books) • Unit Histories (unit, service, pers) • 
ROP • Archway • Papers past /newspapers (care needed)  
Useful websites provided are: 
NZ Medals Ltd www.nzmedals.com   www.archway.archives.govt.nz   www.nzhistory.govt.nz/war  
www.aucklandmuseum.com/warmemorial/online-cenotaph  https://www.nzdf.mil.nz/nzdf/personnelarchives-and-medals/   (Currently not 
displaying medal info)  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand    
Honours_Order_of_Precedence  
https://dpmc.govt.nz/our-programmes/new-zealand-royalhonours/honours-lists-and-recipients/information-honoursrecipients/order-of-
wear-orders-decorations-medals-in-newzealand  
https://dpmc.govt.nz/our-programmes/new-zealand-royalhonours/new-zealand-royal-honours-system/overview-newzealand-royal   
https://medalsreunitednz.co.nz/medal-protocol/  https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/  
 

A fascinating evening’s talk on a subject which many of us knew little about, now there is no excuse to wear our father’s or grandfather’s 
medals the wrong way on ANZAC day. Pro Patria.      Thanks to Philip Creed for report  
 

 

Thursday Morning Meeting – “WITH THEM THROUGH HELL” - Anna Rogers  
 

Anna Rogers spoke about the background to her book “With Them Through Hell - New Zealand’s Great 
War medical battlefield, abroad and at home “ 
 

The New Zealanders who fought in the First World War were supported by another fighting force: hundreds 
of doctors, nurses, stretcher-bearers, orderlies and also ambulance 
drivers, dentists, chiropodists, pharmacists, physiotherapists and 
chaplains. 
 

The nurses who returned helped with rehabilitation and didn’t always 
get their old jobs back nor any land allocation. 
 

The veterinarians were needed to deal with horses, camels and other 
animals. Cavalrymen provided their own horses for WW1 but couldn’t 
bring them back to New Zealand, except for just a few officer’s 
horses. 
The dentists looked after soldiers teeth so they could eat rations. A soldier on Gallipoli could have 
a set of dentures made. Chiropodists looked after feet and masseurs kept the muscles working. 
Stretcher bearers had one of most dangerous jobs in the war. Quite a few of the orderlies were 
conscientious objectors assigned to a non-combat role. 
 

Weapons used during the First World War created horrific injuries of a severity and scale 
previously unseen, as they were specifically designed to cause maximum damage. 
 

Anna then mentioned a few individual medical personnel: 
 

Gore Surgeon Dr William McAra left New Zealand in December 1914. As well as dealing with the 
damage inflicted by weapons and disease, he also had to write to the relatives of the deceased. 
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He was eventually relieved of duties having suffered alcohol and drug abuse including the effects of inhaling chloroform and PTSD. 
 

Sister Evelyn Brooke known as Eva, served in German Samoa in 1914 and then on the medical ship Maheno. She trained the male 
orderlies on the way over. 
In 1916 she was back in New Zealand as a Matron. Then she served on the hospital ship Marama, and was a hospital matron in 
Brighton, England then replaced Fanny Price at a hospital in France. The nurses worked in Nissen huts with freezing walls they couldn’t 
touch, and were susceptible to trench foot. 
 

Ambulanceman Norman Gray received nine weeks basic instructions at Trentham, and more training in Egypt and then France. The 
Sanitary staff dug latrine trenches and were billeted in barns.  
 

Dr. Elsie Inglis, founder and driving force of the famous Scottish Women's Hospitals, set up the first hospital in France and asked New 
Zealander Dr Jessie Scott to serve in Serbia. Jessie worked at Lazarevac in Serbia where they were sleeping in tents until Austria 
invaded Serbia and they were evacuated to London. She was working with the Serbian army until 1918. 
 

