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N ZS G  C A N T E R B U R Y  BRA N C H  N E W S L E TT E R  

Meetings - Parkview Community Lounge Hall, 75 Queenspark Drive, Parklands 
  Monthly – 2

nd
 Thursday evening at 7:30pm  &  3

rd
 Thursday morning at 9:45am 

    Visitors welcome – Gold coin donation   
Email -  CanterburyNZ@genealogy.org.nz   

Postal  -   PO  Box 38064, Parklands, CHRISTCHURCH 8842 

Facebook -  https://www.facebook.com/CanterburyNZGenealogy/  

Canterbury  Branch  Website  -  http://canterburygenealogy.wordpress.com/  
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We are back at Level 1, from Monday 21
st

 September.  We will still be taking some precautions.  You must sign the attendance 
register & sanitise your hands on entry.  If you are feeling unwell, then please do not attend.  Please keep yourself safe & look 

after yourself & those close to you.  

Programme for October 2020   
 

 

Thursday 8
th 

October - 7:30pm - Evening Meeting – Parkview Community Lounge - Hall 

PHOTO EDITING WITH AFFINITY 
 John Freeborn will show us and explain how we can clean-up and enhance our old photographs using Affinity Photo 

Editing Program 
 

 

Thursday 15
th

 October at 9:45am - Morning Meeting - Parkview Community Lounge – Hall - (Arriving earlier for a cuppa) 

Note earlier start time for our morning meetings, starting at 9:45am with morning tea while we have notices & members input, followed by the 
speaker from 10 -11am.  You are most welcome to go down to the Donnington Room to continue chatting following the meeting. 

THE LUMINARIES - PART TWO 
Maggie Hart could have been the heroine in the TV series.  

Jenny Mayne, a Branch member, will relate how watching the recent TV series by Eleanor Catton made her revisit a brick wall and break 
through.  What was a sixteen-year-old Irish girl doing on the West Coast alone in 1866? 

 
 

Christchurch Heritage Festival Branch Event  
This is a great opportunity for those who have started their research but want to delve a bit deeper and understand what 

resources are available to put flesh to the bones of their family tree.  Tell your friends and family.  
Canterbury Branch full day Workshop - Saturday 31

st
 October  – see information on pages 2 and 7. 

 
 

Other Dates for October 2020   
Thursday 1

st
     Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 

 

Saturday 3
rd

  DNA & Genealogy drop-in sessions at Shirley Library – 10:00am to 12noon – run by Shirley Library and volunteers 
from NZSG Canterbury Branch.  At Shirley Library - book through Shirley Library, phone 941-7923 

 

Saturday 10
th

     Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12noon – 3:00pm 
 

Thursday 15
th
      Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 

 

Saturday 24
th  

 Canterbury Branch Library will also be open from 12noon  – 3:00pm.  (Labour Weekend) 
 

Programme for November 2020   
 

Thursday 5
th

       Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 
 

Saturday 7
th 

Irish Interest Group - Bi-monthly informal group asking & answering questions, sharing information, resources & 
knowledge. Led by Tony Gordon.  10:00am - Parkview Community Lounge – Donnington Room 

 

Saturday 7
th
   DNA & Genealogy drop-in sessions at Shirley Library – 10:00am to 12noon – run by Shirley Library and volunteers 

from NZSG Canterbury Branch.  At Shirley Library - book through Shirley Library, phone 941-7923 
 

Saturday 7
th
   Hororata Highland Games – 9:00am to 5:00pm - stall run by Bishopdale and Canterbury Branch volunteers - 

https://hororatahighlandgames.org.nz/   
 

Thursday 12
th
   Evening Meeting – “With Them Through Hell”, Medical Men of WWI   - Anna Rogers 

 

Saturday 14
th

     Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12noon – 3:00pm 
 

Thursday 19
th
   Morning Meeting – “Merchant, Miner, Mandarin & the SS Ventnor” – Jenny & Trevor Agnew 

 

Thursday 19
th
      Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 

 

Monday 23
rd

   Australian Interest Group -  Informal group asking & answering questions, sharing information, resources & knowledge.  
Led by Atholin Peirre. 10:30am - Parkview Community Lounge – Donnington Room  

 

Saturday 28
th
 Computer Interest Group – Bi-monthly informal group asking & answering questions, sharing websites, discussing 

computers & genealogy programs.  We will stop half way through for a cuppa break. Led by Fiona Lees.  
 

Saturday 28
th
 Continental Europe Interests – individual research session – led by Kathy Bisman (kathmark5354@gmail.com) and 

other experienced genealogists.  This will be from 12:30 - 2:30pm. Parkview Community Lounge – Donnington Room 
 

Saturday 28
th
   Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12noon  – 3:00pm. 

 

December 2020  -  Saturday 12
th

 – Last Meeting of the Year – a shared luncheon and Genealogy Quiz.  Last Library day for the year. 

mailto:CanterburyNZ@genealogy.org.nz
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FROM THE COMMITTEE 
Branch News:   
 

It was great to go back down to Alert Level 1 – feeling a lot more ‘normal’ now or at least a ‘new normal’.  It was lovely to have such a 
super turnout at our September meetings with lots of chatter and catching up.  What also made both meetings really special was the 
willingness of everyone to share their research ups and downs, with interesting stories and plenty of tips and tricks – thank you all for 
participating. 
 

Our Computer Group was also very interactive and informative.  A special treat for all of us there was having Atholin’s grand-daughter, 
Karlissa, showing how she created a framed family tree for her grandmother over lockdown (see under Computer Group in this 
newsletter). 
 

We are thrilled to be going ahead with our Christchurch Heritage Festival Event at Parkview Lounge on Saturday 31
st
 October.  Due to 

the truncated timeline, this is only just being advertised along with all the other heritage events, so we need you all to help spread the 
word and tell your friends and family of the opportunity to have a whole day workshop at our Branch.  Thank you to Natasha & Lorraine 
for organising this. 
 

We appreciate those who are willing to offer their time and skills for Library Duty at the Branch Library – please let us know if you are 
interested in helping out.  We are running two training sessions, Saturday 10

th
 October and Saturday 14

th
 November, at 10:30am, so you 

can choose which suits you to learn what is involved. 
 

This month will be busy as we also have our General Election, so have included some links and resources for using Electoral Roll 
records, as these may be relevant to your research. 
 

With our shared genealogy hobby, I have always been impressed by how our genealogy community seems so willing to help others with 
their research and go out of their way to help each other.  I caught up with Pam, who had had a great family holiday in the Caribbean and 
had kindly gone out of her way to visit and take a tour over the area where my family lived in the 1700s, sharing her excitement of my 
family history with me.  Many have experienced the kindness of others reaching out to help break down brick walls.  Most of us have also 
experienced the frustration of potential leads not replying to messages for example over DNA matches.  Some of these, I feel, are not 
true genealogists who would be willing to help other genealogists, but only collecting names and just interested in their possible ethnicity. 
 

I am hoping we will have an increasing number of people seeking us out to help with their genealogy, as many are now finding that to 
solve their DNA puzzles, they need a good, old fashioned, family tree to work out how they are connected to their DNA matches. 
 

Enjoy the month ahead with the freedom to make the most of our activities.  The Christchurch Heritage Festival, the Canterbury 
Museum’s 150

th
 birthday, Hororata Highland Games, the longer days and warmer weather coming our way.  Keep safe and well. 

 

As always, if you have any suggestions or comments please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me or others on the committee.  
Fiona    Phone 021 040 8606    NZSG-CantyGroup-Newsletter@hotmail.co.nz   

 

 

CHRISTCHURCH HERITAGE FESTIVAL 2020 - http://www.ccc.govt.nz/culture-and-community/heritage/heritagefestival/ 
 

This year’s theme is Encounter our Stories - Arts, Culture and Identity.  These festivals give us the 
opportunity to present genealogy as an avenue for people to learn more about who they are and where they fit, 
in the world around them.   Programme - https://ccc.govt.nz/news-and-events/whats-on/programme/42 
 

NZSG Canterbury Branch have been accepted to run an event as part of the Christchurch Heritage Festival.  

