
Canterbury-NL_September-2020 
 

N ZS G  C A N T E R B U R Y  BRA N C H  N E W S L E TT E R  

Meetings - Parkview Community Lounge Hall, 75 Queenspark Drive, Parklands 
  Monthly – 2

nd
 Thursday evening at 7:30pm  &  3

rd
 Thursday morning at 9:45am 

    Visitors welcome – Gold coin donation   
Email -  CanterburyNZ@genealogy.org.nz   

Postal  -   PO  Box 38064, Parklands, CHRISTCHURCH 8842 

Facebook -  https://www.facebook.com/CanterburyNZGenealogy/  

Canterbury  Branch  Website  -  http://canterburygenealogy.wordpress.com/  
   

 

  Issue # 8 / 2020                                                                                                                          September  2020 

 

 
 

Now that we are back at Level 2, until at least Sunday 6
th

 September, we are still able to meet BUT there are some precautions 
we still have to take.  You must sign the attendance register & sanitise your hands on entry.  If you are feeling unwell, then 

please do not attend. We will be managing safe distancing. Please keep yourself safe & look after yourself & those close to you.  
 

Programme for September 2020   
 

 

Thursday 10
th 

September - 7:30pm - Evening Meeting – Parkview Community Lounge - Hall 

HEALTHY CHRISTCHURCH 1870 – 1910 
 Professor Geoffrey Rice will talk to us about the growth of the Public Health System in Christchurch, explaining who was 

involved and how sanitary regulations helped curb infectious disease. 
 

Geoff is an Emeritus Professor of History at the University of Canterbury, and served as head of the School of History from 
2006 to 2011, before retiring in 2012. 

 
 

Thursday 17
th

 September at 9:45am - Morning Meeting - Parkview Community Lounge – Hall - (Arriving earlier for a cuppa) 

Note earlier start time for our morning meetings, starting at 9:45am with morning tea while we have notices & members input, followed by the 
speaker from 10 -11am.  You are most welcome to go down to the Donnington Room to continue chatting following the meeting. 

MARRIAGES IN EARLY NEW ZEALAND 
Julia Bradshaw will explain how marriages in New Zealand were adjusted according to circumstances. 

 

Julia is a New Zealand writer and is the Senior Curator of Human History at Canterbury Museum.  She specialises in regional history and  
has a particular interest in stories of people surviving in isolated and remote areas. 

 
 

Other Dates for September 2020   
 

  

Thursday 3
rd

    Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 
 

Saturday 5
th 

CANCELLED - Irish Interest Group - Bi-monthly informal group asking & answering questions, sharing information, 
resources & knowledge. Led by Tony Gordon.  10:00am - Parkview Community Lounge – Donnington Room 

Saturday 5
th
 DNA & Genealogy drop-in sessions at Shirley Library – 10:00am to 12noon – run by Shirley Library and volunteers 

from NZSG Canterbury Branch.  At Shirley Library - book through Shirley Library, phone 941-7923 
 

 

Saturday 12
th

     Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 1:00pm  – 3:00pm 
 

Thursday 17
th
     Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 

 

Saturday 26
th
 Computer Interest Group – Bi-monthly informal group asking & answering questions, sharing websites, discussing 

computers & genealogy programs.  We will stop half way through for a cuppa break. Led by Fiona Lees.  
 

Saturday 26
th
 Continental Europe Interests – individual research session – led by Kathy Bisman (kathmark5354@gmail.com) and 

other experienced genealogists.  This will be from 12:30 - 2:30pm. Parkview Community Lounge – Donnington Room 
 

Saturday 26
th
   Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 1:00pm – 3:00pm. 

 
Programme for October 2020   
 
 

Thursday 1
st
     Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 

 

Saturday 3
rd

  DNA & Genealogy drop-in sessions at Shirley Library – 10:00am to 12noon – run by Shirley Library and volunteers 
from NZSG Canterbury Branch.  At Shirley Library - book through Shirley Library, phone 941-7923 

 

 

Thursday 8
th

   Evening Meeting – Photo editing with Affinity  – John Freeborn 
 
 

Saturday 10
th

     Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 1:00pm  – 3:00pm 
 

Thursday 15
th
   Morning Meeting – A West Coast Discovery – Jenny Mayne 

 

 

Thursday 15
th
      Canterbury Branch Library will be open from 12 noon – 3:00pm 

 

Saturday 24
th  

 Canterbury Branch Library will also be open from 1pm – 3pm. 
 

Saturday 31
st
   Christchurch Heritage Festival Event – see information on page 2 

 
 

 
 

Funny Genealogy Quotes  -  https://quotesgram.com/funny-quotes-about-family-trees/ 

https://thegenealogyguide.com/100-family-tree-quotes 
 

The Scottish Association of Family History Societies Links  -  https://www.safhs.org.uk/members.php    

      https://www.safhs.org.uk/  http://www.lothiansfamilyhistorysociety.co.uk/contact.htm 

mailto:CanterburyNZ@genealogy.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/CanterburyNZGenealogy/
http://canterburygenealogy.wordpress.com/
https://quotesgram.com/funny-quotes-about-family-trees/
https://thegenealogyguide.com/100-family-tree-quotes
https://www.safhs.org.uk/members.php
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FROM THE COMMITTEE 
Branch News:   
 

This year is certainly not a year for planning anything ahead, as we are all finding.  We decided to cancel our research meetings in 
August due to the uncertainty some felt with attending meetings during the Alert Level 2 status we had gone back to.  This was really 
disappointing as the research meetings in the past have been a great opportunity to get that one-to-one help we needed and catch up for 
a chat, as well as re-acquaint ourselves with resources available at the library.  We will run these again next year.  We have had the 
library sessions open, as we felt we could manage people across the three rooms and probably wouldn’t have too many turn up at once. 
 