Harold Gillies was a New Zealand surgeon who had trained in England. Posted to France in 1915, he witnessed the rise in horrific facial 
wounds inflicted by this new style of warfare. 
On his return to England, Gillies set up a special ward for facial wounds at the Cambridge Military Hospital in Aldershot. The New 
Zealand Medical Corps (NZMC) facial and jaw injury unit, led by Henry Pickerill, transferred to Sidcup in 1918. Pickerill himself treated 
over 200 men and became a renowned plastic surgeon. He made partial facial masks from galvanised copper. 
Gillies’ desire to restore normal appearance, as well as functionality, was revolutionary. For the first time, patients could choose the nose 
or jaw their doctors would build for them. Scalp hair made a moustache. Laughing helped to get face muscles working. Electrical 
treatment helped with nerve damage. 
 

Research for the book took Anna to many places including war museums both here & in Australia, the Alexander Turnbull Library & the 
Cotter Medical Museum in Christchurch. She accessed personal correspondence & diaries & talked to a lot of helpful people, including 
someone from Gun City who showed her an antique bantam rifle specially made for small men.   Thanks to Sue Knight for report. 
 

 

 

Major Historical Anniversaries in May 2021 https://www.ianvisits.co.uk/anniversaries/index.php?month=5&year=2021&Submit=Submit  
 

70th  British radio comedy programme The Goon Show was broadcast on BBC for the first time. (28th May 1951) 
225th  Edward Jenner administers the first smallpox vaccination. (14th May 1796) 
350th  Thomas Blood, disguised as a clergyman, attempts to steal England's Crown Jewels from the Tower of London. (9th May 1671) 
500th  Edward Stafford, 3rd Duke of Buckingham, is executed for treason. (17th May 1521) 
550th  Wars of the Roses: Battle of Tewkesbury: Edward IV defeats a Lancastrian Army & kills Edward, Prince of Wales. 4th May 1471 
 

 

NZ History – Dates in NZ History for May  – https://nzhistory.govt.nz/calendar/5  
 

TODAY IN NZ HISTORY 
 

RNZAF's first combat strike since Second World War - 1 May 1955 – 66 years ago  -  Five Vampire fighter aircraft of No. 14 Squadron of 
the Royal New Zealand Air Force took off from Tengah airfield, Singapore, to conduct a strike mission against guerrillas in the Malayan jungle. 
This was the RNZAF’s first combat strike since the Second World War. It was also the first time it had used jet aircraft in combat. The squadron 
was New Zealand’s strike contribution during the Malayan Emergency (1948-60), the military response to the Malayan Communist Party’s 
attempt to overthrow the British colonial administration.  The Vampires were soon replaced by much faster Venom FB1 fighter. Over the next 
three years No. 14 Squadron mounted 115 strike missions.  https://nzhistory.govt.nz/rnzafs-first-combat-strike-second-world-war 
 

First European plough used in New Zealand - 3 May 1820 – 201 years ago  -  The missionary, John Butler turned the first furrow at 
Kerikeri. Butler, New Zealand’s first resident ordained clergyman, had arrived at the Bay of Islands in August 1819 as superintendent designate of 
the Church Missionary Society’s mission. With him were his wife and two children, and lay missionary James Kemp and his wife. The Butlers and 
Kemps took up residence at Kerikeri.  Butler’s journal of his years at Kerikeri details his contacts with Māori and gives insights into contemporary 
Māori culture. A key aspect of the missionaries’ work was the introduction of European practices − including agricultural methods − that would 
help to ‘civilise’  Māori and prepare them for conversion to Christianity. On 3 May 1820 Butler wrote: 
The agricultural plough was for the first time put into the land of New Zealand at Kideekidee [Kerikeri], and I felt much pleasure in holding it after a 
team of six bullocks… I trust that this day will be remembered with gratitude, and its anniversary kept by ages yet unborn. Each heart rejoiced in 
this auspicious day, and said, ‘May God speed the plough’.  https://nzhistory.govt.nz/european-plough-used-in-new-zealand-for-the-first-time 
 