COVID-19 has decreased timeframes so we have chosen to go with a similar event as last year where we had 
a day of short talks.  This year's Branch Event is scheduled for Saturday 31

st
 October and will include a tour 

of the resources our library holds and the opportunity for a little research.  This is a great opportunity for those 
who have started their research but want to delve a bit deeper and understand what resources are available to 
put flesh to the bones of their family tree.  Consider people you know who might be interested in attending the 
event.  The Christchurch Heritage Festival programme is available now and is on their website (link above) – there is no printed 
brochure this year because of decreased timeframes.  For more information, feel free to contact Natasha or Lorraine or 
approach a committee member. 
 

Our all day programme will be at Parklands Community Lounge on Saturday 31
st

 October from 10:00am to 4:00pm.  
The day will be limited to 12 participants and will cost $15 each.  To enrol, please contact the Branch via the Branch website or email. 
The day’s programme is:         Thanks to Natasha & Lorraine 

 

10.00am - 10.15am  Morning tea 

10.15am - 10.30am Introduction 

10.30am - 11.15am Using a questionnaire to draw out information from family members (or ourselves) 
to structure a narrative of our past 

11.15am – 12.00pm The richness of information found in a cemetery  

12.00pm – 1.00pm Lunch 

1.00pm - 2.00pm (1) How to search historical New Zealand newspapers using PapersPast, Govt 
information, explore Records, Genealogies, Catalogues, and Books.  Explaining 
how the information found aids research into our family  

(2) Benefits of being a NZSG member  

2.00pm – 4.00pm  NZSG Canterbury branch resources  and Afternoon Tea 
 
 

Christchurch Heritage Festival 2020: Encountering Your Family's Identity 
 

Come along to a day-long workshop to help you build the story of your family's past.  
 

https://www.ccc.govt.nz/news-and-events/whats-on/event/encountering-your-familys-identity 
 

Join a workshop with short seminars and an opportunity to utilise the well-stocked library of the Canterbury 
Branch of the NZ Society of Genealogists. 
 

Seminars will include available avenues of research that will help you to go deeper than just names and dates and build the story of your 
family's past.  The seminars will be presented by experienced genealogists who will be available for questions and assistance. 
 

Morning and afternoon tea provided. Bring your own lunch.  Venue is opposite Parklands Shopping Centre. 
Book by email: canterburynz@genealogy.org.nz  

mailto:NZSG-CantyGroup-Newletter@hotmail.co.nz
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https://ccc.govt.nz/news-and-events/whats-on/programme/42
https://www.ccc.govt.nz/news-and-events/whats-on/event/encountering-your-familys-identity
mailto:canterburynz@genealogy.org.nz


Canterbury Branch of NZSG Newsletter – October 2020 -  Issue # 9 / 2020 Page 3 of 10 

Canterbury-NL_October-2020-email.docx 
 

 

CANTERBURY BRANCH LIBRARY 
 

AT PARKVIEW COMMUNITY LOUNGE  -  75 QUEENSPARK DRIVE, PARKLANDS 
 

Open:  1
st

 & 3
rd

 Thursday of Month from 12noon – 3:00pm    &    2
nd

 & 4
th

 Saturday of Month from 12noon – 3:00pm. 
 

 

October library dates:- 

 Thursday 1st & 15th from 12noon to 3:00pm 

 Saturday 10th & 24th from 12noon to 3:00pm 
 

November library dates:- 

 Thursday 5th & 19th from 12noon to 3:00pm 

 Saturday 14th & 28th from 12noon to 3:00pm 
 

 

Use your branch library - a great opportunity to have one on one help for your research. 
 

 

We are back at Alert Level 1, and our Branch Library is open and busy.  We still need to be vigilant with hand sanitising, contact tracing 
and common sense.  As with all advice, if you are feeling unwell please stay at home and consult your doctor.  If you are feeling 
vulnerable, please put your safety and peace of mind first. 
 

The Branch library will be open on the usual days – 1
st
 & 3rd Thursdays and the 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Saturdays of the month.  (See the actual 

dates for October & November above.)  We have decided to extend our hours from 12noon to 3:00pm for both Library open days 
(Thursday and Saturdays). 
 

We had good library open days in September, very busy with a good buzz in all rooms. 
 

Library Volunteers: 

Date – either Saturday 10
th

 October or Saturday 14
th

 November, 10.30am to 12.00 noon, are the training mornings for the library 
volunteers.  If YOU are willing to help & are available once or twice a month but have been reluctant to offer your services then please 

contact Lorraine Wilmshurst and come to one of the training sessions to find out what is expected.  (malcwilms@gmail.com) 
 

It would be appreciated if anyone who has had an extended loan of library books over the closure or has had books out for a very long 
time could please return them so others can borrow them.        Jan Watts 
 

Library Catalogue - Search our library catalogue online, so when you visit the library, you will already know what is there.   

        https://canterburygenealogy.wordpress.com/branch-library/ 
 

 

Branch Library Tech Update - We now have our replacement PCs set up, replacing the laptops stolen last year.  We have chosen 

to use desktops rather than laptops (partly as they are less appealing to certain unwelcome individuals).  These computers will have a 
consistent look and feel to make them easier to use.  We are lucky to now have three PCs in the computer room which are running 
Windows 10 (operating system) and connected by WiFi (wireless internet) to both the networks we use and both printers.  The fourth 
computer is still work in progress, to retain functionality to use the older CDs and resources that won’t run on the newer systems.  
 

BYOD (bring your own device) when visiting the Branch Research Rooms – use your own PC & access the internet, including the 
FamilySearch Affiliate Library restricted records, and Ancestry & FindMyPast, available while you are in our rooms.   
(For the FamilySearch restricted records, note down the film number, date and name of event, for which you can’t see the image when 
searching from home, so when you come to the Branch Library you can search for the film and find the person’s record.) 
 

Also bring a USB / flash drive with you for saving scans you have done on our A3 printer / scanner, & images or documents 
downloaded from Internet.  This will capture your data in digital files by scanning rather than printing them to paper. Gordy, David & Fiona 
 

 
 

YouTube clips of Genealogy Videos - Genealogy Webinars  -  “Google” “YouTube genealogy webinars” 

https://www.google.com/search?q=youtube+genealogy+webinars&oq=youtube+genealogy+&aqs=chrome.6.69i57j0l7.17307j0j15&sourceid=chr

ome&ie=UTF-8  – 1 million hits 
 
YouTube clips of Genealogy Gems  -  “Google” “YouTube genealogy gems” 
https://www.google.com/search?ei=ruZtX5XvA8WcmgewuoPACA&q=youtube+genealogy+gems&oq=youtube+genealogy+&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQARgB
MgIIADICCAAyAggAMgIIADICCAAyAggAMgIIADIGCAAQFhAeMgYIABAWEB4yBggAEBYQHjoECAAQR1CfLFi0OmDKWWgAcAF4AIABmQKIAeoNkgE

FMC4xLjeYAQCgAQGqAQdnd3Mtd2l6yAEIwAEB&sclient=psy-ab   - 681,000 hits 
 

 

 

WHERE TO NEXT WITH YOUR DNA RESULTS?  
 

If you have questions or have hit a brick wall, contact Bruce Holm (bruce.holm@gmail.com) or Barry Pycroft 
(barry@pycroft.co.nz or phone: +64-3-942-8417).  There is also a DNA & Genealogy drop-in session at Shirley 
library on the 1

st
 Saturday each month, from 10:00am to 12noon (book through Shirley Library, phone 941-7923) that may help you solve 

the problem, and also ask for help at our Branch Library. 
 

We need volunteers to help at Shirley Library drop-ins – can you help? 
 