We also had to cancel the two-day, in-person, Christchurch Family History Expo, at short notice, from Friday 14
th
 & Saturday 15

th
 August,  

and convert into a one day Virtual Expo on Saturday 15
th

 August.  This was a great disappointment as we had been planning for a year 
and were hoping to follow the success that Auckland Library has enjoyed with its Family History Expo over the last few years.  Well done 
to the organising committee members who made this still able to happen and thanks to Auckland Family History Expo for sharing some of 
their resources and the recordings of their speakers (see page 3).  Especial thanks to Fiona Brooker, Shona Lewis & Michelle Patient. 
Thank you also to all of you who supported this one day virtual event – over 250 people registered, with some also being from further 
afield than would have been able to come, including from overseas.  Planning has already begun for a very similar event to be held in 
August 2021 (Family History month) next year. 
 

We have applied to be included as a part of this year’s Christchurch Heritage Festival – please see below for details. 
 

I love this genealogy hobby of mine, which has become my addiction of choice!  The combination of hunting, searching, detective skills, 
looking for missing pieces, like in a jigsaw, finding out more about the people, the places, the times.  Putting ‘meat on the bones’ rather 
than just a list of names, places and dates.  Trying to answer the unanswerable questions – why did you go there?, how did you meet?, 
what happened when?  Often we will never know the answers for sure but we may be able to write up a possible scenario with further 
details we find, explaining our reasoning and including our sources. 
 

I am enjoying the coincidences that come out of general chatting with like-minded people.  For example, three people at last month’s 
Shirley Library drop-in, David, Barry & Darryl, found that they had all lived at Wainuiomata, but not at the same time, so could share 
stories of people and places.   
 

Another example, of a chance mention by Victoria, of Lincoln township, and myself answering that I was born and went to school there, 
led to the discovery that Victoria’s grandfather was the only doctor in Lincoln when I was born and had delivered me.  I had also been on 
the organising committee for the Lincoln Primary School 125

th
 Jubilee, which Victoria’s mother and siblings attended, and Victoria’s 

mother had been married in the same church as my two sisters.  I contacted Adriana who is secretary of the Lincoln and Districts 
Historical Society, who was able to give further information of the doctors of Lincoln as well as what is available through their website.   
 

Yet another example was just after David was at his cousin Pam’s husband’s funeral in Havelock North recently.  Another cousin of the 
same family also at the funeral was talking about her first job as a trainee pharmacist in Wainuiomata Village in the 1960's.  It turned out 
that this was at the same pharmacy that David had worked as chemist boy in the 1950's.  This same cousin also mentioned an uncle by 
marriage, Joe de Stefano, who worked at the DSIR Dominion Physical Laboratory (DPL), Gracefield, Lower Hutt.  When David's family 
emigrated to NZ by ship in 1952, David's father Fred, was to take up a position as a mechanical draughtsman at DPL.  Cousin's uncle 
Joe de Stefano met our family as we disembarked and took us in his 1920's car for a tour of Wellington City including views from 
Mt. Victoria.  Joe became a valued work colleague of David’s dad.  (It had taken David 50 years to track down these cousins from a 
marriage in Fox Hill, Nelson in 1878.) 
 

We will hopefully have a more “normal” month ahead, with some meetings and library sessions and plenty of research and chat. 
 

As always, if you have any suggestions or comments please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me or others on the committee.  
Fiona    Phone 021 040 8606    NZSG-CantyGroup-Newsletter@hotmail.co.nz   

 

 

CHRISTCHURCH HERITAGE FESTIVAL 2020 - http://www.ccc.govt.nz/culture-and-community/heritage/heritagefestival/ 
 

Christchurch City Council has decided to proceed with this year's Christchurch Heritage Festival which is scheduled for 24
th

 October – 
8

th
 November.  This year’s theme is Encounter our Stories - Arts, Culture and Identity.  These festivals give us the opportunity to 

present genealogy as an avenue for people to learn more about who they are and where they fit, in the world around them.  
 

NZSG Canterbury Branch have again applied to run an event as part of the Christchurch Heritage Festival.  COVID-19 has decreased 
timeframes so we have chosen to go with a similar event as last year where we had a day of short talks.  This year's event is scheduled 
for Saturday 31

st
 October and will include a tour of the resources our library holds and the opportunity for a little research.  This is a great 

opportunity for those who have started their research but want to delve a bit deeper and understand what resources are available to put 
flesh to the bones of their family tree.  We will keep you posted should we be accepted, but in the 
meantime, consider people you know who might be interested in attending the event.  The Christchurch 
Heritage Festival programme will not be available until late September and will be on their website (link 
above) – there is no printed brochure this year because of decreased timeframes.  For more information, 
feel free to contact Natasha or Lorraine or approach a committee member. 
 

Our all day programme will be at Parklands Community Lounge on Saturday 31
st
 October from 10:00am to 4:00pm.  

The day will be limited to 12 participants and will cost $15 each.  To enrol, please contact the Branch via the Branch website. 
The day’s programme is:         Thanks to Natasha & Lorraine 

 

10.00am - 10.15am  Morning tea 

10.15am - 10.30am Introduction 

10.30am - 11.15am Using a questionnaire to draw out information from family members (or ourselves) 
to structure a narrative of our past 

11.15am – 12.00pm The richness of information found in a cemetery  

12.00pm – 1.00pm Lunch 

1.00pm - 2.00pm (1) How to search historical New Zealand newspapers using PapersPast, Govt 
information, explore Records, Genealogies, Catalogues, and Books.  Explaining 
how the information found aids research into our family  

(2) Benefits of being a NZSG member  

2.00pm – 4.00pm  NZSG Canterbury branch resources  and Afternoon Tea 

mailto:NZSG-CantyGroup-Newletter@hotmail.co.nz
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CANTERBURY BRANCH LIBRARY 
 

AT PARKVIEW COMMUNITY LOUNGE  -  75 QUEENSPARK DRIVE, PARKLANDS 
 

Open:  1
st

 & 3
rd

 Thursday of Month from 12noon – 3:00pm    &    2
nd

 & 4
th

 Saturday of Month from 1:00pm – 3:00pm. 
 