Marion du Fresne arrives in Bay of Islands - 4 May 1772 – 249 years ago  -  Marion du Fresne’s was the 2nd French expedition to visit NZ, 
following that of Jean François Marie de Surville in 1769. The crews of the Mascarin & Marquis de Castries spent five weeks exploring the Bay of 
Islands & repairing their ships. In many interactions with Māori they had ample opportunity to unwittingly give offence.  They violated tapu by 
fishing in a bay where bones were scraped before being laid to rest, & they unknowingly allowed themselves to be used by one iwi to diminish the 
status of another. Their lengthy sojourn placed strains on the local economy. Māori may have feared the establishment of a permanent French 
settlement.  In mid-June, local Māori killed du Fresne & 24 of his crew. In reprisal, the French killed up to 250 Māori, burned several kāinga & 
destroyed waka and other resources.  The surviving members of the expedition were able to provide many insights into Māori society. Some 
communication had been possible, with a Tahitian vocabulary they had.   https://nzhistory.govt.nz/marion-du-fresne-arrives-in-the-bay-of-islands 
 

New Zealand celebrates Victory in Europe - 9 May 1945 – 76 years ago  -  Germany formally surrendered on 7 May, NZ time, but acting 
Prime Minister Walter Nash insisted that celebrations wait until after British Prime Minister Winston Churchill officially announced peace at 1 a.m. 
on 9 May, NZ time.  The nation was excited by the news though VE Day would be observed on the 9th.   https://nzhistory.govt.nz/new-zealand-
celebrates-victory-in-europe 
 

Charles Upham presented with first Victoria Cross - 11 May 1945 – 76 years ago – for gallantry 80 years ago  -  NZ’s most-decorated 
soldier, Charles Upham, received the first of his two VCs – for outstanding gallantry and leadership during the Battle of Crete in 1941 – from King 
George VI at Buckingham Palace, in 1945.  Later that year Upham would receive a Bar to his VC for his actions at Ruweisat Ridge, Egypt, in July 
1942. Captured during this battle, he had spent the intervening years as a prisoner of war, some in Colditz. The intensely private Upham did not 
enjoy the attention that came with the awards. When informed of his first VC he was genuinely upset, believing others more deserving. He 
remains the only combat soldier to have twice been awarded the honour − the highest decoration for valour for which members of the NZ armed 
forces are eligible.  https://nzhistory.govt.nz/charles-upham-receives-the-victoria-cross-and-bar    https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Upham 
 

Wreck of the General Grant - 14 May 1866 – 155 years ago  -  On 14 May 1866 the General Grant, sailing from Melbourne to London, hit 
cliffs on the west coast of the main island in the subantarctic Auckland Islands. Of the 83 people on board, 15 eventually made it ashore at Port 
Ross at the northern end of Auckland Island.  The castaways had little more than the clothes they stood up in. Faced with endless rain & bitter, 
cold winds, their ability to make a fire would be crucial to their survival. An account of the wreck describes how a survivor watched in dismay as 
five of their six matches were squandered:  One of the men dried the last match against his body. The fire, once lit, was never allowed to expire.  
To survive, the castaways grew potatoes & caught wild pigs using iron hooks. They also domesticated pigs & goats.  After nine months, four of 
the crew set out in a small boat for Bluff, more than 500 km away. They were never seen again. Another survivor, David McLelland, died of illness 
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before the 10 surviving castaways moved to nearby Enderby Island. They were finally rescued by the whaling brig Amherst in November 1867, 
having survived for 18 months on the subantarctic islands.     https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/wreck-general-grant 
 

First game of rugby played in NZ? - 14 May 1870 – 151 years ago  -  Around 200 people were on hand at Nelson’s Botanic Reserve to 
watch a game of football played under Rugby rules. Nelson College played the Nelson Football Club, with 18 players on each side. The ‘town’ 
team, wearing ‘street clothes’, won the match 2-0.  The term football was used to cover many versions of a team game in which a ball was kicked, 
and sometimes carried and passed by hand. Charles Monro had been sent to Christ’s College at Finchley in England to complete his schooling. 
While there he played the version of football associated with Rugby School. On his return to Nelson, Monro suggested that the local football club 
give Rugby rules a go.  In any event, Monro organised a game between Nelson and Wellington later in 1870, and over the next few years rugby 
clubs sprang up around the colony. These were followed by a number of other unions, and in 1892 a New Zealand Rugby Football Union 
(NZRFU) was formed to run the game.       https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/first-game-rugby-played-nz 
 