NZSG members have access to DNA webinars in the Member's Only area of the NZSG website.  -  NZSG have purchased a license 

so that our members can enjoy DNA Boot Camps free of charge. 
 

Have you searched the Internet for assistance – try Google and YouTube videos? 
 

  

Christmas Raffles  - each year we ask for suitable donations for our Christmas 
raffles which are drawn at our November meetings.  We request non-perishable 
food items, Christmas items and other relevant ideas.  We will have our “Christmas 
Box” at October meetings to collect your offerings, which will make up 3 draws at 
each meeting in November, for each raffle ticket purchased.   
Remember to bring your contributions in October, for Christmas Hamper raffle prizes in November. 

 

Thank you for the generous raffle prize donations from Cathy Henderson (handmade patchwork cushions) & 
to Jenny Mayne (Living DNA kit which will probably be a separate raffle early next year). 
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MEMBERS’ RESEARCH INTERESTS & QUERIES AND REQUESTS FOR LOCAL INFORMATION 

 

Members are invited to submit a recent find, surnames or topics of interest, or to ask a question, for inclusion in this newsletter.  This is a section 
for members to use – with members’ names, interests & localities - this could link people who are researching same names or in similar areas.   

 
 

 NZ Archives Christchurch  – now have returned to COVID-19 Level 1, so have normal opening hours for NZ Archives, and no 
need to make an appointment.   https://archives.govt.nz/contact-us   (or phone Christchurch 377 0760)    Thanks to Lorraine  

 

 Ancestry.com has extended free access until the end of the year (end of December).  Free access to Ancestry from home via the 
Christchurch City Libraries website has once again been extended & is now available until 31

st
 December, with your library card 

number & password.  http://christchurchcitylibraries.com/eResources/Ancestry/     
 

 Irish Genealogy Question  -  I have been sent a question from someone looking for help in their Irish research.  Rachel and Jane 
EDWARDS emigrated from Ireland 23 August 1879 and arrived in Lyttelton 8 December 1879.  Rachel was born c 1856, married 
Hans C HANSEN in NZ.  Jane was born c 1862, married Michael COOK in NZ - both lived in the Canterbury area until they passed.  
Possible parents are John EDWARDS and Rachel GUNSON who married at Tipperary 28 September 1840.  Possible siblings are 
Rebecca born 1861 and Susan born 1870 who remained in Ireland.   
The posers are that if John and Rachael married in 1840 are there other siblings? as Rachel was not born until 16 years after they 
were married or do I have the wrong couple.  I have lots of pieces including some DNA matching but can't quite tie it all up.  The 
family christian names and the EDWARDS and GUNSON surname has been passed to family here in NZ 

 If you can help please let me know.  Regards, Tony Gordon <cnnxns64@gmail.com> 
 

 

SNIPPETS  -  Some bits & pieces of interest and some to help you with your research: 
 

 

 Ellesmere A&P Association, 17 Oct 2020 – POSTPONED  -  The Ellesmere A & P Association Committee, 
after much consideration, has decided they need to cancel the upcoming Selwyn Spring Show and 150

th
 

Celebrations in the best interest of the Association and community due to the uncertainty of what level we will be 
in come Show day.  Our intention is to celebrate our 150

th
 Anniversary on October 16

th
 2021.  For those of you 

who have already entered please get in touch with the secretary to organise a refund of your entry fees.  To our 
Sponsors and Trade, Craft and Food sites we will be in touch shortly.  Thank you to our Members, Sponsors, 
Exhibitors, Judges and Stewards for your patience and support of the Association.  We look forward to putting on 
a great show in 2021.       https://ellesmereshow.co.nz/  

 

 Reefton 150
th

 -  Reefton is about to celebrate 150 years since its founding.  They will start the celebrations over Labour Weekend 
this year and have the main weekend January 15 – 17 2021.  My great grandfather James Williams was a miner there from 1887 
and great grandmother was a milliner so I am going there in January.  I have been in touch with Ina Lineham goldopolis@gmail.com    
She is looking for ideas and help to make the weekends a success.  If you know of anyone who could be of help I am sure that Ina 
and the committee would be happy to have them on board.  The Inangahua Community Board is involved in the celebrations and the 
focus is mostly on January 2021.       Deborah Williams (03) 359 3478 debwnz@gmail.com  

 

Reefton is destination of 250-300 motorhomes and caravans for the Top of the South rally at 
Labour weekend coinciding with the opening of Reefton’s 150 year celebrations.  Fantastic 
support from local community.  There are also stalls on Broadway on Saturday 24

th
 October.   

 

The Reefton War Memorial Community Centre - The 150 year Celebrations are planned to 
start at the Reefton Christmas Parade 2020 followed by a special community event on 17

th
 

January 2021.  The 2021 year is planned to be a year of celebration, and community 
organisations and groups will be encouraged to participate using the 150 year celebration 
theme.  The 150 year celebrations will conclude at the 2021 Reefton Christmas Parade.   
Facebook link for further information -  https://www.facebook.com/groups/172052266560299 

 

History of Reefton - The rush to the Inangahua Goldfields in 1866 in the quest of alluvial 
gold caused the rise of Kynersley.  By 1870 the town of Kynersley had pretty much 
disappeared as new rushes had drawn many miners away.  The elusive gold rich quartz reefs 
in the Inangahua were found in April 1870 at Murray creek....and caused a new rush.... and 
then another rush in about August 1870.  A town started to grow on a flat beside the 
Inangahua River further up the valley from the previous township of Kynersley and by the 17

th
 

January 1871 the locals had named the town Reefton.  In the early days, Reefton was 
sometimes referred to as the Quartzopolis of New Zealand.  So we are on the countdown to 
celebrating Reefton's 150

th
 birthday. 

 

 School Register Project - Checkers needed  -  Our one transcription checker has decided 
not to continue and at present there is a backlog of transcribed register spreadsheets to be checked against the original registers, 
before being made available for the Kiwi Collection.  It is a process which can be fitted around your available time and there is no 
pressure to finish by a given date.  
If anyone would like to offer their services, either just to help clear the backlog or on a more permanent basis, please give me a call 
to find out what is involved.         Sandra Serra - Phone 349-3806 

 

 Canterbury Museum 150
th

 -  Visit an exhibition (1 October 2020 – 13 June 2021) which celebrates Canterbury Museum's 150
th

 
anniversary.  It is 150 years since the Canterbury Museum opened its doors on Rolleston Avenue in 1870. The anniversary is being 
celebrated with an exhibition and the release of a book detailing 150 iconic objects from the Museum's collection.  The exhibition 
displays photographs as well as physical objects and the book which will be available for purchase. 

 

The Museum housed 25,353 objects when Sir Julius von Haast, our founder and first Director opened the doors to the public. Today 
the Museum cares for an estimated 2.3 million taonga (treasures) on behalf of the Canterbury community.  House of Treasures: 
Ngā Taonga Tuku Iho showcases rarely-seen treasures from the Museum’s collection, and highlights iconic objects on display in 
the Museum galleries.  See the only Huia nest in the world, the dress worn by Kate Sheppard on our $10 note, the boots Edmund 
Hillary wore when he conquered Mount Everest, the Victoria Cross awarded to local hero, Henry Nicholas, a 4.3 metre long skeleton 
of the South Island Giant Moa, the first book produced in Antarctica and treasures from distant shores. 
 

https://www.canterburymuseum.com/whats-on/house-of-treasures-nga-taonga-tuku-iho/  
Explore the Museum’s extensive online collections - fascinating - https://collection.canterburymuseum.com/explore   

https://archives.govt.nz/contact-us
http://christchurchcitylibraries.com/eResources/Ancestry/
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/172052266560299
https://www.canterburymuseum.com/whats-on/house-of-treasures-nga-taonga-tuku-iho/
https://collection.canterburymuseum.com/explore


Canterbury Branch of NZSG Newsletter – October 2020 -  Issue # 9 / 2020 Page 5 of 10 

Canterbury-NL_October-2020-email.docx 
 

MEETING REPORTS 
 

Thursday Evening Meeting – “Healthy Christchurch 1870 – 1910” - with Geoffrey Rice 
 

Professor Geoffrey Rice talked to us about the growth of the Public Health System in Christchurch, explaining 
who was involved and how sanitary regulations helped curb infectious disease. 
 