September library dates:- 

 Thursday 3rd & 17th from 12noon to 3:00pm 

 Saturday 12th & 26th from 1:00pm to 3:00pm 
 

October library dates:- 

 Thursday 1st & 15th from 12noon to 3:00pm 

 Saturday 10th & 24th from 1:00pm to 3:00pm 
 

 

Use your branch library - a great opportunity to have one on one help for your research. 
 

 

We are at Alert Level 2, and our Branch Library is open, though we all need to be extra vigilant with hand sanitising, contact tracing and 
social distancing.  As with all advice, if you are feeling unwell please stay at home and consult your doctor.  If you are feeling vulnerable, 
please put your safety and peace of mind first. 
 

The Branch library will be open on the usual days – 1
st
 & 3rd Thursdays and the 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Saturdays of the month.  (See the actual 

dates for September & October above.) 
 

We had good library open days on Thursdays 6
th

 &  20
th

, Saturdays 8
th
 & 22

nd
 and a full day on Saturday 29

th
 of August.  We had several 

people enjoying doing some extra research, and have welcomed a new member and a visitor over these days. 
 

Unfortunately, we had to postpone our training morning for library volunteers, and will reschedule, after returning to Level 1, hopefully 
after Sunday 6

th
 September. 

 

Library Volunteers: 
Date to be confirmed, 10.30am to 12.30pm, there is a training morning for the library volunteers.  If YOU are willing to help & available 

once or twice a month but have been reluctant to offer your services then please come to the training to find out what is expected. 
 
  

It would be appreciated if anyone who has had an extended loan of library books over the closure or has had books out for a very long 
time could please return them so others can borrow them.        Jan Watts 
 

Library Catalogue - Search our library catalogue online, so when you visit the library, you will already know what is there.   

        https://canterburygenealogy.wordpress.com/branch-library/ 
 

 

We are happy to arrange & host research visits to our Library & Research rooms by members of other groups to show what 
wonderful resources we have. 

 

BYOD (bring your own device) when visiting the Branch Research Rooms – use your own PC & access the internet, including 
the FamilySearch Affiliate Library restricted records, and Ancestry & FindMyPast, available while you are in our rooms.   

(For the FamilySearch restricted records, note down the film number for which you can’t see the image when searching from home,  so 
when you come to the Branch Library you can search for the film.) 

Also bring a USB / flash drive with you for saving scans you have done on our A3 printer / scanner, and images or documents 
downloaded from Internet.  This will capture your data in digital files by scanning rather than printing them to paper. 

 
 

 

CHRISTCHURCH FAMILY HISTORY EXPO  -  AUCKLAND FAMILY HISTORY EXPO  –  SHARED VIDEOS 
 

Please see below details for some of the seminar recordings taken from the Family History Expo held recently in Auckland.  Some of 
these were also shown for the "Virtual Christchurch Family History Expo" on 15

th
 August. 

 

When the Christchurch Family History Expo had to be cancelled due to Alert Level 2, we were lucky that Auckland Family History Expo 
had been able to go ahead the previous weekend.  Although there were no overseas speakers in person, some had agreed to recording 
these talks, which were played at the Auckland Expo.  These talks have now been offered to a wider community for their enjoyment. 
 

Seminars of international guest speakers and a couple of our sponsors were recorded and are now available on the Auckland Family 
History Expo YouTube channel 
 

That's 15 educational and entertaining videos for you to watch at your leisure!  What else is there to do right now (in Auckland)? 

 Jason Reeve, Ancestry 

 Michael Higgins, FamilySearch 

 John Grenham, author and professional genealogist, Ireland 

 Myko Clelland, Findmypast 

 Curt Witcher, Manager Special Collections and the Genealogy Centre, Allen County Library 
 

Please note John Grenham's videos are only available temporarily (until 21
st

 September 2020) for copyright reasons, so if you 
have Irish interests you need to listen to his first! 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYrlpP-4uBjv1Mxv1Oq8N8w/videos?view_as=subscriber 
 

Unfortunately, we were unable to record any of the other sessions. 
 

We would like a custom URL to help people find us better - so you can help us with this by subscribing (link above)! 
 

Many thanks to the 2020 Auckland Family History Expo committee 
 

 

THANK YOU TO SENIORNET 
 

We were very sad to hear that a SeniorNet branch in Christchurch were shutting down as they had filled a 
truly valuable service in helping many seniors come to grips with technology.  They looked to Canterbury 
Branch as following some of the same goals in encouraging and helping people using computers, toward our 
genealogy research.  Thank you to SeniorNet for supporting us with a very kind donation and allowing us to 
purchase a large projection screen, two chairs and a pictorial computer component display, at very reasonable prices.  Fiona 
 

https://canterburygenealogy.wordpress.com/branch-library/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYrlpP-4uBjv1Mxv1Oq8N8w/videos?view_as=subscriber
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WHERE TO NEXT WITH YOUR DNA RESULTS?  
 

This is a perfect time for you to try and figure out what your DNA results mean and learn how to interpret and 
follow up on any leads.  Also, for understanding your new DNA results, there are so many websites available 
with webinars, tutorials and YouTube videos for you to explore.  There is help available, see below. 
 

There is an informal group to explore the next steps in using your DNA test results including the use of GEDMatch, navigating the test 
results and participating in various Project groups.  The format is collaborative and will use email round-robin or meetings to share 
information and ideas.  Please contact Bruce Holm to join the group & share ideas and information.   Bruce     bruce.holm@gmail.com 
 

NZSG members have access to DNA webinars in the Member's Only area of the NZSG website. 
 

NZ Society of Genealogists Inc. have purchased a license so that our members can enjoy DNA Boot Camps free of charge. 
 

 

DNA & Genealogy drop-in sessions – Shirley Library every 1
st
 Saturday of the month this year – book through Shirley Library, 

phone 941-7923. Thanks to Bruce Holm for organising & running with willing helpers.  These have been very successful & will continue. 
 