New Zealand minesweeper sunk near Hauraki Gulf - 14 May 1941 – 80 years ago  -  HMS Puriri was a converted 927-ton Anchor 
Company coaster that was commissioned into the 25th  Minesweeping Flotilla on 19 April 1941.  While operating with another minesweeper, 
HMS Gale, off Bream Head in the northern approaches to the Hauraki Gulf, it struck a German contact mine, part of a 228-mine barrage laid on 
13–14 June 1940 by the raider Orion. These mines had claimed their first victim, the trans-Pacific liner Niagara, on 19 June that year, fortunately 
without loss of life.  Rocked by a violent explosion, the Puriri sank so quickly that no lifeboats could be launched. The ship’s commanding officer, 
two stewards, a stoker and an able seaman were drowned, and five others were injured. The 26 survivors were rescued from the water by 
the Gale.         https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/nz-minesweeper-sunk-hauraki-gulf 
 

Early motoring offence - 15 May 1901 – 120 years ago  -  Nicholas Oates appeared in the Christchurch Magistrate’s Court charged with 
driving ‘a motor car within the city at a speed greater than four miles an hour’ (6.5 km/hr) on Lincoln Road, Christchurch.   Oates’ excessive speed 
had frightened the horses of George Gould, whose carriage was standing in the road near the hospital; his groom testified that he had ‘had the 
greatest difficulty in controlling them’.  Others testified that when ‘the car passed at a speed of at least ten miles per hour’ (16 km/hr), only the 
quick reactions of the groom had averted a serious accident. Oates gave evidence that his car was fitted with two gears: the maximum speed in 
the higher gear was 14 mph (22 km/hr), but the lower gear, which he claimed to have been using, could muster only 6 mph (10 km/hr).  He was 
fined £1 (equivalent to $190 in 2020) plus costs.  Oates and his business partner Alexander Lowry owned Zealandia Cycle Works, the largest 
bicycle factory in New Zealand or Australia in the late 1890s. In 1898 he had become the first person to import a car – ‘a small-type, fitted with 
solid tyres, and driven by the Benz system’ – into the South Island. At the time of his conviction for speeding there were only seven motor 
vehicles in Canterbury.        https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/first-conviction-motoring-offence 
 

Brunner, Kehu and Heaphy reach Māwhera pā - 19 May 1846 – 175 years ago  -  This journey was part of Thomas Brunner’s epic 1846–48 
exploration of the South Island. He was guided by Kehu (Hone Mokekehu) of Ngāti Tūmatakōkiri and accompanied by Charles Heaphy, a 
draughtsman and artist with the New Zealand Company.  Brunner arrived in Nelson in 1841. From August 1843 he explored the hinterland with 
survey parties, persisting in his efforts despite not finding rumoured ‘great plains’. In February 1846 Brunner and Kehu joined Heaphy and future 
Premier William Fox in a month-long exploration of the upper Buller River and its tributaries.  On 17 March 1846 Brunner, Kehu and Heaphy left 
Nelson again. They travelled via Golden Bay and then along the West Coast as far south as Hokitika. On their five-month journey Brunner and 
Heaphy became the first Europeans to visit the Poutini Ngāi Tahu settlements at Māwhera (the future site of Greymouth), Taramakau and 
Arahura. They were also the first to identify Aoraki / Mt Cook as New Zealand’s highest peak.  Brunner’s most epic journey, with Kehu and 
another Māori, Pikiwati, and their wives, began in December 1846. Their goal was Milford Sound, but Brunner injured his ankle at Paringa, 50 km 
north of Haast. After he recovered they set off for home. On the way Brunner had a stroke, and the party did not reach Nelson until June 1848.  
Brunner later became Chief Surveyor for Nelson province. Heaphy held the same position in Auckland and later for the general government.   
       https://nzhistory.govt.nz/brunner-and-heaphy-reach-mawhera-pa-greymouth 
 