Retired history Professor Geoff Rice gave an entertaining talk to the branch on doctors and public health in early 
Christchurch.  In his talk, he explained that many of our early doctors were ships’ surgeons who accompanied the 
emigrants on their outward voyage here, then signed off, never to return.  However some did make return 
voyages home, then setup practices here.  Eventually there were too many doctors for the small town and some 
went out of business.   
 

Geoff outlined how insanitary conditions caused by primitive hygiene – long drops built next to wells behind 
cottages, contributed to prevalence of cholera and typhoid in 
Christchurch.  Early terms for strokes – apoplexy, planet struck or moon 
struck – insanity were covered.  The role of pharmacies, Holloways pills, Lanes emulsion and 
the first medical officers of health were covered.  Dr Llewellyn Powell (1842-1879), the first of 
these from 1877 to 1879, persuaded the city council to use a pan system for emptying the cess 
pits, and this lowered the typhoid rate in the city.  Getting patients to pay their bills to the doctor 
was a problem, and they often went to court to collect their fees.  The leading cause of death in 
the 7 largest NZ towns in 1875 was respiratory diseases (10.7% if all deaths). Diarrhoea, infant 
diseases and typhoid were not far behind.  Doctors from 1850 to 1900 lived through a revolution 

in treatment, and Geoff outlined the advances of antiseptics, germ theory, hospital design and sanitation which improved public health 
and lowered mortality among our ancestors.       Thanks to Philip Creed for report. 
  

Geoff is an Emeritus Professor of History at the University of Canterbury, and served as head of the School of History from 2006 to 2011, 
before retiring in 2012. 
 

 

Thursday Evening Meeting – “Adjustable marriages: relationships, divorce & bigamy 
on the goldfields” - with Julia Bradshaw 
 

For women on the goldfields of the West Coast in the second half of the nineteenth century, patterns of 
marriage and family structure were varied and problematic, but characterised by pragmatism.  Julia 
presented three different aspects of marriage arrangements, their rationale and consequences, amply 
illustrated with vignettes. 
 

First, in addition to the usual arrangement of bachelor / spinster marriages, there were other kinds of 
marriage: couples previously married may have 
been widowed, deserted, separated or divorced, 
or currently married.  Immigration and the gold 
rushes gave people opportunities to re-invent themselves with new names, 
backstories, and marital statuses.  Women were able to ‘get away with’ living with 

men without marrying; the trick was to maintain a veneer of respectability, to say 
nothing, or to lie.  
 

Secondly, opting out of marriages was not always easy; legally men and women 
were regarded as ‘equal’,  but men actually had more power; e.g. the law didn’t 
adequately protect women even if the husband’s behaviour was despicable.  
Significant legal developments included the  Married Women’s Property Protection 
Act (1884), giving women the general power to own property in their own right and 
the 1898 Divorce Act, allowing women to finally divorce on the same grounds as 
men.  Despite such laws, there were many ‘grey’ areas; for example, married 

women did, in fact, own their own property.  
 

Finally, Julia discussed bigamous marriages, which are probably more common than 
official records show.  Although there was legal provision to remarry if one’s spouse had 
been continuously absent for seven years and reasonable efforts had been made to find 
missing spouses, establishing the evidence was challenging.  People advertised in 
newspapers, indicating a wish to remarry or to absolve themselves from spouses’ debts or 
crimes; this established the dates for the legal time-period that must elapse before re-
marriage.  If searches were unsuccessful or if new children had already been born, bigamy 
provided a pragmatic recourse.  Women were dedicated to their married lives, just not always to their legal husbands.  Thus marriage 
along with use of the title ‘Mrs’ was both changeable and adaptable.      Thanks to Clare Simpson for report. 

 

 

Extra from Julia - Here is the link to the community opinion page for Canterbury Museum redevelopment where people can make 
suggestions etc: https://conv.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/canterbury-museum-redevelopment/have-your-say  
  

I also thought that you and your members might be interested in this survey (see link below) as a way of providing feedback about the 
closure of the Community Archives website.  Following Archives New Zealand’s decision to decommission the Community Archive 

Website, ARANZ (Archives and Records Association of New Zealand) is taking a sector-wide diagnostic approach to solicit the 
perspectives of all stakeholders and understand the future needs of the Community Archive.  As part of this approach, we have 
developed a short survey for users and institutions that may be impacted by the Community Archive.  We would greatly appreciate 10-15 
minutes of your time to complete the survey and let us know what you think.  You can access the survey, and more background 
information, via our dedicated survey microsite (linked below).  https://sites.google.com/aranz.org.nz/community-archive-survey/home 

 

 

City Libraries Courses     
Beginners Family History - From Wednesday 21 October 
Capture Your Story  - Make a Family History iMovie – from Monday 9 November 

@ 2 hours x 6 weeks, Booking required, phone 03 941 7923. Cost $15 each. 
 
 

City Libraries Book Sale - Pioneer Stadium, 16 (9am – 7pm) & 17 October (9am – 4pm) 

https://conv.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/canterbury-museum-redevelopment/have-your-say
https://sites.google.com/aranz.org.nz/community-archive-survey/home
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Computer Interest Group 
We were very happy to have Atholin’s grand-daughter, Karlissa, along to talk about how she 
produced the family tree pictured here (A0 size), which she did over lockdown, with photos 
and information from Atholin and family.  Karlissa showed how she used Microsoft Publisher 
(comes with your Microsoft Office Suite), using 3 basic tools – straight lines, text/names and 
photos.  Lots of tricks with photos to extract as circular singles out of group photos.  Was 
lovely having a young woman making such a beautiful tree for her grandmother and willing to 

come along and talk to us.  The challenge to you all is to bring along an example of 
different ways to present your family tree, as a photo, idea or an object, to the 
November Computer Group. 
 

Kathy B suggested we look again at CLIP (Crew List Index Project), a collection of 
databases created and maintained by couple, Pete & Jan Owens. www.crewlist.org.uk.  CLIP 
is a not-for-profit volunteer project, set up to assist research into the records of British 
merchant seafarers of the late 19th and early 20th century. These British seafarers are the best 

documented workers that there have ever been - millions of documents survive, recording in 
detail the crews of a hundred thousand ships. Finding records of individuals in this huge 
resource can be challenging, but it can also be rewarding when a wealth of detail about their 

lives is revealed. We explain how the systems worked and how to go about research. Records can be 
searched by people, ships and documents, and many have original images attached – I found some for my 
sea captain. 
 

Kathy wonders if there are any Crew Lists in NZ that could be added – please contact Kathy if anyone holds 
a list of crew or is aware of  crew lists in NZ that could be of assistance to the CLIP project.   

Kathy Bisman (kathmark5354@gmail.com) 
 

Our Branch Library is a FamilySearch Affiliate Library allowing us to view images restricted elsewhere.  
Many have used this facility, and copy or note down the film for which you want to see the images on, and look them up when you come to 
Branch Library.  (Search > Catalogue > Film No.)  An additional tip is for you to remember to also jot down the date, name and title of the record 
you are looking for, otherwise you might be faced with over 700 images to roll through to find what you are looking for.  Also see attached link 
explaining the restricted records in FamilySearch - https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/familysearch-affiliate-library-faq/ 
 

FamilySearch - New Free Historical Records on FamilySearch: Week of 28 September 2020 - major new historical records additions this week – 
4million new records from Australia, Victoria Coastal Passenger Lists 1852–1924 and over 3 million Boston Massachusetts Tax Records 1822–
1918 and New York Land Records 1630–1975. Also from the United States, the Indiana Marriages 1811–2007 collection had 100,000 additions. 
 