 

HAVE DNA, WILL RESEARCH  -  Have a family brick wall?  Not enough family?  Don’t know where to turn?  An Orphan or Foster 

nearby?  Can’t see how to progress your research?  Interested in DNA?  You have taken a DNA test? You got cousins you didn’t know 
you had?  Wrong family?  Hmmmm.  Perhaps I can help with your dilemma?  Contact me and we can discuss.  Barry Pycroft is 
offering individual help with your DNA queries.  Either by email at barry@pycroft.co.nz or phone Barry on phone: +64-3-942-8417.   

 
 

 

MEMBERS’ RESEARCH INTERESTS & QUERIES AND REQUESTS FOR LOCAL INFORMATION  

 

Members are invited to submit a recent find, surnames or topics of interest, or to ask a question, for inclusion in this newsletter.  This is a section 
for members to use – with members’ names, interests & localities - this could link people who are researching same names or in similar areas.   

 

 Comte de Paris 180
th

 anniversary gathering has been postponed  - The new date set is for 26-28 March 2021.  To keep up to 
date with details please check their website comtedeparisdescendants.org.nz or their Facebook page ‘Comte De Paris’  

From the Canterbury Branch European Interest Group, cheers  Kathy Bisman 
 

 NZ Archives Christchurch  – while at COVID-19 Level 2, access is by appointment, & only between the hours of 9:00am-1:00pm.  
Due to COVID-19 Alert Level 2, our reading rooms are open by appointment only. Please use this form to make an appointment. 
(https://research.archivesnz.info/reft100.aspx?key=ReadRoom)   Find out more. (https://archives.govt.nz/covid-19-coronavirus-
update)   https://archives.govt.nz/contact-us  (or phone Christchurch 377 0760)  Thanks to Lorraine Wilmshurst 

 

 Ancestry.com has extended free access until the end of September.  Free access to Ancestry from home via the Christchurch City 
Libraries website has once again been extended & is now available until Wednesday 30 September, with your library card number & 
password.  http://christchurchcitylibraries.com/eResources/Ancestry/    Recent new databases uploaded include:  

o Texas: Houston Historic Holywood Cemetery Records 1895-2008 [this consists of images of burial record cards with 
personal details of the deceased and often includes newspaper death notices too as a bonus] 

o Westminster London: Baptisms, Marriages, Burials 1558-1812; Births & Baptisms 1813-1919; Marriages & Banns 1754-
1935; Deaths & Burials 1812-1910.      Thanks to Alan Tunnicliffe, Riccarton Branch newsletter 

 

 Information from Canterbury Museum  -  As part of organising the programme for 2021, I emailed Anthony Wright, Director of 
Canterbury Museum and asked him to consider speaking at one of our Branch meetings next year.  His response was that it is a little 
early in the design process to give us any information.  However I also asked about access to Research and Discovery and the 
historical collections.  His response was: 

o “In terms of Research and Discovery options in the redeveloped Museum, the Museum Project Brief which has been adopted 
by our Board (and is available on our website), includes a requirement for “optimal access to collections for exhibitions, 
programmes and research purposes”, so I can assure you that considerations are being given as to how all our collections can 
be made more accessible to researchers in the future.  We understand that holding our permanent collections is not just for the 
sake of it, but for the purposes of public enjoyment, education & research.  We have a greatly expanded programme of putting 
our collections up online, which is something your members will, I’m sure, be interested in.”      Thanks to Lorraine Wilmshurst 

 

 DONNELLAN / ARDELL: Sarah Donnellan arrived Lyttelton  2
nd

 February 1874 on Isles of the South along with her sister Mary & 
brother John.  In 1878 Sarah married John ARDELL a Plasterer living at Temuka.  They had 5 children.  Sarah died 14 February 
1914 at Palmerston North aged 63 years.  I am looking to make contact with descendants with a view to connecting Irish family lines.   

Geraldene O'Reilly Irish.genealogy@xtra.co.nz  
 

 

SNIPPETS  -  Some bits & pieces of interest and some to help you with your research: 
 

 Kathy suggested we include a little 'skite'  piece in our comments section - go to the NZSG website sign in then check the Events, 
Annual General Meeting 2020 towards the end is the Awards Section -  Branch awards, nice to see some of our Branch members’ 
names, then to Certificates of Appreciation - another nice lot of names & then Certificate of Recognition for another one of our 
members - we are a busy lot.           Kathy Bisman 
 

Branch Awards Canterbury Branch  

 Prue Purser #17482 – for Service as School Register Project coordinator  

 Lorraine Wilmshurst #22353 – for Service on Canterbury Branch committee  

 Maureen Kelso #22519 – for Service as Treasurer 2011-2019 
Certificates of Appreciation  

 Judith Charles #18542 – for indexing books for Kiwi Collection 2017-2018  

 Kathie Hughes #26578 - for indexing books for Kiwi Collection 2017-2018  

 Jan Watts #23351 - for indexing books for Kiwi Collection 2017-2018 
Certificate of Recognition  

 Atholin Pierre - for indexing books for Kiwi Collection 2017-2018 
 

 

 School Register Project - Checkers needed  -  Our one transcription checker has decided not to continue and at present there is a 

backlog of transcribed register spreadsheets to be checked against the original registers, before being made available for the Kiwi 
Collection.  It is a process which can be fitted around your available time and there is no pressure to finish by a given date.  
If anyone would like to offer their services, either just to help clear the backlog or on a more permanent basis, please give me a call 
to find out what is involved.         Sandra Serra - Phone 349-3806 

 

mailto:bruce.holm@gmail.com
mailto:barry@pycroft.co.nz
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https://archives.govt.nz/covid-19-coronavirus-update
https://archives.govt.nz/covid-19-coronavirus-update
https://archives.govt.nz/covid-19-coronavirus-update
https://archives.govt.nz/contact-us
http://christchurchcitylibraries.com/eResources/Ancestry/
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 Te Puke Branch - Local look ups  -  Te Puke Cemetery Records & Bay of Plenty Family Notices  

Te Puke Branch, has over quite a period of time, carried out the indexing of the two cemeteries at Te Puke.  This started by going 
through Council records and trying to align their records with what was found at the cemeteries and in almost all cases succeeded 
and making the necessary corrections.  The recorded data is now available for look ups  
 

From the Old Cemetery   

Location of grave  
Headstone transcription or if no headstone, burial details  
Photo of headstone  

  

From the New Cemetery   

Headstone transcription up to May 2019  
Photo of headstones up to May 2019  
Post May 2019 headstone transcriptions and photographs can be made available on request, though there may be some delay   

 

The Family Notices from the Bay of Plenty Times   

Heather McLean QSM extracted Family Notices from the newspaper from 1991 until December 2017.  The NZSG Kiwi Index has 
listings from 1991 until 2006 but only includes, at a maximum, a person’s name, death date, date of publication & where were died.    
 