German paratroops land on Crete - 20 May 1941 – 80 years ago  -  New Zealand, British, Australian and Greek forces defending the 
Mediterranean island of Crete fought desperately to repel a huge airborne assault by German paratroopers.  The Battle for Crete raged for 12 
days before the Allies were driven off the island. Casualties were high on both sides. More than 650 New Zealanders were killed and 2000 taken 
prisoner.          https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/german-paratroopers-assault-crete 
 

First major gold rush in Otago - 23 May 1861 – 160 years ago  -  Gabriel Read gained fame and fortune when he found gold near the 
Tuapeka River, a tributary of the Clutha River in Otago.  The Otago provincial government had offered a £1000 reward for the discovery of 
‘payable quantities’ of gold. Read, a prospector from Tasmania, claimed the reward (equivalent to more than $110,000 today). Read’s revelation 
of nuggets ‘shining like the stars in Orion’ sparked the country’s first major gold rush.  Thousands of diggers rushed to ‘Gabriel’s Gully’ hoping to 
strike it rich. A slice of the goldfields population of Victoria moved across the Tasman − not only miners, but also business people and 
entertainers. The discovery was a major economic boost to both Otago province and the wider New Zealand economy. The Otago gold rush 
peaked in the mid-1860s, after which miners left in large numbers for the new West Coast goldfields. Read returned to Tasmania in 1864 and 
spent his final years in a mental hospital.   https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/first-major-gold-rush-otago-starts  
https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/1r3/read-thomas-gabriel  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gabriel_Read 
 

The Press goes to press - 25 May 1861 – 160 years ago  -  The first edition, published from a cottage in Montreal Street, Christchurch, was a 
six-page tabloid which sold for sixpence (equivalent to about $3.20 in 2020).  Founded by prominent early settler and politician James FitzGerald, 
The Press is the oldest surviving newspaper in the South Island. The Press building, constructed in 1909, was a prominent landmark in 
Christchurch’s Cathedral Square for more than a century. A staff member was killed when the building partially collapsed during the earthquake 
of 22 February 2011. It was demolished six months later.    https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/lt-em-gt-press-lt-em-gt-goes-press 
  

Fingerprints help convict murderer - 28 May 1920 – 101 years ago  -  In what may have been a world first for a capital crime, the conviction 
of Dennis Gunn was based almost entirely on fingerprint evidence.  Postmaster Augustus Braithwaite was murdered on 13 March 1920. The killer 
took his keys & ransacked the Ponsonby Post Office. Police found fingerprints on three cash boxes & sent them to the Criminal Registration 
Branch (CRB) for analysis.  Dennis Gunn came to the police’s attention after he was seen hanging around the Post Office. They sent his name to 
the CRB, who held his fingerprints on file from a previous conviction. The fingerprints on the cash boxes matched Gunn’s.  Following his arrest, 
police found property stolen during the robbery & a recently fired gun near Gunn’s house. Grooves on the weapon corresponded with marks on 
the bullets found in Braithwaite’s body. One of Gunn’s fingerprints was found on the weapon.  While admitting to the robbery, Gunn claimed 
Braithwaite had been killed by an accomplice. The jury was not convinced & Gunn was sentenced to death. He was hanged in Auckland on 22 
June.          https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/fingerprints-help-convict-murderer 
 

New Zealand turns down federation with Australia - 30 May 1901 – 120 years ago  -  A 10-man Royal Commission reported unanimously 
that NZ should not become a state of the new Commonwealth of Australia.  Although NZ had participated in Australian colonial conferences since 
the 1860s, federation only became a serious prospect following the decision to unite Australia’s six colonies in 1899.  Premier Richard Seddon 
preferred to be the leader of an independent country rather than an Australian state. He set up the Royal Commission in 1900 to buy time and get 
a sense of public opinion. While most submissions opposed union with Australia, many farmers were in favour, fearing new trade barriers to their 
produce.  The prevailing view was that New Zealanders were of superior stock to their counterparts across the Tasman. NZ’s trade was mostly 
with the UK; Australians were economic rivals rather than partners. Although New Zealand & Australia eventually signed a Free Trade Agreement 
in 1965, & the two economies have become closely integrated, political union is no closer today than it was in 1901.     
        https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/nz-says-no-aussie-federation 
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BISHOPDALE BRANCH  
 

NEXT MEETING:  Thursday 27th May 2021,  7:30 p.m. at St Margaret's Hub, 94 Farrington Avenue. 
 