FamilySearch hits 8 Billion Searchable Names in a Historical Records Milestone - It’s an incredible feat when you realize that just 1 billion 
seconds ago, it was 1988, or 1 billion minutes ago the Roman Empire was thriving and Christianity was just beginning to spread. 
 

FamilySearch has hit its 125th Anniversary - https://media.familysearch.org/familysearch-celebrates-125th-anniversary/  
 

We also looked & talked about Heritage Festival, Photo Hunt, Canterbury Museum 150th & collections, RootsTech going virtual, how to connect to 
Discovery (The National Archives (UK)) through membership to NZSG, YouTube training videos, accessing resources through City Libraries 
using your library membership card & PIN eg. Australia/NZ Reference Centre (magazines, newspapers, books).     Fiona 
 

 

Banks Peninsula Items -  Kathy Bisman 
 

Barrys Bay Cheese Factory 125th  -  The original Barrys Bay Cheese Factory was at Onawe, and the 
present factory is further around the bay.  The multiple-award winning firm is marking its 125th birthday 
this year.  “We’ve been making cheese in the Bay since 1895” said the company’s sales and marketing 
coordinator Kate Crawford.  “We would love to hear from anyone who’s had a connection with the 
cheese factory over the years, whether you or someone you know has worked there, or you have any 
stories/history to share.”  She said that the company would be giving out cheese in exchange for 
favourite stories.  “So please get in touch!”  Kate Crawford can be contacted by email 
kate@barrysbaycheese.co.nz or via a call to the factory on Akaroa 03 304 5809.  Celebrate 125 years - 
Labour weekend Saturday 24th October 2020.   
LOCATION - Barrys Bay Cheese Factory, 5807 Christchurch – Akaroa Road, Duvauchelle 
EMAIL:  info@barrysbaycheese.co.nz WEB:  http://www.barrysbaycheese.co.nz/ 
Bring the Family and a picnic rug to toast a day of good music, great cheese and local history. 
Hear the factory's story from 1pm.  https://www.akaroa.com/events/new-event-page-2/  
 

Comte de Paris Event Postponed  -  Comte de Paris 180th anniversary gathering has been postponed  
- The new date set is for 26-28 March 2021.  To keep up to date with details please check their website 
comtedeparisdescendants.org.nz or their Facebook page ‘Comte De Paris’  
From the Canterbury Branch European Interest Group, cheers  Kathy Bisman 
 

Museum Opportunities – Okains Bay  -  Many of you will know that there have been big changes at 
the Okains Bay Māori and Colonial Museum this winter.  We will be reopening again in October with a 
renewed vigour, and we have some situations vacant that might appeal to local people.  The Museum is 
looking for a residential caretaker, a business builder and two visitor hosts.  The jobs are listed on both Seek and TradeMe, where you can read 
more about them, or contact me at okainsvacancies@gmail.com.  Carol Osgood.  Akaroa Mail 28/8/2020 
 

A Grave Mystery -  “I farmed for 25 years at an historic farm across SH75 from Lake Ellesmere.  The farm was known as Waitangi because of 
the sound and shaking from the large waves at Birdlings Flat.  The farm is about three kilometres north of the Kaituna River bridge.  I had bought 
the farm from Roger Coop, whose family had set it up and who had live there for perhaps four generations. 
There were many signs and much evidence in places on the property revealing aspects of farming history.  I also got to know many of the old-
timers living in the area, who occasionally explained the local history of the farm and its surroundings.  One such tale provided by Patrick 
Parkinson, involved the occasion of a large funeral cortege which had taken the body of a Māori person of great rank in his coffin to a grave site 
on the brow of a high spur overlooking the Lake, on Graylees, and adjacent to the boundary of my farm.  This person was thought to have lived 
and died at Little River in the middle part of the nineteenth century, and the body and coffin were brought to the foot of the spur on a wagon, with 
a crowd of walkers accompanying it.  There were pakeha people present.  It was then taken by hand up several hundreds of metres of height to 
the brow of the spur, where it was laid to rest in a grave overlooking the lake and ocean beyond.  The view of the lake and the ocean is quite 
beautiful – it does seem to be a place that one would choose to be remembered at.  The grave was and still is, marked by a large slab of rock, on 
which several engravings are visible.  The problems I have in relaying this account is that I do not know who the person was, or why the grave 
was situated where it is.  Library searches on colonial history don’t seem to yield any information – it is a mystery.  But the knowledge of the 
person buried could still be recalled from personal memory or obscure colonial documents – it would be a shame to lose this knowledge.”   

Lorne Kuehn (Contact thru Akaroa Mail)   Akaroa Mail  25/09/2020 
 

http://www.crewlist.org.uk/
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/familysearch-affiliate-library-faq/
https://media.familysearch.org/familysearch-celebrates-125th-anniversary/
mailto:kate@barrysbaycheese.co.nz
https://maps.google.com/?q=Barrys+Bay+Cheese+Factory+%0D%0A5807+Christchurch+%E2%80%93+Akaroa+Road%2C+Duvauchelle
https://maps.google.com/?q=Barrys+Bay+Cheese+Factory+%0D%0A5807+Christchurch+%E2%80%93+Akaroa+Road%2C+Duvauchelle
mailto:info@barrysbaycheese.co.nz
http://www.barrysbaycheese.co.nz/
https://www.akaroa.com/events/new-event-page-2/
mailto:okainsvacancies@gmail.com
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NZ History – Dates in NZ History for October  – https://nzhistory.govt.nz/calendar/10  
 

TODAY IN NZ HISTORY 

 2 October 1941  -  New Zealand pilot saves Scottish village  -  In May 2007 the residents of the Scottish village of Cowie 
gathered to unveil a memorial to Pilot Officer Carlyle Everiss – a New Zealand fighter pilot whose heroic actions saved the lives of 
many villagers during the Second World War.  Everiss & another pilot were returning from an air combat exercise on 2 October 1941 
when the engine of his Spitfire stalled over the mining village of Cowie.  https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/nz-pilot-saves-scottish-village 

 4 October 1957  -  Morris Yock trademarks the jandal  -  Inspired by footwear he had seen in Japan, businessman Morris Yock 
and his son Anthony began manufacturing this simple rubber footwear in their garage in 1957.  The name ‘jandal’ combined the 
words ‘Japanese’ and ‘sandal’.  There is disagreement about whether Yock invented the jandal.  https://nzhistory.govt.nz/maurice-
yock-trademarks-jandal  

 9 October 1967  -  First day of ten o'clock closing  -  Fifty years of six o’clock closing of pubs had ended two days earlier, after a 
referendum convinced the government to change the antiquated licensing law.  Introduced as a ‘temporary’ wartime efficiency 
measure in December 1917, 6 p.m. closing was made permanent the following year.  The ‘six o’clock swill’ became part of the New 
Zealand way of life.  In the short period between the end of the working day and closing time, men crowded together to drink as 
much beer as they could before bar service ended and 15 minutes of ‘supping-up’ time was announced.  
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/the-end-of-the-six-oclock-swill 

 11 October 1861  -  First Cobb & Co. coach service runs to Otago goldfields  -  In its first venture from Dunedin to Gabriels 
Gully, near Lawrence, Cobb & Co. reduced the time for the trip from two days to nine hours.  The company was founded in 
Melbourne in 1854; in 1861, its proprietor, Charles Cole, arrived in Dunedin with a luxury American Concord coach, five wagons, a 
buggy, more than 50 horses, and a reputation for speed and reliability.  One week later, the first ‘Cobb & Co Telegraphic Line of 
Coaches’ service began a new era in New Zealand transport.  Cobb & Co. ran its last stagecoach service in 1923.  
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/first-cobb-and-co-coach-service-runs-to-otago-goldfields 