Te Puke Branch has Heather’s collected notices from January 1994 until December 2017, which has been extended to December 
2019.  This consists of deaths, memorials, unveilings, births, marriage, and anniversaries notices.  These have all been scanned and 
indexed into a searchable database.    
 

Requests for copies from these records  

Please email your request to tepukegenealogy@gmail.com and in the subject line indicate whether it is a cemetery or family notice 
request, giving as much information about the requested extract as possible.  

  

You will be informed by email whether the requested information is available.   
If the requested information is available, a donation deposited in our back account would not seem unreasonable.  Our branch’s 
bank number will be supplied at the appropriate time.  When completing a transaction please enter your name in the ‘reference field’. 
The requested data, if available, will be emailed to you.        

  

For Family Notices outside the dates listed above.  
The Tauranga Library has all on microfiche.  Paper copies are not kept long term at the library.  
PapersPast has digitised the newspaper from 1872 until 1949.  
Family Notices have been indexed from PapersPast from 1872 until 1920 and these are available from  

Christine Clement’s web site https://www.sooty.nz/Te-Puke-BOP-NZFrame1Source1.html, then under heading ‘Western Bay of 
Plenty Birth, Death and Marriages (1872 – 1920)’.   tepukegenealogy@gmail.com  Regards,  Mark M

c
Kinney   

 

 

NZ History – Dates in NZ History for September  – https://nzhistory.govt.nz/calendar/9  
 

 TODAY IN NZ HISTORY 
• 1 September 1838 - Pelorus Sound discovered by HMS Pelorus, piloted by John ("Jacky") Guard. 
• 1 September 1844 - First party of German settlers arrived in Nelson on the ship "Skiold". 
• 1 September 1857 - Eight hour day adopted in the building trades 
• 1 September 1862 - Wreck of the "Lord Worsley" 18 km south of Cape Egmont 
• 1 September 1893 - Auckland Savings Bank survived a run on the bank 
• 1 September 1899 - King Mahuta Te Wherowhero agreed with Richard J. Seddon, the Prime Minister, to open his lands on  

leasehold tenure 
• 1 September 1951 - ANZUS Treaty signed at San Francisco 
• 1 September 1962 - Cobham School, the Outward Bound School opened at Anakiwa, Queen Charlotte Sound, by  

Lord Cobham, the Governor General. 
• 2 September 1939 - First shot of WWII, twelve hours before war declared, fired at Fort Dorset, Wellington, to halt a British ship. 
• 3 September 1939 - Outbreak of World War II, NZ declared war on Germany at 9:30 p.m. NZ Time. 
• 9 September 1907 - Colony of New Zealand formally became the Dominion of New Zealand, with effect from 26 September. 
• 10 September 1842 - Death of Captain William Hobson, first Governor of New Zealand, at Auckland aged 49 years. 
• 11 September 1928 - Charles Kingsford-Smith arrived at Wigram aerodrome after the first Trans-Tasman flight in the  

Southern Cross, taking 14 hours 25 minutes. 
• 11 September 1954 - Last electric tram farewelled at Cathedral Square, Christchurch 
• 24 September 1881 - Opening of first telephone exchange at Christchurch 
• 26 September 1897 - Reading of the Riot Act in Christchurch as a result of public resentment at A.B. Worthington, a religious  

imposter 
• 29 September 1842 - The schooner "Richmond" built by Captain Francis Sinclair and Sons, made its maiden voyage from  

Wellington with Captain Sinclair and Ebenezer Hay, to Pigeon Bay, Banks Peninsula 
• 30 September 1963 - Operation Deep Freeze made its first regular flight from Christchurch to McMurdo Sound, Antarctica 

Thanks to Philip Creed 
 

 First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt visits Auckland 1 September 1943 
 

It was near the end of the US First Lady’s surprise visit to New Zealand to meet American forces based in the country, inspect the 
work of the US Red Cross – whose grey uniform she wore throughout her seven-day stay – and study the contribution of New 
Zealand women to the war effort.  The most high-profile presidential spouse to that time, she was known for her concern for the 
downtrodden and for the rights of women. 
 

After flying in to Auckland on 27 August, Roosevelt travelled by overnight train to Wellington, where she received a heroine’s 
welcome (a highlight was a women-only meeting in the Majestic Theatre).  Next stop was Rotorua, where she was honoured by 
being allowed to speak on the marae at Ōhinemutu. 
 

Back in Auckland she attended a civic reception, visited the naval hospital and the Red Cross and Allied Services Clubs, and 
dropped in to the Red Cross dance in the town hall, where Artie Shaw’s band was in full swing.  Eleanor Roosevelt left New Zealand 
on 3 September for Australia and the Pacific.      From NZHistory site.  Thanks to Philip Creed 

mailto:tepukegenealogy@gmail.com
https://www.sooty.nz/Te-Puke-BOP-NZFrame1Source1.html
mailto:tepukegenealogy@gmail.com
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/calendar/9
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 2 September 1960 - Golden hour for Kiwi runners in Rome - 60 years ago, New Zealand sport enjoyed one of its greatest days in 
Rome’s Olympic Stadium. Peter Snell won the 800m and Murray Halberg won the 5000m.  Snell was ranked 26

th
 in the world.  