Topic:  In House - Discussion & demonstration on the many ways to present / chart your Family Tree. Members are asked to bring 
along their examples. 
 

At last month's AGM, Frances Cadman and Tony Gordon were re-elected as Convenor and Treasurer unopposed. No names were put 
forward for the Secretary position; however, Chris Carroll offered to act in the Minute Secretary role as a temporary measure and was 
elected unopposed.  Lis Hunter and Graeme Belworthy continue as committee members.  Anyone wishing to contribute to the committee 
is welcome to make contact with Frances. 
 

Following the AGM, Major Kingsley Samson spoke about the research into the Salvation Army in WWI. This was compiled into a 
book "Under Two Flags" for the war centenary. 
 

All welcome. Visitors are most welcome, for whom there will be a $3 door charge.    Regards Christina Carroll         
 
************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************ 
 

Convenor:   Frances Cadman     Branch Email: bishopdale@genealogy.org.nz  
Secretary:                  
Newsletter Contact:  Christina Carroll View our branch library catalogue at   https://www.librarything.com/catalog/bishopdalenzsg 
 

 

 
 

WAIMAKARIRI BRANCH  
 

Monthly General Meeting dates are held on the third Tuesday of each month from January to November.  Usually there is a Guest 
Speaker followed by a light supper.  There is no charge for these evenings. 
 

Next Meeting:    Date:  Tuesday 18th May 2021 at 7.30pm    
Topic: To be advised.    Raffles and cuppa AFTERWARDS. 
 

Venue:  Waimakariri Branch, Rangiora Brass Band Rooms, Northbrook Road.  All Welcome.          Thanks to Christine Pearson 
 

***************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************  
 

Convenor:   Gordon McIvor     
Email:  Waimakariri@genealogy.org.nz         

 

With Sympathy and Condolences to their families and In Memory of:- 
 

Alister John McKENZIE, (20 June 1941 – 16 April 2021)    
Alister and Denise have been keen and active members of our Branch for over 24 years. Alister was passionate 
about his family history and shared challenges and breakthroughs with our meetings. He was proud of his Scottish 
ancestry and his Australian and Convict heritage (almost considered Australian royalty these days - lots of records 

now available).  Alister frequently came to our Branch library to research 
and catch up for a chat. In our April newsletter he wrote a small item on 
his great-grandfather Alexander McKenzie who was at one stage, in the 
early 1900s, a Toll Keeper at the Toll Gate at Green Island, Dunedin. 
 

Alister was always willing to help, & helped setting up shelving in our new 
library location at Parkview, 6 years ago. 
 

Out of school (Somerfield, South Intermediate and Tech), Alister joined the Railways, Addington 
Workshops as a carpenter apprentice. He became a coach builder, then in the office and at 
Christchurch Railway Station. 
 

He has used his skills and experience and passion for old cars, Ford Model A & Model T, old powered 
cycles, Ferrymead Railway, Christchurch Tramway, Canterbury Vintage Car Club, ploughing, steam locomotives, Weka Pass Railway, vintage 
tractors. he was an incredible 'fix-it' man.  
 

Alister, now you can go and ask all those ancestors those questions you need to know. 
 

“Thank-you for letting us know the sad news about our valued member, Alister McKenzie. We appreciate the work that he 
did in promoting the Female Convicts Research Centre. Tasmania has strong historical ties with New Zealand and many of 
our convicts and settlers moved there.  Kind regards, Dr Dianne Snowden, President, Female Convicts Research Centre” 
 
 

Coral Dawn DICKINSON, died 27 April 2021, at Anthony Wilding, in her 90th year. Dearly loved mum of Gilda. Early  
member of Canterbury Branch, and re-joined again 6 years ago. Friend and contemporary of Marie Corser. Coral was a 
really lovely person. 
 