 20 October 1987  -  'Black Tuesday' share-market crash  -  Billions of dollars were wiped off the value of New Zealand shares in 
the weeks following 20 October, as the shockwaves of a sharp drop in New York’s Wall Street stockmarket rippled around the world.  
The 1987 Hollywood blockbuster Wall Street is the archetypal portrayal of the financial wheeling and dealing – not to mention excess 
– of the 1980s.  Many investors lost everything as companies that had over-extended themselves were dragged under.  Small ‘mum 
and dad’ investors were also burned by the experience; many deserted the share market, which languished until the early 2000s.  
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/black-tuesday-share-market-crash  

 23 October 1915  -  New Zealand nurses lost in Marquette sinking  -  The sinking of the transport ship Marquette in the Aegean 
Sea in late 1915 added to the grief of a nation still reeling from the heavy losses at Gallipoli.  Among the 167 fatalities were 32 New 
Zealanders, including 10 members of the New Zealand Army Nursing Service.  The death of the nurses was felt particularly badly in 
the South Island, where most of them had lived or nursed.  https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/new-zealand-nurses-lost-in-marquette-sinking  

 28 October 1890  -  The first Labour Day celebrated the struggle for an eight-hour working day.  -  Parades in the main centres 
were attended by several thousand trade union members and supporters.  New Zealand workers were among the first in the world to 
claim the right to an eight-hour day.  As early as 1840 the carpenter Samuel Parnell famously won an eight-hour day in Wellington. 
The provision was soon extended to other centres, but it was a custom, not a legal entitlement, and only applied to some groups of 
workers.  The establishment of Labour Day reflected the growing influence of New Zealand's trade union movement in the 1880s and 
its efforts to improve employment conditions for all workers.  Labour Day was first celebrated in New Zealand on 28 October 1890, 
marking 50 years since Parnell's achievement and the first anniversary of the formation of the Maritime Council, an umbrella 
organisation of transport and mining unions, in 1889.  In 1899 Parliament legislated to make Labour Day a public holiday. Predating 
both Anzac Day and Waitangi Day, this was the first public holiday in New Zealand not associated with religion, royal birthdays or the 
anniversaries of provincial settlement.  Since 1910 Labour Day has been observed on the fourth Monday in 
October.  https://nzhistory.govt.nz/first-labour-day-celebrations 

 
 

Significant September Anniversaries 
 https://www.ianvisits.co.uk/anniversaries/index.php?month=10&year=2020 

 80
th

 Anniversary -  The Battle of Britain ends - the United Kingdom prevents a possible German invasion. 

(31
st
 Oct 1940) 

 75
th

 Anniversary – creation of The United Nations - The UN is marking its 75
th

 anniversary at a time of 

great disruption for the world, compounded by an unprecedented global health crisis with severe economic 
and social impacts. Will we emerge stronger and better equipped to work together?  
Or will distrust and isolation grow further?  2020 must be a year of dialogue, when we 
come together to discuss our priorities as a human family, and how we can build a 
better future for all.  -  https://www.un.org/en/un75  

 

 

ELECTIONS & VOTING - some items, and articles on using relevant election resources 
 

NZ General Elections – 17
th

 October 2020 (Delayed due to COVID-19) https://www.vote.nz/  
 

Women vote in first general election  -  New Zealand women went to the polls for the 
first time  -  28 November 1893, just 10 weeks after the governor, Lord Glasgow, signed the Electoral Act 1893  into law, making this country 
the first in the world to give all adult women the vote.  Despite the short timeframe for voter registration, 109,461 women (about 84% of the adult 
female population) enrolled to vote in the election.  On polling day 90,290 of them cast their votes, a turnout of 82% (far higher than the 70% 
turnout among registered male voters).  There were then no electoral rolls for the Māori seats, but women cast approx. 4,000 of the 11,269 Māori 
votes that year.  Despite warnings from opponents of women’s suffrage that ‘lady voters’ might be harassed at polling booths, election day 
passed off in a relaxed, festive atmosphere.  According to a Christchurch newspaper, the streets ‘resembled a gay garden party’ – ‘the pretty 
dresses of the ladies and their smiling faces lighted up the polling booths most wonderfully’. https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/women-vote-first-
general-election  
 

Women can stand for Parliament  -  29 October 1919  -  On 29 October 1919, the Women’s Parliamentary Rights Act passed into law. 
Finally, women could stand for election to the House of Representatives.  It had been 26 years since women had achieved the r ight to vote with 
the Electoral Act 1893.  Previous bills drafted to enfranchise women had included the right to stand for election, but these had been unsuccessful.  
After 1893, there were several attempts to pass legislation granting women this right.  The National Council of Women (NCW) campaigned on the 
issue, but as this organisation waned and then went into recess in 1905, so did the campaign for reform.  For a decade, little happened.  Towards 
the end of WWI, the movement for reform revived.  The NCW was reformed in 1918 and campaigned on issues such as the age of consent and 
women police on which male politicians were not adequately representing their female constituents.  While the 1919 Act admitted women to the 
House of Representatives (the lower house), they were still barred from entering the Legislative Council (the upper house), whose members were 

https://nzhistory.govt.nz/calendar/10
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/nz-pilot-saves-scottish-village
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/maurice-yock-trademarks-jandal
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/maurice-yock-trademarks-jandal
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/the-end-of-the-six-oclock-swill
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/first-cobb-and-co-coach-service-runs-to-otago-goldfields
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/black-tuesday-share-market-crash
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/new-zealand-nurses-lost-in-marquette-sinking
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/first-labour-day-celebrations
https://www.ianvisits.co.uk/anniversaries/index.php?month=10&year=2020
https://www.un.org/en/un75
https://www.vote.nz/
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/timeline/19/9
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/women-vote-first-general-election
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/women-vote-first-general-election
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appointed by the government.  The original bill had allowed for representation in the Legislative Council, but the Council itself had opposed this 
provision.  Women were not able to be appointed to the Legislative Council until 1941, and the first two were admitted in 1946.  The general 
election was contested just seven weeks after the passage of the Act.  Three women stood: Rosetta Baume in Parnell, Aileen Cooke in Thames, 
and Ellen Melville in Grey Lynn.  None were elected, although Melville, standing for the ruling Reform Party, came second to the Labour 
candidate.  Ten more women candidates were unsuccessful before Elizabeth McCombs became New Zealand’s first female MP in 1933.  
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/women-can-stand-parliament  
 

NZSG Website >  Education  >  Getting It Right  >  Starting your Genealogical Journey  >  1.4 New Zealand Sources > Page 7-8 
 

This article is on the Getting Started series on the NZSG website under the ‘Education’ portion, available to members and general public 
alike.  Grateful appreciation to NZSG.  Watch the video and download the notes on this site for further information on electoral roll 
resources available. 
 

https://www.genealogy.org.nz/data/media/documents/Education/Getting%20It%20Right/1-4%20New%20Zealand%20Sources.pdf  
What records are there to find your family history in New Zealand? In this last presentation in this section you can discover what you 
might (and might not!) find.    https://www.genealogy.org.nz/starting-your-genealogical-journey_1716  
 

Electoral rolls will list those who are eligible to vote.  The Encyclopedia of New Zealand has an overview of who could vote when: 

teara.govt.nz/en/voting-rights.   Generally, people had to be over 21, so unlike the census, you will only see the older members of a 
household.  And unless you know to look, you will not automatically see members of a household with a different name.    
 