Cannily coached by Arthur Lydiard, he cruised through the three qualifying rounds, running impressive times.  The final was run at a 
red-hot pace.  The favourite, Belgian world record-holder Roger Moens, took the lead with 100m to go and seemed certain to win 
until Snell surged past him on the inside.  When he realised he had won in Olympic record time, Snell was too stunned to take a 
victory lap.  Minutes later, Halberg lined up in the final of the 5000m, for which he had qualified easily.  Running to a plan set by 
Lydiard, he burst ahead of the field with three laps to go and hung on to the finish before collapsing on the infield, completely spent.  
Amid the excitement, New Zealander Valerie Sloper (later Young) narrowly missed out on a medal in the women’s shot put, which 
was going on at the same time.    https://nzhistory.govt.nz/peter-snell-and-murray-halberg-win-olympic-gold  

 

 4 September 2010 - 7.1 earthquake rocks Canterbury  -  10 years ago, the earthquake which struck at 4.35 a.m. on a Saturday 

morning was felt by many people in the South Island and southern North Island.  There was considerable damage in central 
Canterbury, especially in Christchurch, but no loss of life.  It was the largest earthquake to affect a major urban area since the 1931 
Hawkes Bay earthquake.  The epicentre was 37 km west of Christchurch, near Darfield.  As a relatively shallow quake – about 10 km 
below the surface – it produced the strongest shaking recorded in New Zealand.  Few people sustained serious injuries in the quake, 
largely because of the time it occurred – most were in bed and the streets were almost empty.  The people of Christchurch would not 
be so lucky when a 6.3-magnitude earthquake struck a few months later in the middle of the working day.  Central Christchurch was 
badly damaged, 185 people were killed and several thousand injured.  This time the epicentre was near Lyttelton, just 10 km south-
east of Christchurch’s city centre.  https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/magnitude-7-1-earthquake-rocks-canterbury  

 

 10 September 1914 - Eruption on White Island kills 10 people  -  Attempts were first made to mine sulfur on White Island around 
the beginning of the 20

th
 century.  On 10 September 1914, 10 miners were killed when part of the crater wall collapsed, causing a 

landslide.  The only survivor was the mining company’s cat, Peter the Great.  Sulfur was used in the manufacture of sulphuric acid 
and superphosphate fertiliser.  White Island, in the Bay of Plenty 50 km from Whakatāne and Ōpōtiki, is New Zealand’s most active 
volcano. Known to Māori as Whakaari (‘to uplift or expose to view’), it is important to the local iwi, Ngāti Awa and Te Whakatōhea.  
Sulfur mining on White Island recommenced in the late 1920s but proved uneconomic and ceased in the early 1930s.  A total of 
11,000 tonnes had been obtained.  Today the island is a privately owned scenic reserve.  Until an eruption in December 2019 killed 
18 people on the island, some 10,000 tourists visited Whakaari each year.  https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/eruption-white-island-kills-
10-people  

 

 11 September 1880 - Rail tragedy on the Rimutaka incline  -  140 years ago, four children were killed and 13 adults injured when 
two rail carriages were blown off the tracks by severe winds on a notoriously exposed part of the Rimutaka incline railway.  This was 
the first major loss of life on New Zealand’s railways; only five rail accidents have claimed more lives in this country's history.  The 
Rimutaka incline, completed in 1878, was one of New Zealand’s most ambitious early engineering projects.  The climb up the 
range’s eastern flank, where the line rose 265 m in 4 km, required special Fell mountain locomotives, which grip a raised centre rail 
with horizontal inner wheels.   The morning train to Wellington on 11 September 1880 comprised a single Fell engine pushing two 
passenger cars and a goods van, and pulling two loaded goods wagons and a brake van.   As it rounded Siberia Curve, 1200 m from 
the summit, winds gusting up to 200 km/hour swept two carriages into the gully below.  According to a newspaper report, 
passengers: lay around for a time unconscious and those who first recovered their senses described the scene as a fearful one – 
killed and wounded lying around in all directions covered with blood, and the train above suspended in mid-air, threatening every 
moment to fall on them.  The engine held firm, & the brakesman immediately uncoupled his van to roll back down to Cross Creek to 
seek help. The other wagons dangled by their couplings as the survivors crawled to the safety of a nearby cutting. The wind was so 
strong that the rescue train had to shelter in a tunnel while men crawled along the track holding onto the centre rail. They recovered 
the bodies of three children; a fourth died later of head injuries. Thirteen adult passengers were injured, five of them seriously.  While 
an inquest attached no blame to anyone for the accident, large wooden windbreaks were immediately erected to protect trains from 
the gale-force winds that regularly battered parts of the incline railway.  https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/rail-tragedy-rimutaka  

 

 Significant September Anniversaries  https://www.ianvisits.co.uk/anniversaries/index.php?month=09&year=2020 
 80th - World War II: German bombs damage Buckingham Palace. (13th September 1940) 

 80th - World War II: The climax of the Battle of Britain, when the Royal Air Force shoots down large numbers of Luftwaffe aircraft.  
(15th September 1940) 

 80th - World War II: The Blitz - Nazi Germany begins to rain bombs on London. This will be the first of 57 consecutive nights of bombing. 
 (7th September 1940) 

 275th - Battle of Prestonpans: A Hanoverian army under the command of Sir John Cope is defeated, in ten minutes, by the  
Jacobite forces of Prince Charles Edward Stuart (21st September 1745) 

 400th - The Mayflower starts her voyage to North America (16th September 1620) 
 

 

FAMILY HISTORY IN ACTION ON OUR PATCH AT PARKLANDS   
 

Some of us were privileged to share Parkview Community Lounge complex with a wedding on 
the last Saturday in August.  On a lovely warm day, there was a wedding held in the hall we 
use for meetings, while we had an open library day across all three of our rooms in our Branch 
Library.  There was some lovely music played and sung, with Deane Waretini as a guest and 
singer, but there were also some less than lovely Karaoke pieces.  The couple had some 
photos taken by the trees just outside the hall.  I couldn’t resist taking a quick snap, with our 
Family History board in the foreground.  The wedding had apparently been put together in only 
10 days – all seemed to be enjoying themselves, food smelled good too.             Fiona 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

Thanks to Natasha for a smile. 

https://nzhistory.govt.nz/peter-snell-and-murray-halberg-win-olympic-gold
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/magnitude-7-1-earthquake-rocks-canterbury
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/eruption-white-island-kills-10-people
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/eruption-white-island-kills-10-people
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/page/rail-tragedy-rimutaka
https://www.ianvisits.co.uk/anniversaries/index.php?month=09&year=2020
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BISHOPDALE BRANCH  
  
 

NEXT MEETING:  Thursday 24
th

 September 2020,  7:30 p.m. at St Margaret's Hub, 94 Farrington Avenue. 
 