 

Caroline Frances SLATER, died on 19 April 2021, suddenly, unexpectedly and unexplained, at home, aged 53 years. 
Dearly loved elder daughter of Jan and the late Denis Slater.   
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COMMITTEE  2020 / 2021 

 

Convenor  Fiona Lees   
Secretary  / Webmaster Jan Watts            
Treasurer Pauline Noonan   
Newsletter Editors / Membership  David & Fiona Lees   
Speaker’s Convenor Lorraine Wilmshurst   
Technology Guru Gordy Collingwood   
 Philip Creed   
 Carole Jackson   
 Clare Simpson   
 Natasha Wells   
Other contacts:     
Librarian / Library  Jan Watts            
Family history magazines Maureen Kelso   
School register project Sandra Serra   
School rolls research Rae Wilson   
European Interest Group Kathy Bisman   
Australian Interest Group Atholin Pierre   
Computer Interest Group Fiona Lees   
Irish Interest Group Tony Gordon   
WWI Project - War Memorials /    
                   Boards of Honour  

Evelyn Robertson   

 

  

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBER:  We wish a warm welcome and happy researching to new member Jan O’BRIEN.  
 

  

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS – Thank you to all who have promptly paid their subscriptions.   
For those who have not yet paid, please pay as soon as possible.  If you can’t find your subscription notice, please let us know 

and we will re-send. 
 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM: We pass on sympathy & condolences to all those who have lost family & friends recently.   
Alister McKENZIE, died 16 April 2021.  Coral DICKINSON, died 27 April 2021.  Caroline SLATER, died 19 April 2021. 

 
 

New Zealand Society of Genealogist’s Website:- http://www.genealogy.org.nz 
 

 

Please let us know if you are shifting or have changed address, or email address, so we can keep our records current, & keep in touch. 
Apologies for any errors & omissions in newsletter.  Corrections & additions welcome.  Photograph credits – David Lees & Malcolm Wilmshurst. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

NEWSLETTER  
  

NZSG  Canterbury  Branch 
PO  Box  38064, 
Parklands,  
CHRISTCHURCH  8842 

 

 
Thanks to our Newsletter Printer (printing from his home) 
- AndrewStark @ AWS Publications Ltd 

 

                    

  

NZSG CANTERBURY BRANCH LIBRARY HOURS   
 

Open:  1st & 3rd Thursday of Month from 12noon – 3:00pm, and   
2nd & 4th Saturday of Month from 12noon – 3:00pm. 

 

 Bring along your research queries and brick walls to your branch library – use the resources there and receive assistance. 
Branch LIBRARY at Parkview Community Lounge  -  75 Queenspark Drive, Parklands 

Canterbury Branch Library is an Affiliate Library of FamilySearch – access to restricted records here!! 
 

 

 
 

FAMILY HISTORY CENTRE @ 25 FENDALTON ROAD  
Hours: Tuesday 10:00am - 2:00pm and 7:00pm - 9:00pm 

 
****************************************************************************************************--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

TŪRANGA - CHRISTCHURCH CENTRAL LIBRARY @ 60 CATHEDRAL SQUARE 
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9:00AM – 8:00PM  (GROUND FLOOR 8:00AM – 8:00PM)      

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 10:00AM – 5:00PM 
 

 
****************************************************************************************************--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

CHRISTCHURCH PARKLANDS LIBRARY @ 46 QUEENSPARK DRIVE 
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9:00AM – 6:00PM.  SATURDAY 10:00AM – 4:00PM 

 
 

****************************************************************************************************--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

CHRISTCHURCH FENDALTON LIBRARY @ 4 JEFFREYS ROAD 
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9:00AM – 8:00PM.  SATURDAY 10:00AM – 4:00PM 

 

Thanks to 
Natasha Wells 