Electoral rolls can be found on microfiche in larger libraries - these are will need to be searched by electorate.  The NZSG has two 
relevant publications:  

 New Zealand Elections - Five Significant Rolls which includes 1881, 1893, 1896, 1911 and 1925 - available in larger libraries  

 A Return of the Freeholders of New Zealand 1882 - available on CD-Rom from the NZSG  
  

Ancestry.com ($/library edition) also has the electoral rolls from 1853 to 1981 available.  Only the years 1853-64, 1870-71, 1875-76, 
1880-81, 1885-86, 1890, 1896, 1900, Part 4 - New Zealand Sources 8 1905-06, 1911, 1914, 1919, 1928, 1935, 1938, 1943, 1946, 1949, 
1954, 1957, 1960, 1963, 1969, 1972, 1978, 1981 have been indexed.  FindMyPast.com have indexes for the years 1853-1864, 1865-
1875, 1878, 1881, 1893, 1896 and 1911.  
 

Women's suffrage in New Zealand resulted in women having the right to vote from 1893.  Many women appear on the 1893 Electoral 
Roll, sometimes in the Supplementary Roll, or in the 1896 Electoral Roll for the first time.  Remember to note in your source citation 
which Roll the entry is in.  
 

Key to women's suffrage was the 1893 Suffrage Petition.  While some of the smaller petitions from that time have been lost, there are 
over 24,000 signatures surviving which you can search to find your family.  You can see the Petition at He Tohu at the National Library, 
Wellington. natlib.govt.nz/he-tohu  To find a family member who signed the petition and further information on it: 
nzhistory.govt.nz/politics/womens-suffrage/petition - search by name and then click on the Sheet number to view an image of the original.  
 

There is also an 1892 Suffrage Petition which contains 17,000 signatures, including some from places missing on the 1893 petition. 
nzhistory.govt.nz/politics/womens-suffrage/about-the-petition - at the bottom of this page there is a spreadsheet of signatories.  Note the 
Sheet number in column B.  You will find an image of the original at: www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewEntity.do?code=27184  Click on 
the Records tab and go to the Sheet number and click on " View or download digitised record".     Thanks to NZSG 
 
 

 

The Aotearoa History Show  -  The story of New Zealand and its people from its geological origins to modern day, hosted by William 

Ray & Leigh-Marama McLachlan, with animation by Chris Maguren.  Made possible by the RadioNZ / NZ On Air Innovation Fund. 
 

The link to Aotearoa History Show is on page 55 of the NZ Genealogist, April 2020.  
Part 7: Votes, Depressions & Refrigerators. The New Zealand Wars are over… what comes next?  A whole lot of political wrangling 
over how to run the new colony - centralism or provinces? Plus - how refrigeration saved the Kiwi economy from the brink of disaster and 
how women won the right to vote.  
Topics covered: 
 Provincialism versus Centralism 

 Julius Vogel and the “Grand Go-Ahead policy” 

 The Long Depression and its impact on New Zealanders 

 How the invention of refrigerated shipping saved the economy. 

 Disputes over voting, including gold miners and Māori representation in Parliament.  

 How women won the right to vote 

 The exclusion of Chinese people from NZ society. 

 The early Labour Movement and the Great Strike of 1913 
Thanks to Lorraine for sharing these links as another perspective on voting and elections. 

 

https://www.rnz.co.nz/audio/player?audio_id=2018718506  (audio)  
https://www.rnz.co.nz/programmes/the-aotearoa-history-show/story/2018718506/7-votes-depressions-and-refrigerators (video) 

======================================================================================== 
"Why waste your money looking up your family tree? Just go into politics and your opponents will do it for you." — Mark Twain 

 

 

RootsTech Goes Virtual in 2021  
 

FamilySearch has announced that Rootstech 2021 will be held in February 2021 as a free, virtual 
event in lieu of the usual annual family history conference in Salt Lake City.  
 

RootsTech Connect 2021 will feature a variety of keynote speakers, dozens of classes in 
multiple languages and a virtual marketplace.  Throughout the three-day online event, attendees will have the ability to interact with presenters, 
exhibitors and other attendees through live chat and Q&A sessions. “Classes will be taught in many languages, and presenters will teach from a 
number of international locations,” said Steve Rockwood, FamilySearch International CEO.  “We will celebrate cultures and traditions from around 
the world, with activities that the audience can participate in from home — such as homeland cooking demonstrations, storytelling and music 
performances. This is one virtual event you won’t want to miss.” 
 

RootsTech Connect 2021 will offer a combination of both livestream and on-demand content to accommodate differences in time zones for 
participants.  In addition, sessions will be available to view on-demand after the event concludes. 
RootsTech organizers hope participants can gather in-person again in the future, but they anticipate that the RootsTech Connect virtual 
opportunity will become a regular addition to the conference. 

Visit www.rootstech.org to register for the free virtual event.   https://newsroom.churchofjesuschrist.org/article/rootstech-goes-virtual-2021 

https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/women-can-stand-parliament
https://www.genealogy.org.nz/data/media/documents/Education/Getting%20It%20Right/1-4%20New%20Zealand%20Sources.pdf
https://www.genealogy.org.nz/starting-your-genealogical-journey_1716
file:///C:/FAL-FilesByDate/2020/20200921/CBY-October-2020-newsletter/teara.govt.nz/en/voting-rights
file:///C:/FAL-FilesByDate/2020/20200921/CBY-October-2020-newsletter/natlib.govt.nz/he-tohu
file:///C:/FAL-FilesByDate/2020/20200921/CBY-October-2020-newsletter/nzhistory.govt.nz/politics/womens-suffrage/petition
file:///C:/FAL-FilesByDate/2020/20200921/CBY-October-2020-newsletter/nzhistory.govt.nz/politics/womens-suffrage/about-the-petition
file:///C:/FAL-FilesByDate/2020/20200921/CBY-October-2020-newsletter/www.archway.archives.govt.nz/ViewEntity.do%3fcode=27184
https://www.rnz.co.nz/audio/player?audio_id=2018718506
https://www.rnz.co.nz/programmes/the-aotearoa-history-show/story/2018718506/7-votes-depressions-and-refrigerators
https://www.maxpresencemail.co.nz/t/r-l-juollul-tylrlrjyhr-y/
https://www.maxpresencemail.co.nz/t/r-l-juollul-tylrlrjyhr-t/
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BISHOPDALE BRANCH  
  
 

NEXT MEETING:  Thursday 22
nd

 October 2020,  7:30 p.m. at St Margaret's Hub, 94 Farrington Avenue. 
 

Topic: Guest Speaker will be Barbara Terry, General Manager at Crematorium Society of Canterbury. 

 
The September meeting was an in-house presentation by Tony Gordon on GEDCOM and was well attended. 
 
All welcome. Visitors are most welcome, for whom there will be a $3 door charge.    Regards Christina Carroll         
 
************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************ 
 

Convenor:   Frances Cadman   Phone:  352-5605 Branch Email: bishopdale@genealogy.org.nz  
Secretary:   Lis Hunter   Phone:    354-3933    
Newsletter Contact:  Christina Carroll View our branch library catalogue at   https://www.librarything.com/catalog/bishopdalenzsg 
 

 

 
 

WAIMAKARIRI BRANCH  
 

Monthly General Meeting dates are held on the third Tuesday of each month from January to November.  Usually there is a Guest 
Speaker followed by a light supper.  There is no charge for these evenings. 
 
 

Next Meeting:    Date:  Tuesday 20
th

 October at 7.30pm   Topic – To be confirmed 
 

Venue:  Waimakariri Branch, Rangiora Brass Band Rooms, Northbrook Road.  All Welcome.          Thanks to Christine Pearson 
 
 

Open Day - NZSG Waimakariri Branch had an Open Day on Sunday 13
th

 September at their meeting rooms, Rangiora.  They had 
various tables to view birth, deaths, marriages databases, videos were shown on "how to" topics ideal for beginners new to researching 
their roots.  Their members were on hand to discuss and help with queries during the day. 
 