Topic: Tony Gordon will present a talk on "GEDCOM - the standard and its applications" 
 

All welcome.  Visitors are most welcome, for whom there will be a $3 door charge.         Regards     Christina Carroll 
 
************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************ 
 

Convenor:   Frances Cadman   Phone:  352-5605 Branch Email: bishopdale@genealogy.org.nz  
Secretary:   Lis Hunter   Phone:    354-3933    
Newsletter Contact:  Christina Carroll View our branch library catalogue at   https://www.librarything.com/catalog/bishopdalenzsg 
 

 

 
 

WAIMAKARIRI BRANCH  
 

Monthly General Meeting dates are held on the third Tuesday of each month from January to November.  Usually there is a Guest 
Speaker followed by a light supper.  There is no charge for these evenings. 
 
 

Next Meeting:    Date:  Tuesday 15
th

 September at 7.30pm   Topic – To be confirmed 
 

Venue:  Waimakariri Branch, Rangiora Brass Band Rooms, Northbrook Road.  All Welcome.          Thanks to Christine Pearson 
 
 

Open Day - NZSG Waimakariri Branch are having an Open Day on Sunday 13
th

 September from 9.00am to 5.00pm at their meeting 

rooms, at the Brass Band Rooms, Northbrook Road, Rangiora.  We will have various tables for the public to view birth, deaths, marriages 
databases, videos will be also shown on "how to" topics ideal for beginners new to researching their roots.  Our members will be on hand 
to discuss and help the public with their queries during the day. 
 
 

*************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
 

Convenor:   Philip Worthington     Phone: (03) 313-6730 Email: woolstone@scorch.co.nz    

Email:  Waimakariri@genealogy.org.nz     & Newsletter Contact: pearsonchristine8989@gmail.com   

 

 

FOR NAME’S SAKE - WHAT'S IN A NAME? 
 

Hilarity.  Pure gold chuckles.  And I'm not even talking about Elon Musk and Grimes's baby. 
 

One of the joys of family history, or any kind of historical research, are the wonderful names you discover.  Although you will unearth 
plenty of Johns, Marys, Georges & Annes (snore) you might, if you are lucky, find something more exotic. 
 

I have very fond memories of a Horrible Histories episode where a Victorian relief teacher called the class roll with such gems as Minty 
Badger, Princess Cheese, Happy, Okay and Toilet.  Minty Badger was a real person, full name Aminta Badger, Minty for short.  Whether 
Princess Cheese and Toilet etc. were real names or mis-transcriptions is less clear, but they are nonetheless très amusant. 
 

Christchurch City Libraries' Church Registers are a treasure trove for Christchurch and North Canterbury family history research but also 
provide us with endless entertainment, many are too risqué to share in a library blog but here is a small non-smutty sample: Rose Bush, 
Norah Nutt, Iona Pidgeon, Rhoda Pidgeon, Ida Strange & Minnie Fox. 
 

Other epic names we've come across include: Christmas Tantrum, Equator Thunderbolt, Hazel Nutt, Ada Poo and Raspberry Sucker, oh 
and the Rolls family with Ocean, Benbow, Seaflower, Daisy, Bluebell, Snowdrop, Hector, Myrtle & Ivy. Blimey.  
 

In my own family we have a couple of zingers: Belchis Smell, sometimes recorded as Belsches Smeal and even Belches Smeall - I love 
them all, and Smart Brand. Now, Smart Brand to my mind sounds like a budget supermarket product line meets Glad infomercial. 
 

Smart Brand was born in 1801 at St Anne's Well in Ceres, in the lovely kingdom of Fife, Scotland and the name Smart passed down the 
line for several generations. Whether Smart had any intellectual prowess is unknown, he died aged 46 from consumption but left behind 
lots of baby Brands. 
 

I also like this article from the Waikato Independent in 1938 called Sins of Past Parents, opens a new window which names and shames 
dated or overtly patriotic names such as: (Andrew) Victor Diamond Jubilee Gray, (Dorothy) Queenie Victoria Mowlem and 
(Gordon) Sedd-el-Bahr Elsmore and (Rosalin) Dardanell Smith Stanley. The author, with the more prosaic but slightly fishy name of 
John Dory also bags Eos Enid Lewis, Venus Cleopatra Sharkey and (Jamie) Hefti Strieff. 
 

So whenever people moan about the names that are in vogue today, we family historians can smile patronisingly secure in the 
knowledge that crazy, idiosyncratic names really are nothing new.   More resources:- 
 

 Looking for the perfect baby name, or researching your surname? We have eBooks to help you. here, opens a new window. 

 For Scottish Family History go to ScotlandsPeople, opens a new window, the official Scottish Government site. 

 For names and biographies of early Canterbury settlers use the Macdonald Dictionary, opens a new window from the Canterbury 
Museum's online collection. More than 12,000 entries on nineteenth century Cantabrians. If you have time on your hands the museum is 
looking for volunteers to further transcribe this amazing local resource.  

 Every year the Department of Internal Affairs publishes lists of NZ's most popular baby names, with records online back to 1954. 
Thanks to Joyce, City Libraries, Blog by Joyciescotland, May 11, 2020

mailto:bishopdale@genealogy.org.nz
https://www.librarything.com/catalog/bishopdalenzsg
mailto:woolstone@scorch.co.nz
mailto:Waimakariri@genealogy.org.nz
mailto:pearsonchristine8989@gmail.com
https://www.stuff.co.nz/entertainment/celebrities/300006734/elon-musks-newborn-baby-is-called-x--a12-partner-grimes-explains-what-it-means
https://christchurch.bibliocommons.com/v2/search?_ga=2.127647501.129562809.1589164971-509886533.1576633411&query=Horrible+Histories&searchType=title
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/WAIKIN19380728.2.43?phrase=2&query=sins+of+past+parents&snippet=true
https://christchurch.bibliocommons.com/v2/search?query=%22Names%2C+Personal+--+Dictionaries.%22&searchType=subject&f_CIRC=ONLINE
https://christchurch.bibliocommons.com/v2/search?query=%22Names%2C+Personal+--+Dictionaries.%22&searchType=subject&f_CIRC=ONLINE
https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
https://collection.canterburymuseum.com/search
https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/christopherthomson/macdonald-dictionary
https://smartstart.services.govt.nz/news/baby-names
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COMMITTEE  2020 / 2021 

 

Convenor  Fiona Lees 021 040 8606 NZSG-CantyGroup-Newsletter@hotmail.co.nz 
Secretary  / Webmaster Jan Watts        595-5431 or 021 296-6399 janwatts@outlook.co.nz  
Treasurer Pauline Noonan 329-1724  nanapauline46@gmail.com  
Newsletter Editors / Membership  David & Fiona Lees 349-9431 NZSG-CantyGroup-Newsletter@hotmail.co.nz  
Speaker’s Convenor Lorraine Wilmshurst 358-5824 malcwilms@gmail.com 
 Gordy Collingwood 383-0834  gdcs@xtra.co.nz      
 Philip Creed 365-9101 philipcreed@xtra.co.nz   
 Carole Jackson 388-9965   carjacko@outlook.com 
 Clare Simpson 383 0683 claresimpson@xtra.co.nz  
 Natasha Wells 027 688-0211 natashawells552@gmail.com 
Other contacts:     

Librarian / Library  Jan Watts        595-5431 or 021 296-6399 janwatts@outlook.co.nz  
Family history magazines Maureen Kelso 329-5251 m.kelso@xtra.co.nz 
School register project Sandra Serra 349-3806 serrals@xtra.co.nz 
School rolls research Rae Wilson 358-7982 wil.fam@xtra.co.nz 
European Interest Group Kathy Bisman (03) 314-4114    kathmark5354@gmail.com   
Australian Interest Group Atholin Pierre 376-6367 atholin.g.pierre@gmail.com   
Computer Interest Group Fiona Lees 021 040 8606 NZSG-CantyGroup-Newsletter@hotmail.co.nz 
Irish Interest Group Tony Gordon 338 3052 cnnxns64@gmail.com 
WWI Project - War Memorials /    
                   Boards of Honour  

Evelyn Robertson 331-8204 robertsona@xtra.co.nz 

 

  

 

WELCOME BACK TO OUR NEW MEMBER:   
We wish a warm welcome and happy researching to new member Elizabeth HANLEY.  

 

Membership Subscription notices have been sent out for the year 1
st

 April 2020 to 31
st

 March 2021. 
The subs for the year 2020 to 2021 are $40 for single and $50 for joint membership as voted for at the 2019 AGM. 

  
 
 

 

IN MEMORIAM: We pass on sympathy & condolences to all those who have lost family and friends recently.   
Our sympathy and condolences to the family and friends of Gayle BLANCH who passed away recently.  Gayle was 

a Branch member as well as being a great resource and help while she was working at Burnham Base Library. 
 

We are also thinking of all of us – unprecedented times – the stresses for families and friends is unbelievable. 
 

 

New Zealand Society of Genealogist’s Website:- http://www.genealogy.org.nz 
 

 

Please let us know if you are shifting or have changed address, or email address, so we can keep our records current, and keep in touch. 
Apologies for any errors and omissions in newsletter.  Corrections & additions welcome.  Photograph credits – David Lees – thank you. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER  
  

NZSG  Canterbury  Branch 
PO  Box  38064, 
Parklands,  
CHRISTCHURCH  8842 

 

 
Thanks to our Newsletter Printer (printing from his home) 
- AndrewStark @ AWS Publications Ltd 

 

 

       

 
 

 

Thanks to Lynne Tomlinson for sending through. 

NZSG CANTERBURY BRANCH LIBRARY HOURS   
 

Open:  1
st

 & 3
rd

 Thursday of Month from 12noon – 3:00pm, and   
2

nd
 & 4

th
 Saturday of Month from 1:00pm – 3:00pm. 

 

 Bring along your research queries and brick walls to your branch library – use the resources there and receive assistance. 
Branch LIBRARY at Parkview Community Lounge  -  75 Queenspark Drive, Parklands 

Canterbury Branch Library is an Affiliate Library of FamilySearch – access to restricted records here!! 
 

 

FAMILY HISTORY CENTRE @ 25 FENDALTON ROAD  
Hours: Tuesday 10:00am - 2:00pm and 7:00pm - 9:00pm 

 
****************************************************************************************************--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

TŪRANGA - CHRISTCHURCH CENTRAL LIBRARY @ 60 CATHEDRAL SQUARE 
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9:00AM – 8:00PM  (GROUND FLOOR 8:00AM – 8:00PM)      

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 10:00AM – 5:00PM 
 

 
****************************************************************************************************--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

CHRISTCHURCH PARKLANDS LIBRARY @ 46 QUEENSPARK DRIVE 
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9:00AM – 6:00PM.  SATURDAY 10:00AM – 4:00PM 

 

 
****************************************************************************************************--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

CHRISTCHURCH FENDALTON LIBRARY @ 4 JEFFREYS ROAD 
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9:00AM – 8:00PM.  SATURDAY 10:00AM – 4:00PM 
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