Natasha visited the Open Day.  “The open day held by the Waimakariri Branch was well attended and offered great variety in sources. 
While there was plenty of opportunity to search numerous sources, YouTube clips of genealogy videos were displayed on a big screen 
for those who wished to just sit and learn.”  Natasha made the most of her day by also visiting Rangiora Museum for family research. 
            Thanks to Natasha Wells 
 
 

*************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
 

Convenor:   Philip Worthington     Phone: (03) 313-6730 Email: woolstone@scorch.co.nz    

Email:  Waimakariri@genealogy.org.nz     & Newsletter Contact: pearsonchristine8989@gmail.com   

 

 

 

Christchurch Heritage Festival  -  https://ccc.govt.nz/news-and-events/whats-on/programme/42 
An annual festival held in Christchurch and Banks Peninsula to celebrate the heritage of our district. 
Theme 2020  -  Encounter our Stories – arts, culture and identity 

Some of the anniversaries in 2020 include: 

 150 years since the opening of the Canterbury Museum building and the city’s first 
major art exhibition. 

 75 years since the end of World War II in Europe and the Pacific. 
Here in Ōtautahi Christchurch and Te Pātaka o Rākaihautū Banks Peninsula, we have 
many stories, from Ngāi Tahu, European settlers, Pasifika and people of other ethnic and 
cultural backgrounds who have made this place home.  The Christchurch Heritage 
Festival 2020 is an opportunity to share the stories of the past that explore and celebrate 
our historic journeys through arts, culture and identity. 

Christchurch Heritage Festival 2020: Saturday 24 October to Sunday 8 November 

This spring, explore more than 50 events.  Check on website https://www.ccc.govt.nz/news-and-events/whats-on/programme/42  for 
programme details.   

Christchurch Heritage Festival 2020: Victory   - 1 October – 31 December - https://ccc.govt.nz/news-and-events/whats-on/event/victory 
The Air Force Museum of New Zealand commemorates the 75th anniversary of VJ (Victory over Japan) Day with a new photographic exhibition.   
Christchurch City Libraries Photo Hunt  - 18 September to 8 November -  https://my.christchurchcitylibraries.com/photo-hunt/  
The Great Fire of Lyttelton 1870  -  https://www.ccc.govt.nz/news-and-events/whats-on/event/sifting-the-ashes-the-great-fire-of-lyttelton-1870  
From Paper to Pixel  -  Explore stories of Christchurch and wider Canterbury in this exhibition that highlights over 20 years of digitising and 
collecting digital heritage items at Christchurch City Libraries.  -  https://www.ccc.govt.nz/news-and-events/whats-on/event/from-paper-to-pixel  
Spirited Cemetery Tours - various 
McLeans Mansion Heritage – Exhibition 
And - Hororata, Prebbleton, Avebury House, Riccarton Bush, Antarctic, Addington, Akaroa, Writing Workshop, Christchurch Cathedral, Town Hall 

mailto:bishopdale@genealogy.org.nz
https://www.librarything.com/catalog/bishopdalenzsg
mailto:woolstone@scorch.co.nz
mailto:Waimakariri@genealogy.org.nz
mailto:pearsonchristine8989@gmail.com
https://ccc.govt.nz/news-and-events/whats-on/programme/42
https://www.ccc.govt.nz/news-and-events/whats-on/programme/42
https://ccc.govt.nz/news-and-events/whats-on/event/victory
https://my.christchurchcitylibraries.com/photo-hunt/
https://www.ccc.govt.nz/news-and-events/whats-on/event/sifting-the-ashes-the-great-fire-of-lyttelton-1870
https://www.ccc.govt.nz/news-and-events/whats-on/event/from-paper-to-pixel
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COMMITTEE  2020 / 2021 

 

Convenor  Fiona Lees 021 040 8606 NZSG-CantyGroup-Newsletter@hotmail.co.nz 
Secretary  / Webmaster Jan Watts        595-5431 or 021 296-6399 janwatts@outlook.co.nz  
Treasurer Pauline Noonan 329-1724  nanapauline46@gmail.com  
Newsletter Editors / Membership  David & Fiona Lees 349-9431 NZSG-CantyGroup-Newsletter@hotmail.co.nz  
Speaker’s Convenor Lorraine Wilmshurst 358-5824 malcwilms@gmail.com 
 Gordy Collingwood 383-0834  gdcs@xtra.co.nz      
 Philip Creed 365-9101 philipcreed@xtra.co.nz   
 Carole Jackson 388-9965  carjacko@outlook.com 
 Clare Simpson 383 0683 claresimpson@xtra.co.nz  
 Natasha Wells 027 688-0211 natashawells552@gmail.com 
Other contacts:     

Librarian / Library  Jan Watts        595-5431 or 021 296-6399 janwatts@outlook.co.nz  
Family history magazines Maureen Kelso 329-5251 m.kelso@xtra.co.nz 
School register project Sandra Serra 349-3806 serrals@xtra.co.nz 
School rolls research Rae Wilson 358-7982 wil.fam@xtra.co.nz 
European Interest Group Kathy Bisman (03) 314-4114    kathmark5354@gmail.com   
Australian Interest Group Atholin Pierre 376-6367 atholin.g.pierre@gmail.com   
Computer Interest Group Fiona Lees 021 040 8606 NZSG-CantyGroup-Newsletter@hotmail.co.nz 
Irish Interest Group Tony Gordon 338 3052 cnnxns64@gmail.com 
WWI Project - War Memorials /    
                   Boards of Honour  

Evelyn Robertson 331-8204 robertsona@xtra.co.nz 

 

  

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBER:   
We wish a warm welcome and happy researching to new member Dawn HARRIS.  

 

Membership Subscription notices have been sent out for the year 1
st

 April 2020 to 31
st

 March 2021. 
The subs for the year 2020 to 2021 are $40 for single and $50 for joint membership as voted for at the 2019 AGM. 

Reminders will be sent to those not paid.  Please pay promptly. 
  
 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM: We pass on sympathy & condolences to all those who have lost family and friends recently.   
 

 

New Zealand Society of Genealogist’s Website:- http://www.genealogy.org.nz 
 

 

Please let us know if you are shifting or have changed address, or email address, so we can keep our records current, and keep in touch. 
Apologies for any errors and omissions in newsletter.  Corrections & additions welcome.  Photograph credits – David Lees – thank you. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER  
  

NZSG  Canterbury  Branch 
PO  Box  38064, 
Parklands,  
CHRISTCHURCH  8842 

 

 
Thanks to our Newsletter Printer (printing from his home) 
- AndrewStark @ AWS Publications Ltd 

 

 

       

 
 

 

NZSG CANTERBURY BRANCH LIBRARY HOURS   
 

Open:  1
st

 & 3
rd

 Thursday of Month from 12noon – 3:00pm, and   
2

nd
 & 4

th
 Saturday of Month from 12noon – 3:00pm. 

 

 Bring along your research queries and brick walls to your branch library – use the resources there and receive assistance. 
Branch LIBRARY at Parkview Community Lounge  -  75 Queenspark Drive, Parklands 

Canterbury Branch Library is an Affiliate Library of FamilySearch – access to restricted records here!! 
 

 

FAMILY HISTORY CENTRE @ 25 FENDALTON ROAD  
Hours: Tuesday 10:00am - 2:00pm and 7:00pm - 9:00pm 

 
****************************************************************************************************--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

TŪRANGA - CHRISTCHURCH CENTRAL LIBRARY @ 60 CATHEDRAL SQUARE 
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9:00AM – 8:00PM  (GROUND FLOOR 8:00AM – 8:00PM)      

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 10:00AM – 5:00PM 
 

 
****************************************************************************************************--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

CHRISTCHURCH PARKLANDS LIBRARY @ 46 QUEENSPARK DRIVE 
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9:00AM – 6:00PM.  SATURDAY 10:00AM – 4:00PM 

 

 
****************************************************************************************************--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

CHRISTCHURCH FENDALTON LIBRARY @ 4 JEFFREYS ROAD 
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9:00AM – 8:00PM.  SATURDAY 10:00AM – 4:00PM 
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